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they go about on their errands of’
mercy to the poor, but they never
say anything about it. The
would be indignant. There
place, though, where the doctor's
name is written in honor, I am per-
fectly certain that if I ever get a peek
into that great book above wherein
are written the names of those who
love God and their fellow men, some
where near the top I will read the
name of 1y friend the doctor
blazoned in letters of gold.-— Joseph
Carey in the Boston Pilot.

doctor |
is one

—_—

LOURDES

wiiil
“THE BEWILDERMENT OF
THE SCEPTIC"

The, following excerpt is from a
germon preached in the Church of
the Sacred Heart, Liverpool, by
Father J. Howard and reported in
the Catholic Times of Liverpool.

What story in the Christian annals
could compare with the beauty,
simplicity, and pathos of the story of
Lourdes ? The modern world might
laugh at it " What credulity ! What
superstition I But Catholicity de
manded the most searching, accurate,
scientific investigation into all super
natural The question
of debated and
examined 1| As to
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They
were examined by a board of doctors
and skilled
country. Out
cures one in
nervous L'umpl:lmtr. the were
delivered from diseases.
Scientists, hypnotists, chemists had
offered their explanation, but would
their theories stand Some talked
about the spiritual exaltation of the
people, of reacting on the
body, but could the influence of mind
on body explain the building up of
new bones and tissue, the disappear
ance of. cancer ? But Catholics did
not need laboured arguments. They
saw at Lourdes Jesus once again
walking the earth as He walked the
soil of Palestine. They saw there
again the poor, sick, maimed, blind,
deaf, those troubled with devils, or
covered with leprosy ; they saw the
Gospel surging around Him once
again. They saw the Gospel re-en
acted ; the Gospel crowds, -cries,
cures ; the Gospel faith ; the Gospel
of Jesus Christ, the same yesterday,
today, and for ever. Lourdes stood
for the continuation of the Gospel ;
it stood for the annihilation, for the
refutation, for bewilderment of
the sceptics and the cynics ; it
for upholding of the Christian
Catholie Opinion.
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I'he good which I will, I donot ; but !
the evil which I will not, that I do.
of this state of affairs is
man from time to time falls
sin, He obliged to repeat
the great Paul, am delighted
the law of God concording to
the inward mind., But I see another
law in my members, fighting against
the law of my mind.”

One of the great fruits of the
Redemption is the remedy which
Christ has left in order to counteract
the effect of this inward struggle.
Left to himself, man is sure to
down to defeat He can of his own
efforts enter the realm of
cannot, unassisted, leave that
The great remedy for sin
effects is the Sacrament of Penance.
Every person feels at times the
necessity of unburdening the secrets
of his soul to an intelligent and sym
pathetic friend. This self-revelation
and open avowal acts as a soothing
balm to a ruffied spirit, Confession,
however, does more. It furnishes a
balm that not soothes
tempers the heat of spiritual fever,
but at the same time it removes from
the soul every vestige of sin, restores
the spirit to intimate friendship with
God, and renders a man once more
as pure and innocent as he was when
the saving waters of baptism washed
out of his soul the stain of original
guilt.
who would neglect wilfully
thorough and so valuable a remedy ?
—QCatholic Bulletin.
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EDIFYING WAR
STORIES

|
soldiers are doubly |
armed, Beside their physical equip
ment, they carry spiritual swords
Each one has a rosary. A procession |
of Bavarians on the march to the
frout is like a pilgrimage, for every |
soldier is reciting the beads,

A young soldier of twenty-six years,
a reservist from Cologne, who has
heen fighting on the western front,
writes thus: " You write me that
war has also ite good sice, And I can
confirm it, Here many a one learns
again to say his beads, which he had
in his hands for the last time on the
of his first Communion., It is|
precisely the rosary which has be
come our inseparable companion.
Five decades each day is the rule,
but when I go on wateh I often say
all of the fifteen mysteries.”

Another soldier in the hospital at
Trier wrote to his pastor When I
was wounded, several of my compan
ions were also more or less seriously
hurt. One of them who had received
a fatal wound in his abdomen said to
those around him Comrades, say
with me a 'Hail Mary and when
this finished, death had not
yet he bade them repeat the
prayer ‘We to thy protection
() holy Mother God. Holding his
rosary in his to be
buried with it, and securing from his
comrades a promise to say the beads
it least

oul
lled
Blessec
always
interce

\ soldier ¢

Bavarian

was as
come,
fly
of
hands

for the
died what |
happy
Lady
sald

once repose of his

think may be

death, May our
he
good

n !

whose nf
beads, be
him with her S
rving in
8 loving wife
On several
rour
dying

in
the

for

nor

8801
Champagne
at home

writes to h

ocecasions had

to

comra

Ve
:AH\?]"‘ ‘\"ﬁ"‘.
ol
the
L left
the fie

better

gome
rosa ich vou ¢
soldier nto

thing

going
i ven
than
to
atholi
Those w

m home have

)BATY I
vble tell vou that ¢
comrades
10 did
them fro
the 1ivision

of Mainz

Another soidier, in
parents, after describing
the battlefield, say
learns to This War

ing One l¢

ray.
for many. again
and honor God, |1

made a solemn promise that if

arns to

love have
I ever
reach home again I will attend every
possible and
the Blessed
wherever |
her that

fifteen
every day

one's

religiou
Virgin
can. 1
long as I live

ol

service, honor
and
promised
I will say
the

whenever
have
as
the

mysteries rosary

A recent
description,
officer,

this
ench
and pathetic

press report gave
written by a Fr
of a touching
experience :

Near me lay two soldiers, mozctally
wounded ; one, a Bavarian, young
and fair-haired, with a gaping wound
in his stomach, and the other a young
Frenchman, hit in the side and head.

Both were in pain, growing paler
and paler. I saw a feeble movement
on the part of the Frenchman, who
painfully slipped his hand under his
coat for something hidden away
under his breast.

He drew out a little silver cruci
which he pressed to his lips.
IFeebly, but clearly, he began : ‘Hail
Mary, full of grace.
"The Bavarian
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Every father and mother has cer
tain responsibilities. This is a
truism, 1t seems foolish to repeat it
generally it accepted. But
few fathers and mothers ever
accurately define for themselves
just what these responsibilities are.
They believe that their children
ought to taught, well clothed,
well fed. They provide schools
often without much discrimination;
they feed the children, they clothe
them. 'The mother who runs a
ing machine all day to provide frills
for her children considers herself a
martyr to her duty to them, when,
in truth she is only a martyr o that
spirit of vanity which dictates that

they shall be better dressed than

other people's children. The father
who spends his days in accumulating
money, and who has no time to be

come really acquainted with the dis

positions of his boys, declares to
heaven that he, too, is a martyr.
How his sons go wrong with
such an example before them ? And
yet this very devotion to what he
calls his duty is separating them day

by day from him. " We are slaves of |
our children,” he cries out “1]
work for my board, that 1 may be |
able to bring them up well, and leave |
them money.” Society takes this
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Society is wrong ; for society judges
superficially.
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Children are
gifts than wealth of reputation ; they
do not thrive best among the
luxuries which the American parent
thinks it is his duty to surround
with, They need, from %he
beginning, love and cheerfulness.

| Give them a happy home rather than |

a luxurious one, and they may be
trusted to bloom as their Creator
intends they should bloom.

When children are sent by God, He
means that those to whom He sends
them shall make them the object of
their lives. The father ought to live
for his children : the mother gener
ally does. Unhappily, the mere busi
ness of living takes so much time
and thought that the real good of
children is lost sight of. Parents too
often hold that money must make
their children good and happy. The
foolieshness of this is made evident
every day. The orphan is' to be
pitied because he has lost his father's
and mother's influence ; he has no
memories as other children have ; he
has, like a grapevine unsupported,
out his tendrils and found no
answering touch, There is a blank
in life, and neither money
reputation nor ease will ever atone
for this immenee loss Who
deny this And yet parents go
through life acting asif the accumula
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On every occasion when I
hitherto been asked to tell
of why I became a Catholice, I
always refused, because I felt
I had much of a story to
But it is evident there
interest taken in experiences
as mine have been

have
that
tell.
an
such
1t seems to
perhaps the best way of telling you
what, after all, is a very simple tale
would be to go through the whole
story of my life, which has been in
many ways rather out of the ordin
ary, and so explain to you how more
and more I became drawn to the
Catholic Church until at last 1
decided it was my duty to join her
without further delay.

On .my father's
was not likely give me a leaning
towards Catholicism. On that
I come of a family of clergymen,
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that family throug b
ringe gives me what I am proudest
of in my ancestry, and that is that I
can prove an absolute direct descent
from a canonized saint, St. Ferdin-
and of Spain. Not only that, but I
also had the privilege of being born
on that saint's feast day. 1 do not
know if there was anything in it, or
whether the saint in Heaven takes
any particular interest in his far-off
descendant ; but as on that side
the family we kept the Faith
long after the Reformation,
drawing towards Catholicity
have come to me from him

My father I never knew. He was
at the time of his death Foreign
Secretary to the Government of
India. I was brought up entirely by
my mother. When I was old enough
to be sent to school I was sent to
Eton, and I think perhaps my
impulse towards the Church may
have come from the services in the
college chapel which were dignified
and solemn, although there was
nothing really Catholic about them.
It was while
went to a Catholic
dered with a friend
church at Windsor. From what. I
can recollect of the service 1 now
know that I must have been present
at Benediction, though I had no idea
at the time of what was going on.

I left Eton at sixteen
commission in the Royal Artillery.
I was only seventeen and a half
when I received it and for six months
was the youngest officer in the
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It was while I was in the army
that for the first time | heard Mass
in n Catholic church., I was told off,
there being no Catholic officer avail
able, to march the Catholics to
church. Years afterwards I found
that Father Reginald Collins, who

|
|
|

became a great friend of mine, was |

the priest who had said the Mags.

I left the army before I was twenty
and went up to Oxford, While there
I became more and more convinced
that 1 ought to enter the Church.
So on leaving Oxford I went to Ely
College, and there |
found my soul. It was there that I
first realized what Catholicity meant,
and all my life from that time has
been merely the logical development
of what I learned there. When I
was ordained my first curacy was at
St. Agnes, Kennington Park, one of
the most "advanced” churches in
London at that time. My bishop
was Bishop Thorold of Rochester,
who prayed for me, I remember, at
the interview I had with him, that I
might be delivered from “the three
great dangers of Ritualism, Roman
ism, and Atheism The good
Bishop's prayer has not been
answered with regard to the two
firgt items, but I hope it may be with
regard to the third
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My work as a Catholic
been in
with the Universities of Cambridge
and Oxford. Although Oxford is my
university, as I have already
you, I was lent to the Univer
of Cambridge, and have
acting for the last fourteen years as
Catholic Chaplain there. Now, as
soon as the War is over, and the uni
versities recover once more from the
state of depletion to which they have
reduced, I am to take up a
similar position my own univer
sily, where a vac ey has occurred
the lamented death of the
Father Basil Maturin, who was
no doubt well known to many
of you, and was drowned just
two years ago in the sinking of the
Lusitania. The position at Oxford
just now is very interesting from a
Catholic point of view. Just as the
university, as we now know it, came
into existence in the thirteenth cen
tury through the coming of the
friars and the other religious orders,
80 now in the twentieth century the
religious orders are once more com-
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