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Ontario i¥ a wiseacre of a

dren being deceived. ' He is
mined that no such pétty fraud
Santa Claus shall be practised in the
of his school section. He is
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oome across the centuries to us aend
Contered itself, as of old, in the for-
lorn little crib. Hardened hearts
now, as then, shut themselves to the
gentle Babe. They know Him noty
there is no room. Now sitting
Quietly communing with ourselves we
find we cannot wash our hands of
guilt, and we have much cause for
regret, We have mot welcomed Him
@s, in the years agone, the shep-
herds did; we have not let Him en-
ter into the life-spring of our being;
we have made Him no offering of
gold, frankincense and myrrh. Heart-
searching should be ours on the
first ‘day of the year. Nineteen bun-
dred and seven is fast receding, spec-
‘tre-like, into the past, taking with
¥t our aspirations, our hopes, our
sorrows aemdour joys, leaving nawght
%o us but happy memories or sad
regrets. - Few of us, .if any, who
have not been touched with sor-
row’s dart; many, very many have
Jhad & surfeit of life’s joys.
What dogs the New Year possess
Jor us? We do not know. Will
there be sorrow or joy, laughter amd
sunshine; sadness or tears? The
dreadful uncertainty makes us pause
at the entramce into the unkinown
and implore Father Time mot to
basten away—to give us ome more
ehance. But, mo. We must go for-
ward by 'the supreme command of
Him who made the cycles to follow
unhesitatingly one amother. Ours now
to face the mew year with ‘brave
fearts and firm resolves and with a
ocourage born of faith. We have the
- promise of the loving Father that He
will be with us, overshadowing us
with His mighty wings; Heaven’s
Fair Queen, too, will enfold us in
her loving arms where shelter
never refused those who ask.
will protect ‘'us; whe will make our
offerings worthy; she will cherish
our laughter, she will wipe away our
tears. With these assurances, can
we fear to face the future, knowing
everything is safe in ‘their hands.
We come now with the wish'~ that
all the season’s blessings may rest
upon our readers and subscribers and
upon all those who, in ome way or
amother, gave us their paltronage. To
one and all we wish A VERY HAP-
PY NEW YEAR. .

CONGRATULATIONS,

~ We are happy to offer our felicita-
' thons to the Rev. Gerald McShane,
8.8., upon his appointment as Pas-
tor of St. Patrick’s. Though still a
young men, he possesses the power
lead, a quality visible since  the
first days of his ministry in, that
‘Some gix years ago, and this

‘with gifts of learming, ona-
‘and wisdom surely leaves mo-
10 be desired as an adminis-

is
She

consulted their best
snlerests, they woul soo ma 2
of the TRUE WITNESS one

try. I heartily bless those who

torical by the’

not going to block up the chimneys
80 as to prevent the old man’s en-
trance: he is going to pull the
mask off the Saint and show that
there is not now and there mever
was any foolish wanderer like Santa
Claus whose home was nowhere,
whose visit was only once a year,
and whose entrance and exit  were

cable route. Tt ts a great thing
for men to be wise. But the chil-
dren might withqut harm be left to
the possession of the dear old cus-
tom or resort to their own devices
to discover who Santa Claus is. The
question goes round the family with
a shake of the head from the big
brother as if he were into the se-
cret, but would mot tell. Realities

We are once more standing  uponm | enter soon enough upon life’s career
the threshold of & new year. The | without hastening their stern de-
Christmas message of peace  bas | mands. Santa Claus has the 1+

py cembination of uniting superma-
tural memories with natural favors,
and of making age serve childhood
with affection and curiosity. Homes
are brighter where the living
rise onme after another—each in suc-
cession ‘to experience the mysterious
visit and appreciate the gifts of the
mysterious donor who knew exactly
where to find the little stockings
weaiting for him in the corner. The
old schoolmaster should pause before
he turns the lurid light of criticism
upon this matter. There are other
social functions which need his at-
tention much more than this harm-
less. mask. Christmas is a time
when religion beeomes much more
social than at any other season of
the year. 'Ohrist.mas wishes 51md
Christmas festivities oomform more
with the spirit- and tradition of the
time than would similar functions
at Baster. But even so both feasts
are interwoven with heavenly warp
and earthly threads, which show ‘the
happy blending of both the superna-
tural and the natural. The gifts
of Christmas given to the young are
but a type of the Babe that was
born for us and the Child that was
given to us. New Year’s wishes
bear the stamp of not only the mew
civil year but also of that new dis-
pensation ushered upon the world
by the-sew-born Christ, the ottave
of whose birth New Year’s Day
commemorates. Then Epiphany has
its ceremonyin imitation of the three
Kings and their mystic gifts. In
the Middle Ages the faithful used to
present on the Epiphany, gold, frank-
incense and myrrh to be blessed 1

the priest. Another custom which
originated in the ages of faith is
still obscr’ved in many countries. I
honor of the three Kings who came
to Bethlehem from the Fast, each
family chose one of its members to
be King. A feast was held, ocake
served up, and he who took the piece
with a secret mark upon, it, ' was

steps

n

Witness, asks His Grace to accept its

Away up in the peninsular part of
school-
master—a.,regular type of pedagogue
who loves’ truth so profoundly that
he cannot bear the idea of little chil-
deter-
as

always by the same absurd, inexpli-
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Protestantism, whose

world 'of thought and of action. Men
were henceforth to be their
judges and their own masters. They

would make a house or am artist
paint e picture. There might
omissions in the former but still it
would: be a house; and there might
be flaws in the picture though = it
might still be a picture. , For. seve-
ral generations this condition ex-
isted, robbing retigion of its trea-
sury of rich thought amd . super-
abundant truth and replacing truth
with scepticism and religion with
philosophy. The stalte of things
is due to Protestantism for amother
important reason that it got pos-
session of the sources and wells of
information and power. Nationaliz-
ing in its character and relying upon
caesarism for its support it en-
couraged false philosophy without a
thought of its own injury. As lon
as Catholicism was kept buried and
a guard set upon its tomb Protest-
an'tism felt quite secure. Literature
became more and more vitiated.
The waters poisoned at their source
began to show death bearing signs
in the lower valleys of magazines and
journals. Society helped in “the
same direction. No educationsl dopr
was open to a Catholie, no profes-
sion encouraged the talented or held
out hope to the conscientious. How
sweeping has been the effect of all
this and much more whioh can never
be known till the day of great re-
velation can better be imagined than
described. It has remained for the
teaching Church to bring us to at-
ten'tion and to remind us that the
deposit’ of truth has been for some
time in danger. The Encyclical
shows also the extent of Catholic
truth. In his Advent pastoral upon
the Encyclical Bishop Hedley, of
Newport and Menevia, makes a very
apt statement: “‘It is a rare thing
to find Catholics in these days who
have any grasp of the length. and
breadth of their own religion. This
is a great misfortune.”” That this
is a'oorrect estimate of thines seems
evident from the fact that many did
not know what the encyclical. was
intended for. Some thought it was
a false alarm, others looked upon
it as inopportune while a third class
sympathizing with the advocates of
Modernism, blamed it as inter!

with science. Whilst these submit-
ted they secretly wished that they
had mot been called upon to sub-
mit. What is the length and breadth
of our religion ? Bternity is its
length and the world is its breadth.
It is the love of Christ—His infinite,
inexhaustible treasures of wisdom
and power and love illumining mind
and charming heart and filling every
affection of the soul with purest
satiety. Religion 1s not geometry,
made up of bare definitions, axioms,
and propositions. It is not reason,
seated in the judgment-hall with one

proclaimed King of the day. Two
portions of the cake were reserved
for the poor, in whom honor

was
thus paid to the Infant Jesus amd
His Blessed Mother. King’s Feast

and Twelfth Cake is still a Christ-
mas joy in thousands of families,
and happy those where it is kept in
the OChristian spirit which first ori-
ginated it. These traditions and re.
creations will die out where children
are scarce, where race suicide pre-
vails, and where schoolmasters are

overzealous and over-wise,

¥ Y —— o
KNOWLEDGE OF RELIGION.-
The old yeir, which now is Dum-
bered with the’past, is rendered s
firm stand teken |

our Holy Father with m

can present such charms for st..

| religion.  Devoted as we are, how-
{ever, to material matters, engrossed

ous. f"l':rul,h. were it mot for dts
herent immortality, would have
Ppoor chance against the

Question upon her -  lips, What is
truth ? and the determination in her
heart to decide the matter for her-
self.” Religion is not pomp of pow-
er enthroned in the assemblies of na-
‘tions and with its sceptre dictating
to the conscience of its citizens. It
is the humiliation \of Bethlehem mak-
ing the heavens ring with the glory
of God and the peace of mankind—it
is faith, grace, mercy-giving free-
dom ‘o the sons of God, and break-
ing the fetters of sin. No subject

such high' ideals for imitation, or at-
ment than the careful study of our

th.

deep @9 it should be the damgers &f
false knowledge are minimized. There
is an eeror in the minds of many
It is that
ignorance is worse than false know-
It arises very much from the
fact that there is only one subjective
test of truth. It lies at the door of
first principle
of oprivate judgment robbed truth of
nearly all its objeotive value in the

own
were b0 make-truth as a builder

‘be

evening in the National
for the purpose of organizing ‘the
Anti-Alcoholic League. A represen-
talive gathering filled the spacious
hall, great mumbers of our leac
men being noticed, among whom we
mention the following: Chief Jus-
tice ’Taschereau ' (chairmen), Mr.
Justice Lafontaine, the Hon.  Mr,
Beaubien, Senator David, Dr. Guerin,
the Hon. J. A! Ouimet, Mr. P. E.
Leblanc, Hon. A. R. Angers, the
‘Rev. Fathers Columban, Ladislas end
Ethelbert, of the Framciscan Order;
the Rev. G. G. Huxtable, secretary,
and Mr. 8. J. Carter, president ; of
the Dominion Alliance; , the Rev.
Abbes Cherrier and Tranol

Dagenais, Lariviere; Messrs. M. J.
Walsh, M.P., Judge Sicotte, S. La-
chance, J. M. M. Duff, Dr. Bernier,
F. X. Martineau, J. H. Semple,
Chas. Chaput, Victor Morin, L. E.
Geoffrion, Gagnon, Ludger Gra-
vel.
A unanimous vote ratified the
choice of the committee, this choice
being Chief Justice Taschereau, as
president; Archbishop Bruchesi as
honorary president, and Mr. Victor
Morin, general sec: 5
Judge Taschereau thanked the ci-
tizens for the honor conferred upon
him, and said e felt he had no
right to refuse the task of taking
part in the grand national work they
were about to undertake. He relied
on the support of both men and
women. The work before them was
nothing less than the raising of the
nation, already ‘threatemed with ruin
and expecting : the help of friendly
hands. This help should come from
the great metropolis which, while
progressing in every branch of indus-
try, was also, like all large centres,
exposed to the vices and demoraliza-
tion inherent to cosmopolitan cities.
Old Quebec had already given a mo-
ble example in that direction, fol-
lowing the generous impulse of the
Bishops and clergy.

Continuing, the learned judge said
that the first duty was to attack
the enemy .in his own citadel, and
demolish his bulwarks so strong and
SO0 mumerous in the city of Montreal.
The first attack wouldfile on those
entrenchments known under the pe-
culiar mame of ‘license’—so called,
no doubt, after their founder, li-
cense, the great ememy of al} true
eivilization. Those entrenchments
were 80 numerous that they could
‘hardly be counted; and-in-one of the
oity parishes there was one for
every seventeen families. They must
not be alarmed, however, for they
knew of a subterrameous mine that
oould, by a single blast, if not des-
troy them completely, at least re-
duce their ber to a mi if
the engineer whom they would em-
ploy followed instructions. That
engineer, called “Legislator,” would
follow their instructions, for he ne-
ver rebelled ageinst the authority of
the people’s will, and after this first
success, he could almost promise sure
victory.

Judge Lafontaine, who followed,
said that they had to deal with a
cosmopolilan evil worse than the
plague, famine and war combined.
The league, with a view to securing
the help of all men of good will,
would not demand heroic virtues
frony its wembers, but ordinary tem-
perale habits. ™The fight would not
be against alcohol, but against al-
coholism. Now, how would the
league reach its end? By propa-
ganda, by public meetings, by lec-
tures. It would rely on the help of
temperance societies, of educational
bodies, from the university down to
the primary “school. 5

The Hon. Alderic Ouimet expressed
the opinion that the clergy ought to
take a leading part in the directihn

of the league’s affairs, so as to
preclude the possibility of its as-
suming a political character. When

they would go before the Legisla-~
ture they meant to be heard.
Mr. J. M. M. Duff was then called
upon to address the meeting in Eng-
lish. ‘He expressed his pleasure to
endorse the movement, which had
his full support, not only on ac-
count of its object, but as being
entirely cosmopolitan and outside of
all race or creed comsideration. Mr,
Duff’s remarks were received with
enthusiastic applause,
After short - addresses by Messrs.
A. V. Deslauriers and A. Germain,
the other officers of the league were
elected as follows: First Vice-Presi-
dent, Mr. Justice Lefontaine;  as-
sistant vice-presidents, the Hon. J.
D. Rolland, Dr. E. P, Lachapelle, ex-
Ald. S. D. Valliers and Dr. Guerin 3
Arthur Gagnon; as
es, Messrs. A.
Delorimier, . .

Aldermen Laviolette, Giroux, Ward, |,

“Quite an_ eudo ble evening
spent’ at ﬁy-.hhn o 7
“as. |0 Buckdogimm’ and.
Ger- |
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them. \
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ing hand in hand with the clergy,
the league would be a lay move-
ment, as much of its work was of a
nature better suited to laymen'sac-
tivity.

Christmas Tree at St.
Patrick’s Orphanage.

A very pleasing function took
pPlace last Saturday afternoon at

St. Patrick’s new Orphanage, _'when
the formal opening took place. A
Christmas tree was really the princi-
pal item in so far as the little ones
were concerned. Many friends of the
institution had contributed inmumer-
able gifts, and the tree was heavily
laden. And such valuable gifts, too
—sleighs, large and small, snow-
shovels, toboggans, dolls, games,
and almost everything ‘to satisfy the
child heart. The ladies who had
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and Mrs. M. Burke, Mrs, Monk, Mrs.
McCrory, Miss Margaret McCrory,
Mr. and Mrs. C. Smith, Migs Smith,
Master C. Smith, Mr. and Mrs. C.
A. McDonnell, Mrs. }, Kennedy, Mr.
W. K. Doran, Ald. O’Conmell, Miss
Murphy, Miss Billeen Daly, Mr. and
Mrs. John Fallon, Dr. Harrison, Dr.
Mullally, Mr. Martin Egan, Misses

McNaily. A moving picture enter-
tainment was amnother important
item. It did one good to see the

hearty manmer in which the children
enjoyed themselves, and, after all,
itmkesnolitUebomketheaeli-We
girls and boys, as other little ones,
happy. Their world is so small
and their appreciation is always so
‘genuine that it is a Pity to withhold
from them what helps to brighten
their Jives and creates Pleasant me-
mories 'to last them a very long
time.

At "the close of the biograph  en-
tertainment, refreshments were serv-
ed to both inmates and guests, the
whole thing leaving an impression of
having helped ‘to scatter a little
sunshine into lives deprived of mo-
‘vher love and devotion.

-
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(From our Own Corresponde
Christmas eve was fittingly cele-
brated here. The main altar and
two side altars were beautifully de-
corated, ‘the crib was tastefully ar-
ranged, the lights shining  forth
like s0 many stars. The Mass was
chanted by a full choir. The hymn
‘“What Lovely Infant Can This Be,’’
was sung by the children. Rev. Fa-
ther Barrette officiated. What would
most #ftract the eye of a stranger
was the very large number of com-
municants; that, indeed, was some-
thing to be remembered. The church
was crowded, and we feel confident
that mostly. everyome present ap-
proached the Holy Sacrament.

]
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visitation of the parish this week.
- O —— X
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her or his precious gift. The recrea-
tion hall was tastefully decorated T e ———
and many kind friends were Present sew'"g Me
testifying to the interest taken  in AND "
the orphanage. _. .. :

Among those present were noticed All'Slngle ’1'1
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