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A Few Points Regarding Ducks.
As information about poultry raising hus heep

accumulated and as the demand for properly fat-

tened fowl has Increased, duch.s have risen iy
popularity among growers of the f athered kind

Formerly ducks ran more or less wild and their

flesh did not acquire that nice flavor that- ig

given to it to-day by partial confinement, and
suitable feeds. The (ime Wwas when breeders were
obliged to plead with dcalers to handle their
output, but’ now many 100-acre farms are de-
voted exclusively to duck raising, and the crop,
when 10 weeks of age, goes to the trade without
gerious: trouble or inconvenience. Duck catinx
has become both fashionablle gnd pleasant.

It appears that thousands of farms are ad-
mirably adapted for the handling of 4 few ducks.

Ponds or running streams gre unnc:cessary, that

is exploded theory. What is required are com-
fortable though not e¢laborate quarters and somoe
knowledge as to how they should be fi d. Ducks

will not or should not replace chickens on the
average farm, but we Dbelleve that the wel)-footed
birds could be kept and bred profitably in addi-
tion to the hens. The bhusy season with them
is short, and their accommodations can be more
rudely constructed.

lJ(l)us-ing, breeding and feeding are the threa
important phases of duck raising. Their feathers
will protect them from almost any amount of
cold, but they like to have thelr foet warm an |
dry when at rest. This peculiarity makes it
un\nem)ssm‘y to construct expensive bui'dings. A
small house made of rough lumber with the
cracks covered and the roof papered, shingled or
covered “with metal to prevent leaking will
sutice. The floor should Le kept as dry as possi-
ble. Often a board floor is la'd 6 or 7 inches
from the ground and then covered with dry
earth and leaves or straw. The breeding stock
should be at liberty to go out when they please,
for ducks like activlity, and it 'is the exercise
they will take of their own accord that prevents
digestive troubles and keeps them hvu.lt/h‘\, .

They will be out early in the morning even in
the snow and cold, for they like the fresh air,
but at night they like to get into a dry,
sheltercd place and squat down on their feet, the
vital part of their external anatomy,

In breeding, the parent flock should not Le fed
too much fattening food. It i3 nece:ssary to
force the ducklings, but the laying stock should
have an abundance of green feed and egg forming
rations., A good mixture recommended for breed-
ing ﬁll%]l]il‘\lllg ducks is as fol ows : 50 per cen:.
by measure corn meal, 15 per cent. whrat bran,
15 per cent. green feed such as cooked potatoes,
turnips or other vegetables, 12 per cont. Ievaf
Scraps, and 8 per cent. coarse sand or grit. This
should be mixed wlith water to a dry, crnnﬂ;ly
state and fed twice a day night and llu)l'lfl!lﬁr.
When the brecding season is over this I'il‘l():[
should be changed to equal parts by measure of
cornmeal, wheat bran and a cheap grade of
flour; 10 per cent. of this bulk beef scraps, 10
per cent. coarse sand or grit and 12} per cent.
grecn feeds such gs green rye, oats, ('ln\‘e}:' or any-
thing of this nature available at the time. It
the ducks have considerable freedom and access to
grass and grit the two latter parts c¢f the allow
ance might be omitted. ~

Secure a good drake and run from 5 to 7
ducks with each drake. Often more females than
stated ahove can run with g single drake and the
€ggs prove fertile, but that depends largely on
the character of the male bird. It is not wise
to make the proportion of females to mal: too
large. Iy, many cases, ¢special v on large ]-] ints,
the' cgps are incubated  artilically but this in
Creases t{he initial expense, and where brood,
hens ar available there shou'd he little dlﬂn-ult‘)
in getting 4 good hatch and rearing the duck
lings with a very small percentage of loss

When feeding remember that a ‘illf"\ has n)
frop; the food passes at once to the gizzard, l)ll‘lx
mgking ¢ unwise to fecd any quantity of hard
course an-l

grains.  They will consume some e

relish it a1y is ‘proved by their foraging in srain

fields it .p arves yut ~ dueklings  particularly
after  harvest, ,

should (¢f the greater part of their feed in the
form or |,ushes.

There are  three different phasis of Teeding
first, 16 ‘pare ducks for market at ten w.ie i ol
age; sccond, 1o develop younz ducks to le J"vv "
88 brecders; and third, the feeding of  hrexding
Stock. 1iic\s for the market chould le disrose |
of at 1.1, weeks of age, durine which i
haps 1 liffcrent mixtures or rations corll
he usel

Fro rne of hatching to five
vide ¢ lHowing mixture Crac
Crumyi, corn meal, equal 1Tt
hard-y, cees, 15 per cent. of 1h
of craq and meal; sand., 5 U
total clers and meal Vi
milk d fonr times a da ) .

Fro ¢ to twenty days old feed thi :
ing 1135 Wheat hran, two jx

corn p ne part; rolled oat ! vl b

beef scraps,
.cent.; green feed, 10 per
to a dry crumbly

with watey
state and feed four Chicks hatched

twenty to forty-two days old gl e
one part; beef scrars, 5 per
5 per cent.; green feed.
to a dry, crumbly
times g day-.

forty-two to seventy days old, the fol

Corn meal, two rarts

milk and butter producer as ghe
bition, where she stood second

5 per cent.; green fe d,
to a dry, ccumbly

tne cost of construc

Small flocks usually
A flock of twenty-five birds wyll usually
bird than a flock of one hun-
It will cost more, h()wc\‘m‘, to construct
four houses for four flocis of twenty-five biprds
for one hundred birds, and
r to carefor the four flocks,
production secured from the
smaller flocks would doubtless more than offset
the extra cost of labor.
one hundred birds can he divided into four flocks
in one large house.

state and feed four times
recommendations should be uscd

3 l‘ . ‘e A0MOF A
They are used ay more eggs per

largely where
Le purchased, put
and meal gva;l-
a good ration.

farm there should }e chop

able that would combine into each than one hous:

it will take more labo

Housing the Poultry.

of the things upon which proitalle
production depends is g gcod, comfortatle h
gs laid during the winter months the
from th2 farm ffock, 'but
ake the hens lay dur-
On come farms

I'he more ey -
are the yrofits
question is to m
ing the cold months of the y

and on other farms the hens gro kept in th-
There are on many farme, how-
poultry-houses
poorly ventilated and with damp floo-s.
housing conditions are often
low winter yproduction from a rood floc-.

particular type o

Otherwise g
preferably the latter,
poultry-house

The nearer § juare g
ing equal—the less lump

construction.
the cost of building,

tion-roof house.

one-third pitch,

the house easy

Rocks ninp, and

Ready for Christmas.

and for two

dropring-hoard

pin® is fre juer 19d
poultrv houses Fron }

| 2003

weather, for egg production is good and ‘the
fowls keep in g thriving and viyorous condition.
(from stock kept. fin cold or eool
are usually much stronger and thriftier -
than chicks hatched from stock kept in warmer
A house which is open on the south sglide
on the other three sid>s in
to' make it draft-rroof,

The location of the house should be dry. If
wet or damp it should be well
be done by putting in g tile
open ditch. The yards should be

will be dry most of tha

Damp ground is cold and it soon hecomes

sour and unhealth y.
Chickens grow best on a
sandy or gravelly loam .
Both of these tvpes of soil
are usually easily drained
and may be kept in a nice
sweet condition. .

Houses that face t n ¢
south sgecure the largest
amount of exposure to the
Sun’'s ray s, which the
fowls en'oy. A slightly
eastern exposure 'is to be
preferred to a westérn ex-
posure unle:s the prevail-
ing winds are from th e
east.

A safe woriing rule is
to allow aYhout fou'r to
fiX sjuare feet fioor space
per- bird." The lishter
breeds, leghorns - g n d
Anconas, are more active
than the g neral uti ity
bre:ds, '} lymoith Rocks
and Wyandottes, gnd they
will stand slightly more
crowding. 1t is g good
plan, however, to give the
birds as much room as
possible, keeping in mind

ion per bird,

Pay better thap large

Then, again, g flock of

Damp air in the poultry-house is fatal to gL
much better to have g cold,
dry house than a warm, damp one, Hoar-frost
on the walls of 5 house is the result of warim,
moist air coming in contact with the cold walls,
If the foul gair is gradually mixed with fresh air,
no rime will occur,

An earth floor is frequently satisfactory where
soil is light in texture and well drained.

cement floor is better, and
as it 18 more durable and

house is-o0 her tnings be-
er it will require. A long
tharr g short, deep one,
arca of exposed surface

it is more inclined to be drafty.

The shape of the roof influenc2s the coit of
The steeper the pitch the greater
particularly with g shod-
roof house as compared with g gable or combina-
On the other hand, the steeper
the pitch the longer it will last. Most roofs are

shingle roofs should be

A poultry-house should e of simple construc-
permanent fixturcs tmere are
The feeding hoppers, dis ing boxes
movable in order (o make

The roosts should be made low down, particu
breeds Ieghorns rejuire

perch  room, Plymouth

Brahmas tenp. The roosts may
be made of two by four inch scantling or of two
with the, corn rs ‘\]lL'}l‘l_'\

dropping-board is used it should be
admit of casy cleaning. For

board should bhe twinty
roosts the hoards should

It shouwuld be made of
should Le well cor tructed,

are  located  undior  the
not Lovineloirds
Ve sl I B Tibhor
twelve 1) IMvin inch

as this
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