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EPISCOPAL APPROBATIO

VN

iIf the English Speaking Catholics of Montreal and of this
Province consuited thelr best interests,they would soon make
of the TRUE WITNESS one of the most prosperous and power-
¢ul Catholic in this countrv. [ heartity bless those who
encourage this excellent work.

t PAUL, Archbishop of Montreal.

-SEPTEMBER 1, 1900.

X Cherrier, at the request of His Grace
0 es 0 e ee 5 Archbishop Langevin, is a tacit ac-
- ceptance of the so-called settlement
of the Manitoba School question. On
RELIGIOUS PROFESSIONS.—AIl- | this subject the ‘‘Northwest Review"
most every week the official organ of | has an admirable article, from which
the archdiocese announces the cere-| we take these few extracts. The ar-
monies of religious professions—tak-; ticle is in reply to *“The Echo,”
ing of wveils, habits, etc.,—and last | whose anti-Catholic prejudices render
week we have a statement of thesel it a very important opponent in this
important functions at the Congrega- ] great struggle. The ‘‘Review” says :
tion de Notre Dame, and at the Sis-|  «Thne Rey. Father Cherrier was
ters of Providence. On Friday, the |lately appointed a member of the Ad-
17th August, Mgr. Racicot presided "isor)b'ed Board, a position which ke
- fessi and tai- | &ccept because he was so directed
- Fhe EChgiOae gRD ess‘c": tion | BY His Grace the Archbishop _of St.
ing of the habit, at the ; ngregalion | Boniface. Commenting upon: that ap-
de Notre Darmpe. Nine sisters pro- | pointment, “L’Echo de Manitoba ”’
mounced their final vows, and nine- :il! ll\:ve it that it stands as an un-
el & bit of | deniable proof that the ecclesiastical
deen postulants receiv hte f: " (d authority has at last given a com-
the Order. On the twentie and | plete  endorsement to the so-called
twenty-first of August, angther rcli-{ conciliatory policy practised since
/gious profession took place at the 1897. And then the ‘Bcho’ goes. on
mother house of the Sisters of Provi- preaching to the reverend gentleraan
A Rev. Father to lay aside his past animosity
-dence. On the ay - Falher' | against that conciliatory policy, and
Bournival, S.J., rector of the scholas- | to follow in the footsteps of his pre-
‘ticate of the Immaculate Conception, decessor‘i Mr.. 8. D. Bertrand, ‘whose
z ‘hen twelve sisters = made zeal and ability,” says the * Echo,’
prefuded, » l; ‘“? eox h Sisbh ‘cannot be too highly praised, as the
“their perpetual vows. o e second | representative of the minority on the
«day His Grace the Archbishop rre-| Advisory Board.’
-sided, when thirty candidates made “We do not object to the ‘Echo’s’
R praising Mr. 8. D. Bertrand, it is on-
t Vvows. »
their firs $ . .|y meet that a salaried servant
t ‘Here is a subject that is fertile in | should once in a while offer a little
‘suggestiveness. That the religious incense to his master; but we doubt
A B t s | very much whether the Rev. Father
vocation amongst women IS NOL O | oporrier will feel inclined to  take
the decline, but rather on the_ 10| him, Mr. Bertrand, for his model. ’
‘crease, in this country can readily be| The whole issue seems to us to be
seen from a perusal of all these re- cleverly put in a nutshell by the
sty eat’s end | ‘'Beview” when it gives expression
ports, from year’s end to‘.y. _| to these sentiments :—
The strength of our religious com ““As to finding in this appointment
munities is ever on the increase, and | an endorsement of the conciliatory
the number of young ladies, who | policy followed since 1897, we have
yearly leave the world behind and [ this to say.

' l 3 wr - - - - - - -
enter the sacred enclosure of clois “If the ‘Echo’ means that we should

or religious life, would suffice alone be ‘guided by the Encyclical, asi m-
to indicate the forward and ever| terpreted for us by ecclesiastical au-
broadening movements of the Church | thority, we beg to inform it ec:hgt
i such has been the course adopt y
and the dfwelopment of our religions Sre N arkbeat: Roviged Gl steloaé
communities. adhered to by Rev. Father Cherrior.
We hope and trust that the reverend
THE PLAGUE AND CHOLERA. — | gentleman v;;eill continue /that {flt',lc;ye
demi : 8o long as occupies a seat
'g”‘ Spidemago. oK d"’h(“t’h“"fD;T Advisory Board, ie., that he will
mla correspondent of the Y| accept every single item of restitu-
Mail,” is one of the worst outbreaks | tion of our constitutional rights and
on record. 'The bubonic plague is | privileges as .i; may wt::ftglus, and
ild’s play compared with it. The continue to advocate ull restor-
dluv dyingp:lrke flied at the rate ation“to these our rights and privi-
BREwee o leges, whether a Hugh John Macdon-
of 3,000 a week. The epidemic is|a1d or a Greenway or any other po-
undoubtedly due to the pollution of { litical leader hold porw‘:d f;:r wb‘a.!.
scanty pply during the thé Catholic minority 0se Sin-
the pee e i » cerely devoted to its interests do ad-
Juming, vocate is equal justice and fair play
The news comes from GlasgowW,| i, 41, whatever their nationality or
religious creed may be, in this West-
ern portion of the free Dominion of
Canada.”” S

thought of a Catholic king i

land. But the position  occupied by
Lord Russell showed that. the
throne, a Catholic may aspire to any
place, He did not become Chief Jus-
tice because Catholics organized or
because the Irish Nationalists made
a point of it. He went out of the
quiet home in Ireland to fight' his
way through life. He won Lis
way not because the power of or-
ganization was behind him; but be-
cause he was worthy to win. While
the air is full of talk about organiz-
ation, would it not be well to ask
whether Catholic Americans do not
rather need men than combinations
that must end in being merely ‘poli=
tical?’’

It is evident that the writers = of

both these paragraphs have = based |

their arguments upon a very excep-
tional case—one that might not have
its counterpart in the history of the
next century. The argument ’is that
because Lord Russell, as a Catholic,
and Irishman, and a Nationalist, snc-
ceeded in reaching the highest post
of honor and emolument in England,
that consequently every Irish Catho-
lic, possessed of ability and the nc-
cessary qualifications could aspire to
the same rank. The second argu-
ment is to the effect that Lord Rus-
sell reached his Chief Justiceship
without the aid of any political, or
national organization; consequen‘ly,
the man who has the. talents, the
pluck, and the opportunity can easi-
ly reach any lofty position in the
world—notwithstanding nationality
and creed. As we before remarked
this is the basing of a rule upon an
exception, and the making that ex-
ception serve as an illustragion of
rule in all matters of a like nature.
Above all do these writers prelend
that organization is useless, because
Lord Russell had no organized force
to support and carry him along.

Nothing could. be more false as a
theory. The united strengthsof two
or three men must necessarily’ be of
greater eflect than the strength of
any one man. So is it with large
bodies; the more numerous their
membership the greater the influence
they exert.

CHINBESE MISSIONARIES.—~ With-
out. wishing to detract from  the
good-will, the sincerity, the ‘enthusi-
asm and the courage of many mnon-
Catholic missionaries in the land of
the heathen, we cannot help noting
the vast chasm that divides the fields
of labor occupied by these good men
and those held by our Catholic mis-
sionaries. In a recent issue the ‘‘Ave
Maria’ quotes a very peculiar state-
ment made by a correspondent in
the Springfield (Mass). “Republican.”
Here is what so attracted the at-
tention of our friend from Notre
Dame :—

““We have always been taught tnat
religious teachers among a people
non-Christian, and therefore oresuin-
ably in the greatest spiritual danger,
were to affront the infidels and suffer
accordingly. This is what the old
martyrs did, and we were told that
in this conduct consisted -their glory.
Now, however, the Presbyterians,
Baptists, and others are sending ca-
ble messiages to all their missionar-
ies to the heathen Chinese to leave
at once and go to a place of safely.
They are not to delay. They are to
run away from their little terrifivd
bands of converts and to ‘go Lo

Now there are be-
and 9,000,000,
per cent. of whom possess the
olic faith. The friars have been the
advance guard 6f civilization.
course, it is easy for stay-at-home
critics to find flaws in their work."
““It has been stated,
that concubinage is common among
because of enormous
charges for performing the marriage
teremony. This is false. The .charge
was only fifty cents in Mexican mo-
ney, or twenty-five cents in our zoin.
The friars have been cl
possessing vast estates, so that ihe
people. rebelled. Some of them did
purchase much-land when it was of
little value, but they rented it to the
people for a trifie and spent the in-
come in works of mercy and public
benefit. The people love their padres.
They are very religious. It is touch-
ing to see in Manilla Spanish, Filip-
ino and American Catholic
boys worshipping together
church, showing the power of the
Church’s mission of peace.

e ——

SCHOOL OPENINGS.

As we announced last week,
schools in general are to open during
the coming week. We dwelt to a cer-
tain length upon the
sending the children early, in
upon the very first day, to the school.
It is not necessary to repeat olur ad-
vice on this -score. We are confident
the parents who propose
sending their children will
lacking in their duty as far as at-
tendance is concerned. This week we
have a few very brief remarks to
make upon another topic.

While parents are generally- willing
to send their children to school
the very commencement of the term,
there are some who neglect almost
entirely the whole macninery of the
Many keep children at home
on the plea of poverty and of the ne-
cessity of taking them to aid in do-
mestic or other work. They say that
they cannot do without the boy to
run messages, or even help the fa-
ther in his trade or business.
claim that their son knows as much
as ever they knew when commencing
The features of the world have
gradually but radically changed since
our parents, or we, ourselves,
The small store
taught knowledge which- sufficed for-
ty years ago, would be practically of
little use in our day. The youth of
the present must be as fully equipped
for life's struggle as are his
panions, or else he will fall sadly be-
hind. Moreover, parents
right to make slaves of their chil-
dren, to keep them at home to do
messages and do other menial work.
““We cannot get along without our
boy to help,’”’ they say. How would
they have got along had God never
given them a son? or if that son
were stricken with some infirmity ?
or if that son were to die? They
would have to get along without
him. They can do 'the same aow
now when it is for the purpose of
giving that son a chance to occupy &
‘higher position in’ his futuré life.

When the parents grow old and foe-
ble, when ‘‘age comes on ‘with iis

4 soenia to want to hold the lead in

all tuture settlements; that Germany

thinks she should have the governing |

of China; that France appears to be
disinclined to co-operate with tle
British; and that the end of the
struggle is likely to be as far away
from its commencement, as has been
the case with the Boer war in South
Africa,. ;

This is all we could glean from the
past week's despatches; much of
which we suppose is authentic and
much of which we don’'t believe at
all. Consequently, as far as the Chi-
nese war goes, we are not prepared
to say anything — for the very good
reason that we know nothing posi-
tive.

In regard to the other fight in
South Africa; which. is being kept up
with wonderful® persistence by the
Boers, we could only repeat names of
places and refer our readers to a
map of the war for exact details, It
is a species of guerilla warfare that
they are keeping up. How long it
can last is more than ‘“Bobs’’ ' him-
self can say. In connection, how-
ever, with the Transvaal war we
heard a very good thing, told by a
priest who' was on the recent pil-
grimage to Paray-le-Monial. " He
spent nine days in Ireland, on the re-
turn trip, and visited, amongst other
places, Killarney.  There he heard a
conversation between an English
traveller and an Irish guide, in which
the former spoke of the Boers. The
Irishman passed no comment, antil
the Eng,ishman said: ‘‘No wonder
the Boers could hang out so long,

"they fought from behind rocks and

trees.”’ The Irish guide at once re-
plied : “‘Of course they did, and the
English ' fought from “behind  the
Irish.”’ It is a long call froth Pekin
to Killarney, from Li Hung Chang to
the Irish boatman, but having noth-
ing to say about the actual war, we
thought it no harm to give our read-
ers something genuine—far more ge-
nuine than all the war despatches.

e ——
MASS FOR THE DEAD.

A writer in the Pittsburgh ‘‘Senti-
nel’’  says :—‘The average Catholic
of to-day has but little faith in the
eflicacy of the Mass—especially as a
means of delivering souls from pur
gatory.” In the first place the
writer of the foregoing knows noth-
ing about the matter at all. The
average Catholic, and we might say
every individual Catholic of to-day
has just as much faith in the efficacy
of the Mass, be it for the souls ' of
the departed, or for the living, as
ever had the-Catholics all the world
over, since the days of the Apostigs.
In fact, the vast number af
quiem’’ Masses chanted, or said every
day throughout Canads alone would
suffice to overthrow any such mal-
volent contention. While we do not

‘deem. it worth the space and time to

make a reply to such an absurdly er-
roneous . statement, we cannot. help

referring to the fact that the “‘aver:
‘age Catholic,” while possessing ‘the
faith, is not ever certain as to the

real efficacy of the Mass when said
‘ al

- FE o b

THE. ROCK'S WAYS. — When
the ~ editor of the . Londen
“'Rock " tells his constituents that
‘‘there never was a real university,
nor a real work of art that could
not be traced to some Protestant
founder, we think he must be losing
his small head. As to universities,
the Church had them flourishing ages
before the ‘‘Reformation.’’ Here are
a few lines that tell of Catholicity in
the far away past :
*Oxford, Bologna, Paris and Saler-

no,

Cambridge and Alcala, whe'er you

turn,

Prague and Vienna, Ingoldstadt aund
Louvain, i

Leipsig and Basle, from Germany to
Spain,

From Thurso to Tarent, and back

again,

Still here some Pope hath raised =
college, there

Some Council set a Greek or Hebrew
chair.”

Elsewhere, on this subject, the
same story is told in eloguent words
to the following effect :—

““They come crowding on, these
noble sons of a noble mother, in glo-

{ rious procession, and show forth 1o

the world the glory of their mother,
the spotless Church of Christ our
God. She has produced architects the
like of which the world had never
known. Fontana, Julio Romane, Bra-
mante, Michael Angelo, and Bernini.
Painters and sculptors unrivalled —
Leonardo da Vinci, Titian, the vwo
Caracci, Domenichino, Paul Veronesc,
Raphael, and Angelo. Who has any-
thing to vie with St. Peter's Church
at Rome? Has the world ever heard
anything so beautiful or so noble as
the melody of the sublime Catholic
music which thrills the souls of wmen
at all times. but.most of all when
engaged in solemn worship before the
altar of God? Let us, then, reverc.’

And for pages might this theme be
kept up—for pages could not con
tain the glories and achievements of
the Church:

A HEROIC MEASURE. — Johun
Rankin, of Hickory Corners, Pa., cut
off his son’'s hand with a knife Aug.
19. Rankin and the little lad, three
‘years old, were picking huckleberries.
Suddenly the boy came to him
screaming. Holding up his hand, the
fathér saw two small wounds upon
it, while the child spoke of a huge
snake. Ten yards away Rankin found
a great rattlesnake coiled and ready
to strike. With one blow of a club
he killed the reptile, but he knew
that the deadly poison was at work
in the child's hand, and they Wwere
far from medical assistanee. Realiz-
ing that every moment meant life or
death for his boy. Rankin seized the
child, and with one blow of a heavy
knife he struck off the hand at the
wrist above the snake bites. Stop-
ping the flow of blood with a cord,
he carried the child home, and after
several hours a doctor arrived aud
dressed the wound. The medical man
says the little lad will recover. Ile
has no doubt .that the father saved
the child’s life.

KILLING OF RULERS.—Whethr
there is much of little or mothing in
the stories of a conspiracy, hatched
abroad, for the assassination of (he
psident of the United quu-, there
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