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What Saskatchewan Does to Help Its Farmers i et fus and aisiimisd to o srone bon of love ther is between

F. H. Auld, Deputy Minister of Agriculture, Saskatchewan.

ASKATCHEWAN farmers differ unpald shares are fealures common
S widely. They represent in thelr to both. This comparison, however,
rank a large variety of races, pro- i8 by the way. The notable tact In
fessions and occupations. They came connection with the Hilevator Com-
from all climes and countries. The Pany s that the government loaned
conditions under which they live and 86 per cent. of the money needed to
Iabor were new to the most of them construct the elevators, and in the
when they came, and this alone im- early days when banks were not so
posed a grave responsibility upon anxious to finance the business of the
the Saskatchewan Government with company as they are to-day the gov-
respect to agricultural instruction. ernment found it necessary to guar-
When Saskatchewan was o) antee the repayment of their current
in 1905 there were only 257,763 per. borrowings. Every reader of the agri-
sons in the province, and 209,301 of cultural or financial press knows how
these, or 69.77 per cent., were classed successful the Saskatchewan Co-
as rural dwellers, The census of operative Elevator Company, the larg-
1916 showed Saskatchewan's rural est of the farmers' elevator compan-
population to be 471,182, or 86.1 per les, has proven.
, and her urban population 76, Cooperative Marketing of Wool and
or 139 per cent. Immigration Poultry.
ried, so voluminous, and 80 re- These lines of effort have been car
cent, as these figures show the mMove- piad on by the Cooperative Organiza
ment to Saskatchewan to have been, yjon Branch for three years with very
could not but impose many responsi- p, 1 resnlts. wool
bilities. Highways, telephones and g4 for higher prices in 1916 than
schools were urgently needed. Munl- gimilar wool anywhere else in Can-
cipal institutions had to be supplied 445 Poultry marketing stations have
and strengthened. Public bulldings for' two years handled a large quan-
wore few and inadequate. New laws iy of poultry, and since these enter-
had to be framed to meet new condi- prises were undertaken by the gov-
tions. The legislative and adminis- grpment local prices have been se
trative record of the Saskalchewan o, the basis of what the government
Government since 1905 shows what L..1jzed for Its patrons.
has been done to make agriculture  gackatchewan passed a law four
profitable and rural life attractive In y..rs ago making it possible for needy
Baskatchéwan. farmers to buy cattle, sheep and swine
Cooperative Creameries. on credit terms, by pn.;'tr;: a‘: ‘lm-l
Since 1906, when there  were no 25 per cent in cash and o balanee
creameries In Saskatchewan which 00 eAsy terms, with ""T"':" far ml
were mot cooperative, the Saskatch. 10W the rate usually paid for cre

ion Several thousand
rnment has ted all 3 - :
:ra{n m::n B:'r:lmcrlu in mc”;:": head of stock, consisting of pure-bréd

vince. In 1907 the cooperative bulle, grade cows and heifers, and
treameries made 66,346 ponuds of but. Durebred rams and ewes have ‘:”“
ter as compared with 2,538,061 pounds supplied under its provisions since
in 1916, This development is due to this Act was passed.
the management of them by the Dairy Farm Loans.
Commissioner for Saskatchewan, who  The Live Stock Credit and Sale
for the past ten years engaged local Act was to a limited extent the means
managers, purchased supplies, mar- of providing cheaper money for farm-
keted the product and_ paid the pat- ers, but land credit at lower rates
rons. Judicious control over the or- than have been available from the
ganization and location of new cream- usual sources of farm loans came into
eries, the: introduction of a graded demahd. To provide this the Sas-
geale of prices for milk and cream ac- katchewan Government has passed
cording to quality, and the grading of legislation which will enable a Farm
butter for markets outside of the pro- Loan Board to loafl to farmers, at
vinece, together with zovernment ald cost, money which the province will
in equipping and operating the co- borrow. All loans will be on the
operative creameries, have been the amortization plan. and will be repay-
main features which contributed to able in 30 equal annual payments.
their remarkable suoccess. 1t is expected that under this plan an-
The cooperative creameries being nual payments of less than our farm-
no longer “infant industries,” are cut- ers now pay for interest alone will be
ting loose from government aid, and sufficient to cover both principal and
as one large incorporated company, interest.
known as The Saskatchewan Coopera- ¢

tive Creameries, Ltd, will Wanage ... ,.,;per of school districts ex-

Educational Efforts.

in elght years
rural schools no less than $2,213, the “Homeland” and the hearts of her
675.88. children who are far away. In fact,
Since 1908 the government has sup- I think, if there is any difference, it is
1 readers free of charge to that the absent ones love and ap-
every school in the province. During preciate the old home even more than
'.h-lyun '.h::hol:.' has been In force the ones who have never left it.
Do less 402,761 books have been Py comparing your native land with
80 distributed at a cost of $82,128.96, gifferent districts with which we be-
and at a saving of over $65,000 to the come acquainted, we realize more
people of the province. By this action fqlly what a wonderfully favored land
the former sum has been saved to the Onptarfo really is. And in the home-
parents of children who have been gick spells, when we long with all our
attending school. hearts to be “back home,” (it will al-
Secondary Education. ways be that to us) then we know as
A good primary . education 18 A wq never knew before, how very, very
prime requisite, but secondary edu- gear are the scenes of our ehildhiood.
cation has not been neglected. Pro- And 1o whow §6 Clibbers b
vision is made in our statutes and en- ':"‘ “:‘, [":: (lp‘::“ih"u“ {r):‘m‘:r:’
couragement la glven by a evstem of ' yny 4 tall you that we are always

grants out of the public treasury in 3
ald of high schools and collegiate in- trying to transplant a little of Ontario

stitutes. ‘There are mnow 22 high "}“‘l“ e ;thtvd ;‘vv\nvl!"i\ anr {v'm
schodls add. ooflegistes In Saskhtch. (DIOK We DAV maple soedh piAnLEC 13
our garden. 1 said, “it will be a long

ewan, and all of them were establishea
since the organization of the province
in 1905, Legislative grants amounting
to $301,412.10 have been paid during
the past eight years. To complete the
educational edifice a state university,
liberally supportefi by public funds,
has been established at Saskatoon,
and associated with the university
and an integral part of it is the Col-
lege of Agrienlture. Nearly two mil-
lion dollars have baen spent upon the
university, and much of this has been
devoted to agricultural education and
research.

Liberal grants in aid of agrieultural

time before we will have maple trees,
but it will not be long till we will have
maple Jeaves” And how we have
longed for the beautiful old maple
trees! Then I-have had slips of plants
gent to me all the way from Ontario
and 1 have loved and cherished them
s0. We often wish, too, that we had
on our farm some of the Ontarlo wild
flowers.

And oh! you see it in so many ways
—the love for the old home. When
we meet strangers in this country, one
of the first questions always |Is,
“Where do you come from," and as
socleties are pald by the government 8000 s we hear that anyone has come
toe326 socletiea and two winter fairs, {rom Ontario, there {s & bond of sym-
From onehalf to twothieds of the Dathy afonce. Just lately 1 was in a
money expended in prizes for live small company of people and & strang-
Stock and sgricultural exhibits Is re. oF came up to me. (WW are not very
pald in the form of grants. particular about introductions in our

Just at this season especially is the country, for we are all strangers to.
work of the Bureau of Labor in sup- gether). The stranger said: “Excuse
plying farm help worthy of note, It me, but what part-of Ontario did you
has many other duties, of course, but come from? 1 h:nrd you say you
not the least of them is that relating came from there.
to getting annually an adequate sup-  How we love to tell about Ontario
ply of labor for stooking and thresh- to the people who have never been
ing our grain crops. The Bureau there! And that “we" includes all the
maintains three public employment of- children of old Ontario. When they
fices and receives applications from go back home they naturally talk of
farmers for men. The best evidenc® the west and that is perhaps the rea-
of its usefulness is the fact that it aids son the home folks get the idea that
in handling upwards of 30,000 farm they have gone back on Ontario. Pt
hands each year, most of them at get any of them in conversation with
harvest time. some one who has never seen Ontario

In conclusion, T sball refer to the and you would soon realize that how
fact that only a lttle more than two ever extravazantly they boost the
vears ago the retail sale of liquor Was west, In their hearts s still a very,
jegal in every province except Prince _yery warm spot for the old home. Jlow

Jdward Island. The Saskatchewan wo Jove to describe the old orchard
Government exercised the DOWers and the grand old maple trees, the
which it had been given after the pbeautiful farms and fine buildings and
ontbreak of the war to strike a death good roads! So often I have sald to
blow at the trade in intoxicating English people on the prairie, “Oh, |
liquors. Measuring the benefit of this hope you will never go home without
reform by the gauge with which the geeing Ontario.” Once while in Al
public 1s most familiar—the financial perta I was at a lecture, when the lec-

but which, after all, is the least (yror was euddenly surprised by o

their own affairs in future. The s.;; lsting In 4,
::';:::::(ng.!he n:;u:l“:,]qo:wu 1st, 1905, was 894. The number in ex-
erect and equip local branch cream- istence on December 31st, 1916, was
erfes and cold storage warehouses, or- 2,878, showing an increase of almost
ganized by the Saskatchewan Cream- 3,000 in a period of 11 years, or an

9 average of 270 for each year.

important, it . may be stated that by gpontaneous and ringing cheer, juct
this means ten millions a year have pecquse he had sald something parti-
been saved for useful enterprises In cylarly fine about Ontario. 1 am sure
this province alone. two-thirds of that audience were from

eries, Ltd. | vemsaliston e The government not only
. Cooperative Elevators. @ Jarge way in the organiza-

The Saskatchewan Cooperative tion of districts, but it provided the
Creameries are the oldest form of co- funds for rendering financial assist.

a man tarn and look at his neighbor
fon that plainly said,

Ontario and what pride you counid «ee
HOME CLUB

operative enterprise in Saskatchewand, ance to these districts, not

and when the Grain Growers in 1908 ing the heavy burden created by the
wanted gover the number of schools
creameries furnished an object lesson. The following figures will indicate
Consequently the form which govern- what this has meant to the public
ment assistance took oorresponded treasury:

with that which was contemplated aa  For the year 1906 the total grants
the ultimate form of assistance for paid to all districts amounted to $261,
the cooperative creameries, namely, 200.50. This Increased to $350,807.95
aid in financing plants owned, con- in 1910, and to $639,812.08 in 1915,
trolled and operated by the farmers In addition to these grants the gov-

that in many respects
operative Creameries Act is

Cooperative Elevator Act. object of which at the time was to
mlmbﬂﬂﬂz tax unoccapled land outside of school
tral

the new Co- ing additional revenues through the
simflar Supplementary revenue act, the chief

in their faces! 1 was amused to see
" ¥
“ Homeland " Ties Continue
the same expression they immediately
shook hands.
MUST not let this Western Number ~ We Jove this glorlous west of ours
£0 Into #o many homes of dear old with its vastness and newness and
Ontario without a little message ol wealth of beauty and the fascination
greeting to the Home Club. 1 think of watching it “Iin the making” But
that the “home folks” In On ever cease to love the dear

§
:
:

sometimes have the feeling that we old home, that Is like part of us. be
who have left home to go to & “new oguse it is so entwined in our hearts,
country,” have gone back on Ontario being inextricably woven with so many
or do not properly appreciate it. And sacred memories. And so I say from
now while our western land is in the my heart, “Three cheers for old On-
thoughts of Home Club members af- tario!” And again,—“Three !

ter reading & whole magazine full of for the farmers who have made her
articies about us, 1 would like to add what abe is!"—"A B. C. Pjoneer.”
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