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voters who war pot upon capital, but,
as the Bishop of Naney said, ** a Dieu
qui u' jamais embité personne.’’

But so far as we are concerned it
is a mystery how a few adventarers can
dominate s0 successfully some millions
of Catholics. And yet the Catholics
seem to love the men and women whul
were expelled from France—the relig- |
ious who were devoted to God and to |
their country, But the love that man- |
ifests itself only by the
hands, by tearful adieuns,

kissing of |

costs little. [
|
|

The farewell scenes ab railway sta- |
tions were pathetically futile ; and the
¥renchmen who took pary in them

l
went homeward in sullen mood doubt- 1
less against Combes put disinelined lo‘
pay the price for a determined opposi- i
tion to him. What is needed is the
love that brooks no lowering of the
fame and prestige of country, which is
a foe to apathy and indifference and
urges every citizen to contribute his
quota to good government.
p—

WHAT 1S NEEDED.

Not to shouting past watchwords, or
to chanting past glories, ghould all our
The bye - gone ages,
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glorious indeed
struggle and
serve to inspire

but
Bat
our own history and to

achievement — can
and to guide us.
we have to make
chow that otr principies have not lost |
their vitality. In our keeping is the
that

keep and propagate.

the world, to

For this we must

faith overcometh
yo faithiul Catholics, in touch always |

with the sacraments, which are the

source of true manliness. We maust, of
ourse, be organized : schemes for this
and that must not be peglected, but the
power to influence others comes not
rom withont but from within, and our
primarily not upon
plans, however but
numility and obedience— in a word, on
our living out the truth and love which
we claim to possess. In doing this we
must necessarily come into the open.
We must be scldiers and not camp fol-
lowers. Our place is in the firing line,
either torepel any attack on the Church
or to carry its colors onward. Inaction
means cowardice at times, and to skulk
behind the barricades of memories of
past ages or to hymn the praises of
things  that have been done instead of
directing our energies to things which
should be done, is merely ** rainbow
chasing.’

——————
——————

sucecess depends

well laid, upon

AN EXAMPLE.

Just what organization, pulsing with
the blood of practical Catholicity, can
effect, may be seen in Germany. Not
§0 many decades ago wise men saw no
fature there for the faith. But the
Catholics, minding not human prophe-
cies, bent themselves to the task of safe-
guarding their principles and interests.
They took their weapons from the sanc-

| country. To

| sanction, and it was the price paid for

comport themselves with some show of
dacency.

Our readers know that a Conccrdat
of some kind or other has been in France
for hundreds of years.
dates from 1801, In coming to his
agreement with the Holy See Right
Rev. Dom Gasquet says :

The present one

 Napoleon was certainly not actu-
ated by any love for the religion of his
him it was a matter of \
politics. It was necessary for instance ‘
to wipe oub the great debt which the
pation owed to the Church on ac-|
count of the confiseations of the |
Revolution. This required the Pope’s

the measure of protection to religion
secured by the Cooncordat, and for the
guaranteed though slender stipends to
be paid to the clergy by the State.”’

In attempting to show that Rome has
violated the Concordat M. Combes has
given one more proof of his unscrupul-
His argument that the Pope
in summoning the Bishops of Laval and
Dijon disregarded the dispositions of the
Concordat, is absurd ou the face of it.

The first article of that treaty guar-
antees the full and free exercise of the
Catholic religion. In this * free and |
full exercise '’ the Pope must be ever a |

ousness.

factyr. His is to watch over the fold, |
to eliminate abuses from it, to govern ‘
and to punish. The government, there- L
fore, which essays to bampar Papal |
authority necessary for the free and full !
of the Catholic |

bad faith.

exercise religion, is |

acting in There is not a

| word in this treaty to justify the atti-

tude of the French Premier. And that

| iss untenability is well known to him is

amply ¢ videnced by his suppre ssing the

| nate of Cardinal Merry Del Val which

orvered the case of the Bishops and
answered his hjections.

A FALSE PROPHECY.

The followers of Combes are

whit disconcerted by his tactics in
regard to this issue and go gleefully on.
Already these half-Bourbons who learn
nothing and forget everything foretell
the downfall of the Papacy. The
study, however, of the careers of those
who have led crusades against the
Church might have a quieting effect on
their ardor. Greater men than Combes
have stormed at the gates of the Vatican
and announced the death of the Papacy,
but it remains *‘not in decay, not a
mere antique, but full of life and
youthfal vigor.” The failures of those
who tried to stay the progress of the
Bride of Christ dot the centuries, for
¢ no weapon that is formed against thee
shall prosper: and every tongue that
resisteth thee in judgment thou shalt
condemn.’’

————————

DOGMATIC RELIGION BREAKING
UP OUTSIDE OF THE CHURCH.

REV. CHARLES ALFRED MARTIN SHOWS
CONDITIONS OBTAINING ARE AMONG
NOTA BLE PHEROMENA.

The breaking up of dogmatic relig-
jon outside of the Church is one of the
noticeable phenomena of the times. It
is interesting in its history, its evolu-

|
|
%
|
|

tuary and used them in congress, in
every department of human activity.
Priest and layman fought side by side,
giving of their energy and courage and
self-sacrifice in no piggardly fashion,
and the result is that to day there are
those who admit that the day is not far
distant when the Catholics will have a
predominating influence in CGermany.
Their press is well manned and support-
ed, and their party—the Centrist—
watches with unceasing vigilance over
the interests of the Church, and here,
be it noted, as a writer has observed,
that though this party comprises
members of all possible groups, Aristo-
crats, Democrats, Liberals and Con-
servatives, nothing is ever permitted
t> stand in the way of the pursuit of
the!one fixed goal—to defend the rights
and interests of the Catholic Church.
Further, the German Catholies bring
to the Catholic press the support of
their purse and good will, and when
one_considers the practical sense, the
cohesion,” and the intelligent activity
of the party, the conviction is forced
on one that the party is a power which
will win in the end.

tion from certain causes and principles,
its phases and effects ; but to us as
missionaries, I take it that it is of ab-
sorbing interest as a condition of the
day with which it is our lot to deal, and
which we must find means to turn to the
very account of our Apostolate. Cur:
iously, at first sight and happily
enough, the intellectual and religious
unrest of this time of transition, while
disastrous to other churches, is favor-
able to our own, since it emphasizes
gpiritual wants for which we have the
remedy.

Students of the times have long
been telling us that the religion of the
future will be Naturalism or Agnostic-
ism when it is not Catholicism. The
religious controversy of the day is
fundamental, it does not get, beyond
first principles ; and it is Reason vs.
Revelation. {« « «

The religions uncertainty among non-
Catholics which tends to filter down
through the press and other agencies
to the common people, was 1no doubt
bound to follow eventually the repudia-
tion of an authoritative teaching
Chureh. Dr. Sheehan traces its con-
nection with the transcendental move-
ment of the past century (Trish Ecclesi-
astical Review, January, 1904). That
philosophy, the characteristics of which
were vagueness and abstraction, the

fancy that its jintultive knowledge

such vague sayings as, * Things de-
pend very much on how you look at
them ;"' religion without creed came
into fashion ; it was counted valgar to
formulate or even to know just what
one believed ; and so men failed to
see why they should go to a Church | i
with no higher claim than the se'l-
imposed task of pr wenting per- | I
sonal opinion in the form of chis- | ¢
elled essays
Sunday paper at home in indilference,
or turned to science or socialiem for

about religion, but yet the unconscious |
expression of the loss of Christian unity |
and an aceredited enstodian and_te wcher \
of Christian faith,
find in socialism or other isms of the day ’
the solution of the problems of life which

the questions of the soul
and took to reading their morals.

great numbers, I believe, who are in a
condition ai

Others attempt to |

% belongs to true religion to provide ; \

which will
ot down, the whence and the whither
f destiny ; the how and the why of
Among the better classes are

' a composite of

the meaning and rule of life. unattached and reverent
Another cause of the loss of faith; | Agnostic, whose picture of Christ is a |
of the religious groping of many to | dimmed heirloom retained by senti
whom the name and personality of ment, and whose religion is a n;ll‘.lral\
Christ is dear and venerated, but who | hope more than a Christian faith. I |
are at a loss to say ‘' who the Son of | this eclass gave themselves over to

Man is,” and dare not cast the die;
who are dazed, not irreverent, and
whose neglect is rather a bewilder-
ment than an apostasy, is the dethrone-
ment from its position of authority of
the Bible.

Jn the matter of Biblical eriticism,
as well as of Philosophy, the conclu-
sions of the thinkers and students
gravitate to the masses throngh books
and magazines and lyceum lectures ;
and with them comes the startling ex-
ploitation of whatever in them is sen-
sational or destructive, by men who
may be publishers without being stu-
dents or thinkers, and who may be
preachers in pulpits without being
teachers of Christian truth or conser-
vators of Christian faith.

That difficult questions are involved
is in the nature of the matter and is
suggested by the history of Rev. Abbe
Loisy and the writings of our learned
Pere lLegrange, and perhaps quite as \

I
|

significantly by the gilence of others,
or again by the ereation of the Papal
Biblical Commission. The reader of
the Sunday paper, even, is made famil-

jar with the destructive part of the

work of Higher Critics. The said ‘
reader may not be very learned, nor |
able to grasp the whole subject; but he |
need not be learned at all to have its |
discussion brought to him and thrust |

upon him, and to be impressed by it. |
At any rate the reading, thinking Pro- i
testant knows that the Bible, to |
infallibility he had pinned his faith, |
has becn questioned ; and that not by "

|

|

infidels but by the leaders of his own
party ; and has been discredited by
them. Henceforth it can never be to
him quite what it was to his father and
mother, and Christianity grows dim
and confused before his blurred eyes.

However it came about, there is un-
doubtedly a widespread tendency to
drift away from Christianity as a super-
naturally revealed faith, and to retain
at most only its exposition of the naturat
moral law.

Wemay observe the conscious expres-
sion of the **new Christianity ’ in the
liberal churches. Occasionally its her-
alds are of the strenuous sort, who are
already ringing the knell of old - time
orthodoxy ; who deny the doctrines and
mysteries which were the faith of their
fathers and grow impatient at their
very names. * * ¥

Oftener the new teachers are more
tolerant. They repeat the old names
even while they strip them of all mean-
ing ; perhaps because they feel they
can afford, with the patience of culture,
to soothe the worn-out creed to its
death with the narcotics of condescen-

not
troner type might be the ecrowd around
the Marconi wires in the saloon of the
transatlantic
applications of science and eager to
cateh the gossip of two continents.

religious introspection, they might, as

Dr. Sheehan says, be typitied by Her-

bert Spencer in his last days, sitting |
on the sands of Brighton and pearing
out,
the

gilent and dull of eye, over
unfathomable sea. Bat as they
happen to be busy and prosperous and
gad, while they ‘¢ wait,” their

steamer enjoying the

8o much, then, for the non-Catholic
who is left a Christian still, by the
breaking up of dogmatic religion !

Dr. Shahan in reviewing the Question
Box expresses surprise that the ques
tions are so largely tho old-fashioned
and oft-refuted objections and mis-
understandings which arose at the very

classics
pnon Catholic public seems 80
affected by the advanced
liber2! Protestantism.

Happily the affectior is not so wide-
spread as one living among the scholars
might expect; but I think it is much
more general than the contents of the
Q 1estion Box would indicate.

Phat vastly wany reading and edu-
cated non-Catholics are undoubtedly
influenced by advanced and rational-
istic thought is obvious from the fact
that their demands are supplied by the
most cultured and 1sly paid pul-
pits ; by the fact that o large a portion
of our better classes are affiliated with
no Chureh at all, or go counfessedly for
the mental stimulation of listening to
another man's views of a question, or
for the sentimental nourishing of the
hnngry religious instinct. * 7 .

Only yesterday the bright young re-
porter sent out here to write up our
meeting, told wme, not flippantly, that
he feared he was a pagan. Another
reporter, this morning told me, and
without my asking him, that he be-
lieved in God, but did not understand
or believe in the divinity of Christ, and
belonged to no Charch. His father had
been a Methodist, his grandparents
were Catholic. What an endless pro-
cession of bright young men, students
and business and professional men,
whom we meet on the trains and every:
where, are such reverent aguostics !
They admit that there is a more satisfy-
ing inspiration in a church steeple than
in a skyseraper, but their religious
education, failing to keep pace with
their secular development, was left be-
hind, and the ‘‘ theology " of the boy
of ten is found inadequate to sustain
the man of thirty.

for ;;(:er:nimw, and that the
little
thought of

gener

sion and pity ; perhaps because they
are not quite sure but behind the
venerable terms there is some myster-
jous reality after all. Familiar in-
stances of this might be multiplied.
Awong the Jatest examples is Hurnack's
saying, that the Resurrection is a
great truth, if taken in its higher spir
itua) sense ; or that the world is saved
by the sufferings of Christ and His |
dying for all, just as Luther inwardly
bleeding and striving, or any hero of |
self sacrificing deeds, redeems the race. |
In its positive side, which is the one
most frequently presented for our ad
miration, we find the ne® Christianity
or rather the relic of the old Chris-
tianiby—to consist of natural religion
clothed in the adornment of Christian
terms and poetry. * * * Religion
is eternal life in the midst of time ; God
and the soul are its olements ; the
Kingdom of God within you its end ;
the fatherhood of God and the infinite
value of the soul are its teachings ; the
higher righteousness and the command-
ment of love are its law. This we are
told is all of Christ’s message -its ker-
nel and essence, and at once simple
enough to need no proof and sublime
enough to command the reverence of
the greatest, and broad enough for Jew
and infidel, for Catholic and Protestant
—to be the religion of the world. And
certainly the best expression of its posi-
tive teaching, as I have set it down, is
simple and sublime, and true as far as
it goes. But it is not all of Christian-
ity ; it is only the Christian statement
of the common religious idea that under-
lies all religions, and which they all
are an instinctive endeavor to interpret.
You will recall how Leo XIII, empha-

| Worship,'" or

It has been said that we can safely
neglect the half-dozen unbelievers to
the audience to give our attention to
the stray Christians whose conver
sions are more probable and easy.
Alternate series of lectures for the
two different classes might be a safor
solution of the problem, especially in
cities where there are many of each.

bttt Y

NMen whose faith must be built up
from the bottom are likely to let slip
a sories of lectures whose subjects
secm to assume the very things they
want proved. A lecture on ¢ Saint:
“ The Blessed Virgin,”

|
time of the Reformation and have been ‘t

paturally implies the correlative dogma

for the souls consigned to this middl«
state have not reached the term of their

heaven

|
|
|
purgatory \

the utility of praying for the de ad ;

journey.

They are still exiles from |

and fit subjects for Divine

clemency.

of the

A CONSOLING DOCTRINE, \

“1 do not
Catholie

know of any doctrine |
religion that is more |

consoling to the human heart than the

or * Prayers for the Dead,”’ or ‘‘The

Sacramental System,’” will hardly ap-

peal to the man whose questions are :

Him ?"’

¢« What is Christianity ?"'
need of organized Religion?”

dividual ?"’
apart from Universal Life and Law ?’
A popular

into touch also with the children o

faith.

vidence assigns me.
rest ; it is not my affair.

TR WL

i Who was Christ that we must believe
«Can we trust the Bible?"
«Is Seience and Religion in Coafliet 2"’
‘* What the
“Is
there a Revelation of God’s will except
through reason and nature 2" or yet
“Ig there a further Life for the In-
«[s there a Personal God

and convincing response
to these fundamental questions, at the
proper place and time, might bring us

f

(God whom the breaking up of dogmatic
religion has left without the light of

Cheered by the presence of God, I
will do at the moment, without anxiety,
according to the strength which He
shall give me, the work that ilis Pro-
I will leave the

article which teaches the eflicacy ol
prayers for the faithful departed. I

robs death of its sting. It assuages

the bitterness of our sorrow. It recon
ciles us to our loss, It keeps us in

touch with the living dead, as corres
pondence keeps us in touch w
absent living. It preserves their memx-
ory fresh and green in our hearts.

¢ Jt gives us that keen satisfaction
which springs from the consciousness
that we are helping the loved ones wh
have gone before us; that we
alleviating their pains, shortening the
term of their exile and hastening their
entrance into Paradise, their true |
country. |

¢ It familarizes us with the exigtence
of a life beyond the grave ; it inspires
us with the hope of being one day
reunited with those whom we cherished
on earth and of dwelling with them
in that blessed home where there is
ne separation or sorrow or death, hutl
everlasting peace and rest in the king- |
dom of our common Father.

“ It is a doctrine plainly contained
ic the Old Testament and piously prac-
ticed by the Hebrew people. At the
close of an engagement which .lud.m‘
Maccabeus had with the enemy he |
ordered prayers and sacrifices to
offered up for his slair comrades.
making a gathering he sent 12
drachms of silver to Jerusalem for sacri-
fice to be ofiered for the sins of the
dead, thinking well and religiously con-
cerning the resurrection. For, if he
had not hoped that they that were slain
ghould rise again, it wouald have seemed
superfluous and vain to pray for the
dead. * [t is, therefore, a holy
and wholesome thought to pray for the
dead that they may be loosed from sins.’

th the

|
are

()

STUMBLING BLOCK TO REFORMERS.

broad Atlantic religion and affectior
prompt you to pray for him doring his

be |
‘And |

| abgence,

am
| of
| dead, but of the living.’

And if the brother

same

| erosses the narrow sea of death to pass
| to the shores

of eternity, why not pray

| for him then also ? When he crosses
the 1itic his soul, imprisoned in the
flosh, is absent from yon ; when he

~e the se t }
asses the sea of death his soul, released

from the flesh, bas gone from you. What
difference does this make with regard
to the duty of your intercession 2 For
| what is death? A mere separation of
body sonl, Tbe body, indeed, dies,
but t . lives and n s and has
its being.’ t continues after death, as
efore, to think, to remember, to love.
And do not God's dominion and mercy
extend over that soul beyond the ,::'.n:~
v well as this side of it 7 Who shall

| place limits to God's empire and say &
| Him v
| farther 2’

I'hus far Thou sha
Tw

zo and no
thousand years after
Abraham's Ouar Lord said : ‘I
the God of Abraham, of Isaac and
Jacob. He is pot the God of the

death

*If then, it is profitable for you to

| pray for your brother in the flesh, why

should it be useless for you to pfay for

him out of the flesh?

!
f

some slight stains upon his soul
| of impatience, for instance, or an idle
word—is he fit to
these blemishes upon hissoul ?

1im For while he was
living you prayed not for his body, but
or his soul,

MIDDLE PLACE DEMANDED.
“ If this brother of yours dies with

a sin

enter heaven with
No; the

sanctity of God forbids it, for ‘nothing

dafiled shall enter the kingdom of
heaven.' Will you consign him, for
these minor transgressions, to eternal

ors

gonse demands a

torments with adulterers
? No ; the
God forbid it.

and murder-
and mercy ol
Therefore your common
widdle place of e3

justice

| tion for the transgressions of the soul

before it i

worthy of enjrying the com-

panionship of God and His saints.

“ (iod * will render to every man ac-
cord to the pure and
unst ® ting bliss ; to the
nrobate, eteronal damnation ; to souls
stained with minor faults, a place of

| temporary purgation.

1l geen & devoted danghter min-
ister with tender solicitude at the sick

¢ These words are 80 foreible that no |

comment of could render tnem
clearer,
stumbling block to the reformers.
Finding that they could not by an eva-
sion weaken the force of the text they
impiously threw overboard the books of
Macecabees, like a man who assassin-
ates a hostile witness. They pretended
that the two books of Maccabees were
apoeryphal. And yet they have pre-
cisely the same authority as the Gospel
of the St. Matthew or any other portion
of the Bible, for the canonicity of the
Holy Scriptures rests solely on the
authority of the Catholic Church,
which proclaimed them inspired.

« Bat even admitting, for the sake of
argument, that the books of Maccabees
were not entitled to be ranked among
the canonical books of Holy Scripture,
no one, at least, has ever denied that
they are truthful historical monuments
and as such that they serve to demon-
strate that it was a prevailing practice
among the Hebrew people, as it is with
us, to offer up prayers and sacrifices for
the dead.

¢« When our Saviour, the Founder of
the New Law, appeared on earth He
came to lop off those excrescences
which had grown on the body of the
Jewish ecclesiastical code and to purity
the Jewish Church from those human
traditions which in the course of time
become like chaff mixed with the wheat
of sound doetrine.

¢ Bat did our Lord at any time re-
prove the Jews for their belief in a
middle state or for praying for the dead
—a practice which, to His knowledge,
prevailed among the people ? Never.
On the contrary, more than once both Hie
and the Apostles of the Gentiles insin-
nate the doctrine of purgatory.

mine

QUOTING OTHER AUTHORITIES.
“Qur Saviour says:

|

This passage proved a great
g

¢ Whosoever

shall speak a word against the Son of

Man it shall be forgiven him.
that shall speak against the Holy Ghost

But he

)

it shall not be forgiven him, neither in
this world nor in the world to come.’
When our Saviour declares that a gin
against the Holy CGhost shall not be

forgiven in the next life He evidently

leaves us to infer that there are some
«ins which will be pardoned in the life

to come.

¢ St, Ambrose, fourth

my prayers can avail anything.
day shall pass you over in silence.

No night shall hurry by

member you,’ On the death
lowing prayer:
Thy servant Theodosius,

century, on
the death of the Emperors Gratian and
Valentinian, says : ‘ Blessed shall both
of you be (Gratian and Valentinian) if
No
No
prayer of mine shall omit to honor you.
without be-
stowing on you a mention in my prayers.
In every one of the oblations will I re-
of the
Emperor Theodosius he offers the fol
¢ Give perfect rest to
that rest

‘.v

bed of a fond parent.
day and sleepless

Many ananxious
night did she watch
s the
parched lips and cooled the fevered
brow and raised the drooping head on
its pillow. Every change in her patient
for better or w brought a corre-
sponding sunshive or gloom to her
heart. |5 was filial love that nrompted
all this. Her father died and she fol-
lowed his remains to the grave. Though
not a Catholic, standing by the bier, she
burst those elains which a crvel re-
ligious prejudice had wrought around
ber heart, and, rising superior to her
sect, she cried out: ‘ Lord, have mercy
on his sonl.” It was the voice of nature
and of religion.
CONSOLATION OF

his bedside. e moistened

i

CATHOLIOISM,

“Qh, far from us a religion which
would decree an eternal divorce be-
tween the living and the dead! How
consoling it is to the Catholic to think
that in praying thus for his departed
friend his prayers are not in violation
of, but in aceordance with, the voice of
the Church and that as, like Aungustine,
he watches at the pillow of a dying
mother, so, like Augustine, he can eon-
tinue the same office of piety for her
soul after she is dead by praying for
her! How cheering the reflection that
the golden link of prayer unites you
still to those who fell asleep in the
Lord,’ that youn can still speak to them
and pray for them!

“Tennyson grasps the Catholic feellng
when he makes his hero, whose course
is run, thus address his surviving com-
rade, Sir Badivere : .

have lived my li and that which 1 have
done .
May ile within Himself mak pure; but
then

If thou shouldst never see
Pray for my sounl,
by prayer.

my face again—
More things are wrought

¢ QOh! it is this thought that robs
death of its sting and makes the separ-
ation of friends endurable. If your de-
parted friend need not yonr Ay O §
they are not lost, but, like ¥
sorbed by the sun and desc
in fruitful showers on on
will be gathered by the :
and will fall in retreshin
grace upon your head. Cas.
upcn the running waters ;
long time thou shalt find it

———————

When wo onrselves are passing through
a cloud, when we feel soalone and desert-
ed, when we bear the stinging accus-
ation in silence, or do not attempt any
justification of ourselves lest we hurt
others, there is a guiet consciousness
of peace and rest, at first incomprehen-
¢ible. The explanation is this-— thab
we are drawn nearer to God as the ties
binding us with ignorant devotion to
others aro broken.
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