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At Newcastle, Eng., recently, Mr. 
John Morley was made the recipient 
of a great demonstration on the oc
casion of the annual meeting of the 
Northern Liberal Federation". The 
right hon. gentleman arrived from 
Scotland at the Central Station, and 
was met by crowds ,of well known 
Liberals.

Mr. Morley’s first engagement was 
with the members of the Irish party 
in Newcastle, for these gentlemen de
cided, some little while ago, to util
ise the occasion of his visit, and to 
recognize his devotedness to the 

V cause of Home Rule for Irelane, by 
presenting him with an address.

Mr. W. T. Martin, addressing the 
right hon. gentleman, remarked that 
it was his privilege that afternoon 
to introduce a deputation of gentle
men who desired to give expression 
to something of the admiration and 
appreciation felt for him (Mr. Mor
ley) by Irishmen resident in New
castle. He had no authority to 
speak on their behalf; indeed, it 
would be an hnpertinence, if not a 
criminal offence for a mere English
man to attempt to speak in the 
name of Irishmen. But he believed 
he correctly interpreted the feelings 
of the deputation when he said that 
they wished to place on record their 
recognition of what Irishmen owed 
to Mr. Morley. How. great the debt 
was would probably never be realiz- 
,ed until the history of the last 20 
years came to be written. The depu
tation represented no particular sec
tion or faction of Irishmen, but was 
representative of the Irish residents 
of Newcastle. He desired to intro
duce Wr. Hugh Boyle to speak on 
*behalf of the deputation.

Mr. Hugh Boyle said that they 
wished to take up as little of Mr. 
Corley's time as possible. They 
knew that hç had had a very heavy 
week. They need not say that the 
Irishmen of the city received his re
ply in the affirmative to accept an 
address from them with the most 
lively satisfaction. They wished to 
.show in some manner the high es
teem that Mr. Morley's personally 
was held in. He proceed^ to refer 
at length to Mr. Morley’s excellent 
work at the Irish Office. He support
ed Home Rule, land reform, and a 
Catholic University, and his endeav
ors to ameliorate the lot of the Irish 
people and endeared him to them 
all. Of course, he need not say that 
Irishmen were pretty well known. 
They could always forgive, and soon 
forget, an injury, but work such as 
he (Mr. Morley) had done for the 
Irish people they never would forget. 
And their prayer was that he might 
live and long have health and 
strength to maintain his position in 
Parliament and support the cause of 
Ireland. Mr. Boyle then read the nct-

Mr. Morley, on rising to reply, was 
received with cheers, the company 
rising to their feet. He said: This 

- is to me a very interesting occasion.
The gentleman who has spoken for 
you in presenting this address has 
used some expressions — perhaps I 
might even say many expressions — 
about me which I ill deserve. (No, 
no.) He talked of work that I have 
done for Ireland. I am afraid that 
the actual work done, in which I 
have taken a part, has only been 
moderately effective. This, at all 
events, I do expect from you, that 
I have never swerved1 since 1885, 
when I saw that the moment had 
come, the general election of 1885— 
for a real dead-lift effort to 
settle the Irish question—from that 
moment to this I have never swerv
ed. I have given a good many years 
of my life—six or eight years—to en
deavor to persuade those who came 
to meetings addressed by me that 
our solution of the Irish question 
was thç right solution, and I tell 
you, though it has not succeeded up 
to this point—though events have 
not borne out the hopes we then en
tertained, 1 for my part don’t grudge 
one single hour that I have given to 
the work.

You said, sir, that this very hatid- 
lome address is provided by small 
ubecriptions. Nothing gives me 

a ter pleasure. A fact of that 
shows that it is not an ordin- 

form of address, but comes, I 
i willing, and even bound, to be- 

lieve. from the real sentiments of 
' your hearts. How does Ireland stand 

tô-day? How does this question In 
which you and I alike have beeA so 

. interested fbr so long —how does it 
stand to-day? I think it stands in 
a position that four or five years 

o I, at all çvents, should hardly e 
ve\'anticipated. The new Land 

. eli=2. *01 6e e»«er tie dellber- 
1 of Parliament* In a few days, 

ily opens a new chapter in

the relations of Great Britain and 
Ireland. It may take time to work 
out. It will. But ft can't be with
drawn; the policy upon which the 
Bill Is based cannot be withdrawn. 
The consequences must be deep and 
far-reaching in the direction in which 
you, as Irishmen, and I, as an Eng
lishman, both hope to go. I was 
glad that you made this point, that 
it was In the interests of my own 
country do less than in yours— that 
I have formed the views which I ex
pressed in 1885 in Newcastle, and 
from which I have not drawn back. 
It is in the interests of my own 
country as milch as yours.

Now, I said the other day, 
say now, that this new Land Bill 
marks a great revolution in policy,
I observe that the late Chief Irish 
Secretary,.Mr. Gerald Balfour (than 
whom there is no clearer head in the 
House of Commons, and who, let me 
say, has made his mark upon Ire
land by his Local Government Act), 
said recently that he is astonished 
that I should say this is a new de
parture in the Conservative and 
Unionist policy. Well, he is the last 
man with whom I should choose to 
enter into a controversy with, and I 
am not going to so to-day. I will 
only say that if Lord Salisbury and 
the heads of his party had in 1886 
proclaimed the positions which they 
take to-day, I think it would have 
made a great difference in the result 
of the great controversy of that 
time. What is the Bill? I will tell 
you what it is. The Imperial Treas
ury is to give 12 millions to one 
body of Irishmen in older to secure 
for us the privilege of lending 100 
millions to. another body of Irish
men. Well, now, if Lord Salisbury 
had said that it was his policy to 
give one body of Irishmen 12 mil
lions in order to have the advantage 
of lending 100 millions to another 
body of Irishmen, I am not at all 
sure that the result of the contro
versy of 1886 would have been what 
it unfortunately was. Something was 
said about removal of grievances, 
This Bill, and the policy of which it 
is the expression, is more than the 
removal of grievances. It is an en
ormous revolution, for, say what you 
will of the policy çf this Bill, what 
Mr. Redmond described It as being 
thé other day is true; it is the abo
lition of landlordism in Ireland. ] 
think it will be found that the Land 
Bill does not settle that question 
and that it will come up again ir 
the fullness of time and in due sea
son for the consideration of the Im
perial Parliament. I cannot go with 
those who say, “Let us forget all 
about the principle and policy of 
self-government ; let us forget it un
til we are obliged to remember it." 
(Laughter). But what I said- the 
other day to my constituents in Scot
land I repeat here—it is all very well 
to draw up your party programme, 
but Ireland fixes her own place in 
our par ty programme. You, I hope, 
will do what you have done before, 
and what the Irish have shown them
selves for many years before 1886 
they were very good at doing—I hope 
you will follow your leaders, and 
co-operate with them in the Parlia
mentary and other actions they may 
think necessary. I believe we are 
now upon the eve of the most im
portant change that has takcq place 
in the relations of your country and 
mi 'T will always be an- honor 
to mo that ! imve had any share, 
however humble and remote, how
ever unsuccessful it looks, in con
vincing Irishmen that there ore some 
Englishmen, many Englishmen -‘-you 
are wrong in talking of some who 
have abandoned the Irish cause—they 
may be some—I am not sure that I 
know them—yes, I know one or two. 
(Laughter and applause). What I 
mean is that I do not know men of 
the first importance in our party 
who. have abandoned the Irish cause.
Let that be ns it may the Irish fix 
their oWn place in the party pro
grammes, and I hope It will be a 
peaceful place. If this Bill is a 
workable Bill, which it barely is at. 
this moment, I am not at all sure 
that the day is far off when the two 
English parties will sit down toge
ther to say that the time has come 
when they must get this embarrass
ment out of the way, whether it be 
on the lines of the Bill of 1886, or 
whatever else may be fixed upon. 1 
believe the day will come,, and will 
come perhaps soon, when that solu
tion will be adopted.
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A special correspondent of the Liv
erpool “Catholic Times" says:—

In the course of a recent debate in 
the Senate M. Combes declared, am
idst the applause of his supporters, 
that the Concordat had been con
stantly violated by the Church — 
never by the State. Now, the first 
article of that famous instrument 
runs as follows: “The Catholic reli
gion Shall be freely exercised in 
France." Religious liberty could not 
be guaranteed in plainer, or simpler 
terras. When, however, we remember 
what has been occurring in France 
during the last two or three years, 
when we consider the exceptional 
measures which the party at present 
in power has devised and adopted for 
the purpose of reducing the Church 
to a condition of bondage, when we 

thousands of Catholic institu
tions peremptorily closed for no 
other reason than that they are un- 
der the direction of religious congre
gations, when we find tens of thou
sands of the members of these same 
congregations denied the most ele
mentary rights of citizens, when we 
hear of Bishops and priests deprived 
of their stipends on the most flimsy 
pretences; when we see a system of 
espionage established with a view to 
punish those public servants who 
dare to discharge, or even permit 
their family to discharge, their dut
ies as children of the Church; when 
we find that a Catholic can, in fact, 
hardly call his soul his own, we 
must be struck by the singular auda
city of the assertion that the State 

-in other words, the Government of 
the day—has been careful to observe 
the solemn obligation it has con
tracted towards the Church. Both 
in the letter and the spirit the Con
cordat is being deliberately and out
rageously violated- as well by the 
legislative enactments as by the spe
cial decrees for which the President 
Of the Council and his colleague^ are 
responsible.

The enemies of_the Church in 
France have engaged in the present 
campaign with a clear and definite 
purpose, and they are determined to 
stop short at no injustice, ho illegal
ity that might check the realization 
of their project. At all hazards the 
Church must be crushed. To-day the 
religious orders are being struck 
down, to-morrow i]t will be the turn 
of the secular clergy, the day after 
the hapd of the persecutor will in all 
probability fall heavily on the Cath
olic laity. As his Eminence Cardinal 
Mathieu observes in one of his re
cently published essays on the Con
cordat, there is now no “ancien reg
ime" to abolish, yet the Church 
attacked with as much violence as if 
the Bastile were still standing. In 
vain, he says* the Church holds aloof 
from any compromising solidarity 
In vain she declares her adhesion to 
the Republic and her sympathy with 
the democracy, in vain she limits her 
claims to a share in the common li
berties; it is deemed an offence that 
she exist at all. It is made a mat
ter of reproach, he adds, that she re
presents the absolute and the un
changeable, that she asserts her 
right to govern consciences, that she 
insists on her authority to decide in 
questions of faith and morals. It is 
needless to remark that no valid rea
sons can be adduced to justify the 
persecution to which the French 
Church is being subjected. The 
spectre of “Clericalism" has been 
dangled before the eyes of the na
tion, though what Clerical ism pre
cisely means it would be difficult to 
define. The Inquisition, the con
demnation of Galileo, the revocation 
of the Edict of Ni-ntes, the treat
ment of Dreyfus, have all served as 
matter c/f accusation, but only the 
simple-minded can fail to perceive 
that f^one. not even all, of these pre
texts are any justification for the in
iquitous suppression of the religious 
congregations.

The tactics of the Freemasons and 
their Jacobin satellites are obvious— 
they hope that when the outworks of 
the Church shall have been destroyed 
the citadel itself will be more easily 
forced to surrender. M. Combes does 
not mean to denounce the Concordat 
just now. Interpreting the treaty af
ter his own arbitrary ' fashion, he 
turns ft to useful account whilst he 
strangles ecclesiastical liberties. But 
when the psychological moment 
comes, when the Concordat no longer 
serves his pufpose, the reparation be
tween Church and State will be pro
nounced in spitfc of remonstrances 
from any quarter. Do not imagine, 
however, that, her connection with 
the State ceasing, the Church will by 
the fact acquire a position of inde
pendence. Far from it. In the first 
place, how are the clergy to Jive un
der the new order of things? For a 
people amongst whom faith is al
most universally extinct are not iike-

’

orifices for the support of religion 
and its ministers. In the second 
place, there is hardly a shadow of 
doubt that fresh shackles will be 
forged with which to fetter the free
dom of Bishops and priests should 
they dare to exhibit any spirit eave 
that of whispering humbleness. State 
subsidies may be withdrawn. State 
surveillance will not, and It would 
be idle to expect that the Church 
may be permitted, as a compensation 
for the loss of her revenues, to enjoy 
even a minimum of independence. The 
Minister of Worship will see to it 
that a plentiful supply of muzzling 
orders be kept in stock at the Quai 
d'Orsay for immediate use on any 
or no provocation. , Already a circu
lar has been issued directing the do-' 
sure of lion-authorized chapels; we 
may not have long to wait; to see a 
similar flat go forth for the shutting 
up of parochial churches. The naked 
truth is that whilst the infldél fac
tion now dominant has for its imme
diate object the destruction of the 
Church as a corporate body, its ul
terior aim is the dechristianization 
of the country, the uprooting of reli
gion from the soil of France. They 
trust that the existing widespread 
demoralization induced by a licen
tious literatifre, and a licentious the
atre, all which they have fostered 
and encouraged, will facilitate the di
abolical task they have set before

And in presence of such a miser
able situation what is the demeanor 
of the French people, of that nation 
which formerly prided itself on being 
“the Eldest Daughter of the Church?" 
Alas that it should be so, but what 
boots it to conceal the fact? We see 
a helpless clergy and a cowardly 
laity allow the Government to con
tinue its deeds of violence and sacri
lege, whilst as regards the masses of 
the population, -their attitude gener
ally is one of complete indifference 
where it is not demonstratively hos
tile to the victims. That France, 
which from one end to the other was 
for several years fn a fever of ex
citement because a Jewish captain 
was supposed to have been unjustly 
condemned, now stands quietly by 
whilst the most sacred of public li
berties are wantonly and ostenta
tiously violated, whilst tens of thorn 
sands of her most deserving children 
are driven from their homes, cast on 
the highway, robbed of their pro
perty, and forced into exile for no 
other crime than that of faithfully 
following in the footsteps of their 
Divine Master! Can any stronger 
proof• be given that religion is dy 
ing, if not already dead — that the 
hçart of the nation has ceased to 
beat in unison with that of the 
Church? That a people once 
chivalrous should suffer tamely such 
outrages on defenceless men and wo
men whose lives have been conse
crated to well-d-oing is a revelation 
of the melancholy depths to which 
unhappy France has fallen. It
symptomatic of the extreme moral
decadence which prevails that so nu 
merous an array of public benefact
ors, of zealous workers in every field 
of religious, charitable, and novia! 
activity should be cruelly struck
down without the Catholic manhood 
of the country making one serious 
effort to save them.

I can understand that neither
monks nor nuns are popular with 
those citizens who have been educat
ed in the godless primary schools 
and lycees of France, but where me 
the men and women who have been 
trained in Catholic establishments 
during a generation past* The con
vents have had the upbringing of u 
large proportion of French women, 
of high and low condition; Catholic 
institutions have had the intellectual 
and religious formation of, if I mis
take not. a third of thé youth of the 
nation. What have these men and 
women been doing, what are they 
doing at the present moment, to pre
vent the «consummation of a crime 
which shocks all right-thinking peo
ple? No doubt we see many conspi
cuous instances of fioelity to the 
Catholic cause, but where

MR, A. D. FRASER
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Mr. Alex. D. Fraser, of the well 
known St, James street firm of Fra
ser, \ iger & Co., comes into posses
sion to-day of the Nordheimer build
ings, wherein his business has been 
located since May,. 1894, the price 
paid for the property being, it is 
said, in the neighborhood of $190.- 
000.

This property is one of the Lest 
known on the street, and, although 
the figure just mentioned, seems a 
large one, it is understood that Mr. 
Fraser has already declined more 
than one offer in excess of the pur
chase price just mentioned.

The Nordheimer building, which 
has been purchased from Mr, Samuel

constructed upwards of three™ eT 
ers of a century ago, and arTZt 
the same fine condition as when m 
property was transferred to 
Messrs. Nordheimer. e

Mr. Fraser will continue the busi
ness of Fraser. Viger & Co., i„ h „ 
present store, and as he said ,ecenu 
ly. all the leases will, of course be 
respected. v

He will at once undertake oaten 
sive Improvements to the bulldine 
he has just acquired, one or the 
most important being a modern vu 
to-date elevator, the contract 
which has already been given The 
structure itself will be administered 
apart from the business of the firm 
and the organization will be known 
os the Nordheimer Building Com
pany.

Mr. A. D. Fraser entered the em
ploy Of Major Alex. McOibbon about 
33 years ago, remaining with bin. 
until 1885, when Mr. HcGibbon re
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millions? On which side are their 
sympathies? Their culpable indiffer
ence would lead one to think that 
they have gone* over bag and bag
gage to the enemy. It is a fact, as 
noteworthy as it Is painful, that 
pi any of the most .rabid of the lead
ing persecutors are; former pupils of 
one or other of thé teaching congre
gations. Everybody knows the ante
cedents of M. Combes. At the Eccle
siastical Congress of Rheims, in 
1896, more than one member com
plained that, except in districts pro
foundly religious, th* great majority 
of the old pupils of the “congregan- 
ist" schools lapsed into indifference, 
and the other day Drumont, in the 
“Libre Paroje.” bitterly reproached 
the Catholic ladies of the aristocra
cy, ex-pupils, as he said, of the most

Nordheimer, of Toronto, and former
ly of this city, has a very interest
ing history, and the price which the 
present proprietor paid is certainly 
indicative of the wonderful increase 
made in St. James street values dur
ing the past few years.

The block, which has just changed 
hands, has a magnificent frontage on 
St. James street, with a depth ex
tending through to Fortification 
lane, and was formerly the property 
of Hon. Samuel Gale, of this city, 
who sold the stun a to Messrs. Abra
ham and Samuel Nordheimer for six 
thousand •'nunds current money 
($24,000), of the then province of 
Lower Canada, for it was on the

tired. Mr. Fraser then formed a 
partnership with a fellow-clerk, the 
late Mr. Hormisdas Vigor, carrying 
on business where the Canada Life 
building now stands.

Mr. Viger died in Scp^mber, 3893, 
and on the 1st of May, 1891, Mr. 
Fraser removed to his present stand, 
which now becomes his own pro
perty.

1 A prominent feature of the nusi- 
ness is sport.^men’s supplies, the firm 
controlling this branch of the trade 
on both sides of the line, and 
Messrs. Fraser, Viger & Co.’s staff 
are now kept busy day and night 
packing orders for all the famous 
trout and salmon lakes and streams.

tisans of the anti-congregation crus
ade is Madame Waldeck-Rousseau, a 
whilom convent girl; that Madame 
Waldcckf-Rousseau who a week ago 
left the convent of the Augustlnian. 
nuns, where she had been nursed to 
recovery by some of those very icli- 
gieusca she has assisted to proscribe. 
Among the many perplexing ques
tions suggested by the present situa
tion of religion in. France, not the 
least important, I should say, is 
this: How has it come about that 
the Catholic schools—primary, sec
ondary, and higher—have not pro
duced a move virile race of Chris
tians; men and women more Irmly 
attached to the Faith, more sincere
ly devoted to the Church, more jial- 
ous of her rights and liberties, more 
ready at all costs to defend the 
sacred inheritance lieqveathed to 
them by their ancestors?

The Apostolic Delegate
At the Gesn.

Wealth and prosperity should al
ways be mistrusted; poverty and af
flictions borne patiently are the 
signs of a soul’s salvation.—St. Jos
eph of Cupertino.

balls, dinners, receptions am 
“chic" convents, who continued their 
fashionable amusements, at a season; 
when the French Churcji is 'ace. to 
face with one of the ' A 
dest crises in 
has

ALL SAILORS WELCOME.
Concert Every Wednesday Evening

All Local Talent Invited; the finest 
in the City pay us a visit.

MASS at 9.80 a.m. on Sunday. 
Sacred Concert on Sunday Even-

Open week days from 0 a.m. to 10 
p.m. e

On Sundays, from 1 p.m. to 10

On next Sunday, 10th inst., His 
Excellency, the Delegate Apostolic, 
Mgr. Sbarretti, will sing Pontifical 
High Mass in the Church of the Fa
thers of the Society of Jesus, Bleury 
street.

The Mass to be sung is one of 
Gounod's, with full choir and organ 
accompaniment. A Scholastic Dispu
tation on matters Philosophical will 
be held in the Academic Hall of the 
College, under the Church, in the 
evening, at 8 o'clock, by the first 
year students of philosophy. It will 
be conducted in the Latin tongue, 
and in accordance with the procedure 
of- the Schools, commended by the 
approval of well nigh a' thousand 
years. His Excellency will preside.

DEATH OF 'MRS, M, KIEL).
It is with profound regret that we 

chronicle the death pt Mrs. Martin 
Kiely, wife of an old subscriber of 
the “True Witness," which ocurred 
on Monday -last.

Mrs. Kiely’s eldest daughter was 
killed at a Grand Trunk crossing 
some two ,weeks ago, and since that 
time she has steadily failed in 
health. The funeral was held on 
Wednesday morning, to St. Ann’s 
Church, and was attended by a 
large mimber of friends and acquain
tances. The “True Witness" offers 
to Mr. Kiely and family ita most 
sincere sympathy in their greet loss.
-n„>. _
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