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F.tvxwfc-re- in lid* isstne we «If *M** to g»«“ «" 
«nr twol/er. I Ur turn nr of lUr valkktioo tif ihr 
Coamtvr irkirfa ha# Uree made during ike last fc* 
u*«iih*. Il shows an inmran*- in I hr awwakhr 
ralw wf (hr piuftrlY in (hr roentr of upward* 
of ♦S.uuo.ww» orrr (hal #hown hr (hr ralnalion 
of 1900. A irmariaUr feature » the great in- 
nwa«r in liar raine of pnwpertr in Newcastle, 
whirh twrlrr rear* ago »» rated at $5*3.285 
and ha# tin*** reached a raine of no lest than 
$1.103,550. prartirallr dvnhlr the former fig­
ure*. The parish of Newcastle has ako rerw 
larprly increased in raine, the figures being 
$550.ii85* as against $.«2.043 in 1900, an in 
ereaae of nearly 45 per rent. The Town of Chat­
ham ha# i nrre-ao-d in raine alaont 30 per rent-, the 
figure# being $1,824.950, a* again#! $1,301.150 
on the prêt ions rainai ion. Chatham parish. 
|r ortver. ha* more than doubled in rallie in that 
lime. All the other parishes in the County show 
very respectable gains, whirh is a very sore guide 
lo lIn- general prosperity arhieh ils eilizens enjoy.

----------: :o : :----------
SIGNS OF WEAKENING

Allhongfa Parliament has only Keen sitting a 
week, signs are laeoming daily more apparent 
that the Opposition hare lost some of that “fork 
suntlness" which was so prominent a feature in 
their demeanor with regard to the Government's 
naval polity U-fore they separated for the Christ­
mas recce*. At that time, they were so certain 
that the fount ry at large was dead against any 
snrh poliey. that they threatened to bold up all 
business, slop the Estimates and compel the 
Government to go to the country on the nary 
Mne. ISu( .iii/v (In* vi*it to their coustitucoeiee. 
a great change *eeems to hare come over the spirit 
of their dream, and they have returned to Ottawa 
as meek as lambs, and evidently prepared to let 
the Naval Hill pass tin* House to the accompani­
ment of a more or lr*s perfunctory debate only.

That it lies in I be power of a minority opposi­
tion to delay the passing of a measure or even 
to prevent its adoption for one session at least is 
unquestionable, owing to the unlimited freedom 
of debate that the present parliamentary practice 
permits. There is no closure rule, and any mem­
ber can speak as long as In* likes, and if the House 
is in < ‘-—"•Mitt**, 3» of'-n 3» he *•*"« if he can 
only get possession of the floor. Under these con­
ditions obstruction simply consists in the continu­
ous talking by opponents of a un*eenre, thereby 
preventing its being brought to a vote. This was 
the plan of campaign which reports credited tly 
Opposition with intending to carry ont, but evid­
ently the time for sober reflection which the holi­
days pcnnitted. has had a beneficial effect, and it 
is predicted in the lobbiea now that the Bill will 
pass the Commons at an early date. At any rate 
the Government has caused it to be known that if 
the Opposition wishes to prolong the debate, they 
will have to provide all the speakers, in which 
ease its omtinualioti would he very monotonous.

The back down of Mr. Hugh Guthrie created 
somewhat of a sensation. His parting words 
when'he moved the adjournment of the debate 
on December 18th, following Mr. Foster's speech 
was a bold challenge to the Conservatives to go 
to the country. His speech when he resumed af­
ter the vacation, instead of being of a fighting na­
ture was exceedingly pacific and he wound up by 
holding out the olive branch in the sliape of a 
compromise. As the compromise was practi­
cally in the nature of a proposal that the govern­
ment should accept the Laurier naval idea it is 
dot being treated seriously.

The back down on the part of Mr. Guthrie and 
gral announcement of the majority of the 

embers that they do not favor holding 
to force an election is regarded as a 

sp in the face of the ex-cabinet ministers, 
ding particularly Hon. Sydney Fisher and 

Ion. McKenzie King, who have been stumping 
the country with a view to working up an agi­
tation to compel an appeal to the country.

They were discredited enough before, but they 
are more discredited now. The Liberals in the 
House have resented their active interference in 
the councils of the party and it is believed that 
the present attitude of the rank and file is more 
or leas of a deliberate attempt to force them into 
the background. Of course, there are still a few 
Liberals who are talking fight, but they are in the 
minority, for it is rapidly becoming more and 
more apparent that if ever during the past thirty 
years there was a measure that the people of Ca­
nada were overwhelmingly in favor of tod were 
determined to see carried out, it is the measure 
providing for the doing of something now to­
wards Imperial naval defence. To obstruct the 
measure is possible, but it will only be a tern 

; of the stream of popular will It 
Jhat an

patties le «orne together, so that the home can 
present » mM front. It certainly week! pre­
sent Canada in a arete dignified light shonld this 
he the erne.

THE INCONSISTENCY OF MR. PUGSLEY

In the «ant of a somewhat lengthy speech en 
the Naval Bill in the Commons a few evenings 
ago. Dr. Pagtley condemned the Government for 
not adopting the poliey of their predecessor# of 
having battleship# bwilt in Canada, and he stoni­
ly maintained that it would he quite poarible to 
have shipyard* in operation in this «amtry with­
in a year or two. which within the space of three 
or tour year# at most, would he turning ont 
Dreadnought# a# fa*t ** Canada could pay for 
there. He further awert# that the government in 
taking the courte they have are not studying the 
interest# of the country; for if they took steps to 
establish shipyards here, it would mean providing 
work for several thousand Canadians, it would 
stir up (rade, and keep in circulation at home 
manv millions of dollars. The fact that the bat­
tleships can be built for reesiderablr less money 
in England than here does not seem to have any 
weight with Dr. Pngsley; hi* idea is simply that 
home industry should he encouraged and manu­
factories bnill np in this country even if it 
should result in the manufactured article cost­
ing more money. In other wools, he would pro­
tect ami help lo build np home industries—when 
it suit* hi* political game.

But ask Dr. Pngsley if be is prepared to fos­
ter bourn industries l»y the imposition of a pro­
tective tariff, and then see where he stands. He 
and hi# party have never erased to vituperate the 
manufacturers, heeatt**- they saw in the Beripne 
eily proposal* the thin end of the wedge of Free 
Trade with the United States, and therefore they 
opposed such proposals. He is not prepared to 
help to build np home industries by protecting 
them against the inroad* of foreign manufactur­
er* who are able to conduct their business under 
*t*rh condition* as permit them to nmlenell Can­
adian* in the latter"* own markets. He is quite 
willing in fact most anxious, to enter into 
trade arrangement* with the U. S„ under which 
the manufacturers of that country may obtain 
their raw material from Canada on the easiest 
possible term*, in order that they may sell the 
finished article back to the people of this country 
at enormous profits to themselves, while our own 
manufacturer* stand outshic and see themselves 
undersold on their own ground. With tears in 
bis eyes he protests against robbing the Canadian 
workman of his chance of earning a living as a 
shipwright, but lie has no objection to a system 
that prevents him getting work in other lines be­
cause foreign competition by restricting the de­
mand for Immc made good*, limits the employ­
ment of skilled labor.

Mr. Pngsley mnst belong to that class whom the 
poet—was it I try den i—had in mind when he 
wrote

Stiff in opinion, always in the wrong
Everything by turns and nothing long;
Who in the course of one revolving moon.
We# chemist, tiddler, slatesniap and buffoon.

PREMIER FLEMMING

HOW THE GRITS HOLD ONTO 
POWER WHEN ALL ELSE FAILS

"It Does Not Matter Whether You Are an Indian, a 
Chinee, or a Hottentot, Just Swear That You 

Are Entitled to Vote and Well Put You on 
the List”—And it Was So.

fccM in Saskatchewan a tow a 
age the Liberal eereramol

The report i* arrest t.iat Hon. J. K. 1'lt in 
tiling contemplates an early retirement from the 
arena of provincial politics; and according to 
the Gleaner, when he was asked by a represent­
ative of that paper as to the truth or otherwise of 
such report* In* made the more or less evasive re­
ply that “tin*re is no immediate prospect of a 
change."’

Tin* retirement of Mr. Flemming would be a 
distinct low to the province, which has prosper­
ed amazingly since In* became a member of the 
govcruineu'. As Provincial Secretary and 
Receiver General he was mainly responsible 
for evolving something like order out of the 
chaos which had existed in the provincial finan­
ces for so many years, and in the subsequent es­
tablishment of a businesslike system of keeping 
accounts. He has always shown himself ready 
to lend at* attentive ear to any representations 
which might be msde to him, and wherever pos­
sible to remedy any grievances which were 
brought to bis notice. As a statesmen he has 
shown himself entirely capable of taking a broad 
and comprehensive view of the many difficult 
questions which have cropped up during his ten­
ure of office, while as a debater he is entitled to a 
seat among the best.

Only in one respect would Mr. Flemming's re­
tirement bring about an improvement in affairs, 
and that is that it would necessitate the re-organi­
zation of the government, when the probabilities 
are that the gentleman on whom his mantle would 
fall, will cut himself loose from the thraldom of 
coalition and all that pertains to it, and North­
umberland will then get a square deal, even 
though it would lose cabinet representation. 

--------- : to ; :----------
The Transcript asks “Can any reader name 

any one piece of first class original legislation in­
troduced by Mr. R. L. Borden sinoe he became 
Premier t" }lr. Borden has been in office for 
only one session, practically the whole time of 
which was taken up in an attempt to straighten 
out the infernal muddle into which the late Gov­
ernment had got the country’s affairs.

--------- : : o : :----------
In one respect “Mieawber” was a very appro­

priate nom de plume to adopt. That gentleman 
was always waiting for something to turn up. So 
was the “backboard politician” who has ^dopted 
his name, only when the “something” that the 
latter Axptad, didn’t tuns up hie way, he prompt-

jjrcts aad therefore mol calitlei to 
rote, were permitted to go to the 
polls mad cast their ballots*. The tm- 
■igraats did this at the reqeest of 
the Liberal candidate* who mid they 
a amid protect these voters ia the 
exercise of the fraachiae,

la order to opea the way for this 
part Scalar piece of iaigaity tSe Scott 
gorenawat bad saatilaied the dee- 
tloa oath at the prerioaa sesssoa of 
the local legislative.

The orlgiaal oath reqakeJ of a 
voter was to the effet that he was 
a British ssbjtct of the fal* age of 
tweaty one years, that he had re­
sided a year ia the province, ud 
three momthm ia the coaatitaeaey. 
and thaï he had not voted before la 
the same election. This was chang­
ed ao that a voter had to swear only 
that he was ea titled to a vote ia the 
election and the Liberal candidates 
took pain* to impress apoa the vot­
ers that the only qnallScatioa was to 
have their -name* on the |lsL

To carry-oat the miiaiii effectiv­
ely the lista were of coarse staffed 
with the aiacs of newcomers of all 
nationalities who were instructed to 
«Ote without fear of) consequences 
chether they were British subjects 
or not. One Liberal candidate Is­
sued a circular containing these 
words:

“It does not matter whether you 
are an Indian, a Chinese or a Hot Ben 
tot. if your name la on the list you 
van vote.”

Coder these circumstances Pre­
mier Scott was returned to power, 
and after winning with loaded dice, 
he and his party began to proclaim

NEW SHOOTING APPLIANCE 
INCREASES ACCURACY OF AIM

Will Revolutionise Naval Gunnery and Improve 
Marksmanship—Projectiles May be Fired From 

Ten Great Guns Simultaneously.
a »c A il of in s,-**.- —-î ’-i V *1

Vice-Admiral Sir Percy Scott in the 
New Y ar’s Honours List in regard­
ed in naval circles as final confirm­
ation of the report which has been 
current for «orne time* that this of­
ficer’s new Invention, the fire direct­
or, has been adopted by the Admir­
alty for the whole Fleet

As there are over fifty battleships 
and battle cruisers to be equipped, 
apart from certain armored cruisers 
and hi the case of four sew vessels 
the position of the funnels may have 
to be changed, the decision will In­
volve a very heavy expense which 
is estimated al half a million sterl­
ing. and may even exceed this sum.

But the outlay will be relatively 
«mail, writes a naval correspondent 
if the director leads—an there la 
assurance that It will—to a general 
and astonishing improvement in the 
hitting power of the Fleet.

It Is reported that the Thunder­
er, which was equipped experlment- 
afly with the Scott director, recent­
ly fired with an accuracy from $00 
to 400 per cent, greater than the Or­
ion which was not so equipped If 
any such increase in the ability of 
the Navy es a whole to hit the en­
emy in the early stagee of an ac­
tion can be attained, then the fight­
ing efficiency of the Fleet will stand 
exceed 1 îgl y high.

The new appliance has been sub­
mitted to a series of exhaustive 
teste, and these have been- uniform­
ly successful. A few weeks ago the 
First Lord accompanied by other 
members of the Board, witnessed in 
the Channel a final duel in which 
the new battleship Thunderer, with 
the director, was pitted against the 
Orion, without thé director, both 
ships firing their ten 13-6 in. guns, 
under exactly the same conditions, 
at a range of about 8,000 yards, or 
shout four and a half miles. This 
test confirmed the results obtained 
lu a seriee of firings by the same 
ship off Berehaven. Although no de­
tails were officially communicated, 
It le stated that the Thunderer 
scored about four times as many 
hits as the Orion.

When it Is remembered that each 
•hell of a 13.6 in. gun weighs 1,160 
lb and that under the Scott eyetem 
It Is possible to discharge at an Un- 

ise velocity a projectile from 
each of the ten great guns simultan­
eously, «orne conception can be form 
•4 of the Importance of imp esmtf !?-

—L2«nS' __ » of
ta! to be placed accurately at any 
given part of a hostile ship or ships.

A Dreadnought of the latest type 
at a single broadside can thus hit 
an enemy, if all the shots are ac­
curate. with rather more than five 
and a half tons of metal. There are 
eight Dreadnoughts in each of the 
first two squadrons of the Home 
Fleet, and consequently, if all the 
weapons were directed to fire at 
once, they would send projectiles 
weighing nearly ninety tons on their 
deadly mission at one discharge. 
The percentage of shells which ‘got 
home* in the first round of a sea 
dued might decide the fate of the 
Empire. Hence the Importance of 
the Admiralty’s decision to adopt the 
new director, which will raise the 
fleet’s hitting ability 300 07 400 per 
cent.

The need for good gunnery was 
never greater than today, because 
the whole conception of the Dread­
nought! design rests on quick and ac­
curate firing, with a relatively small 
number of great guns of one type, 
at a maximum range, Instead of ran­
dom firing with a large number of 
guns of various type at a moderate 
range. The Scott director enables 
the greater power to be exervd by 
one of these huge ships and exerted 
In the right direction and at th* 
right moment.

USSELL
Sla­

de.
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Right did Goods
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Ike victory a trnamph 1er recjpro- 
cily QwiKr a somber of Liberal rir 
Uriel bave keea mn with staked 
ballot boxen said sellekiax h 
sad even by cblaiaz big L 
Majorities ia polls beta ta tbe wild- 
eraefs where there were ao solera, 
bel Ibis h the krat otearioa eo which 
the trick was raised by the help of 
tarrikwera

The Grits are irtiari of the fraaJ 
(hr—Mires aad they ore tiyiag to 
noser it sp by hariiag charges at the 
Omsorvalires ia eoaacctioa with !; 
the by-efectioa ia Macdowald. Mani­
toba. They are ao «Sued of it j 
that they bow propose to restore the 
elect toe osth to its original for— and 
the attorney general of Soakatche- 
waa has a kill before the Moose for

Bat the oaly thing they are ash­
amed of Is that they were fbaad oat. 
and exposed. They do soty!*farr? 
their repentance so tar a» to resign 
the seals of power which they hare 
obtained by grossly dishonest means 
To make reparation ia that drastic 
Meaner woald be regarded by all 
fan-hedged Grits as very quixotic in­
deed. Dowbtleev the restored ooth 
will he araistaioed eatil it salts the 
coareaieaee of Premier Scott aad 
his backers to call on the Tolers 
from foreign lands again.

la order to make this scheme work 
able on short notice they should 
send over to Southern Italy aad ’ 
Greece aad Galicia and Southern 
Russia, aad get the names of those 
who are likely to emigrate thence to 
t'asada within the next twelve 
months and pet them os tbe list to 
be used as occasion may arise. They 
should also take oat a patent for 
this method of overriding the pope- 
lar will aad holding the reins of gov 
era meat.
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Total Aklets \ > $179,000.000
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BUSiNEAS ACCOUNTS CAUPON FAVORABLE TERMS 
SAVINGS! DEPARTlfcètT AT ALL BRANCHES.

Dtfosrr boxes
In the Bank’s Steel uned VaulB fented at from $5 00 per annum up­
wards. These boxes ve most Aevenient and necessary for all po­
se seing valuable paper^iueh as JW|lls. Mortgages, Insurance Policies, 
Bonds, Stock Certiflcate^etc.

NEWCASTLE, N. B. BRANCH 
E. A. McCurdy, Manager
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Wan?

of Your Table and 
^our large stock of

SILVfR, NICKEL, GRffliTE AND TINWARE
/e can supply and ffde you need at 

Lowest I

Also Sthies, Rangtsl and Furnaces

B. F. LTBY

WILL GIVE $10,000,000 
FOR AGRICULTURE

Hon. Martin Burrell hs, given no­
tice of a resolution providing 410.- 
000,000 during ten years, ending on 
March 11, 1424. tor the purpose of 
siding and advancing toe farming 
Industry by Instruction la agricul­
ture, Including work carried on by 
veterinary colleges. The Govern­
ment than is «sergetlcalty taintUa*

sum by far the largest ever devoted 
to the country's basic Industry, Is 
specially Intended to promote edu­
cational work. Work will proceed 
along lines which have bent laid 
down by C. C. James as s result of 
his survey of the Industry over the 
entire Dominion. It la understood 
that Messrs. James and Burrell hare 
worked out a well defined scheme tor 
expenditure of the money on ex­
tremely practical Unas. Dlltrl be­
lle* of the grant will b# largely ea 

da ct


