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Make Improvements Now
. I YE business depression that is hanging over
our cities makes this a good time to effect

improvements. Labor is more plentiful than it

has been for several years. Probably, teo, it
can be gotten much cheaper. The income of
the farmer has not been reduced by war but
rather increased. All things combine to make
this an ideal construction period.

When the war is over und trade revives there
will be much building with increasing demand
for both labor and materials. The cost of con-
struction will go up. To do our building now
when he labor market is depressed, would not
only be good business but a patriotic action as
well. Why not provide work for the unemployed
of our cities in erecting the new fences, laying
the tile drains, or completing some of the more
extensive building operations that we have long
had in prospect?

A Proved Lie

"TIIE only insurance of peace is preparedness
for war.”” We all know that maxim. It has
been a favorite one on the lips of jingois:ic poli-
ticians and with editors of a perfervid yellow
press. In the past it has impressed some of us
as being good logic. We now know that it was
molded in the hell of international jealousies and
that it %as resulted in the letting loose of that
hell in the most terrible and bloodiest struggle
the world has ever seen. The lie has been nail-
ed. The evidence against it is written large in
the blood of our soldiers. Ravished women and
burning cities attest its falsity.

“In times of peace prepare for war as an in-
surance for continued peace,” we have been ad-
vised. We have done it. P
has made quick mobilization possible. Tt is so
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easy te start am inter al conflict when
tary machinery moves like clock work that an
incident, which otherwise would have been peace-
ably settled, has resulted in almost a world war.

“In times of peace prepare for more peace,’
was the good but unheeded advice of the pacif-
ists. When the bright day of peace again comes
we will be more ready to take their advice, and
we will not do it as in the past by building
greater navies and (raining greater armies, but
by spreading abroad the spirit of the Mau  of
Galilee, who expounded the grand doctrine of
brotherhood, in these simple words, ‘“Love thy
neighbor as thyself.”

The Logic of International Trade
F our export trade were to be brought to a
standstill by the Canadian people insisting
on Canadian made goods only, the country would
of course in time adjust itself to changed condi-
tions, and factories would start again. Indus-
tries based on an export business would be re-
duced. Others, manufacturing products that
had been more largely imported, would increase.
But would such a readjustment be a profitable
one? An illustration will answer the question.

Let us suppose that a community has an out-
put of one hundred million dollars, fifty millions
of which is clothing and fifty million agricultural
implements. The people of this community find
that another community can produce sixty million
dollars worth of clothing as cheaply as they can
produce fifty million dollars worth. In the case
of implements the situation is reversed; the first
community can produce sixty million dollars worth
of implements as easily as the foreigner can pro-
duce fifty million dollars worth. Were competi-
tion allowed absolutely free play trade would so
adjust itself that in a short time the first commun-
ity would be manufacturing agricultural imple-
ments only and importing all of their clothing,
and the second community would be manufac-
turing clothing only. Suppose that the first com-
munity requires one-half of its implement output
for its own use. The result of a year’s trading
would leave its people with fifty million dollars
worth of implements and sixty million dollars
worth of clothing in exchange for their export
of fifty million dollars worth of implements, or a
total of one hundred andgten million dollars
worth of goods. The foreigner would also gain
ten million dollars by the transaction. There
would be twenty million dollars more wealth in
the world than had each insisted on producing
both implements and clothes. There would be
just as many men working in both countries. The
pay envelope would be heavier because the same
amount of money would buy more goods.

This is the reason for international trade, Na-
tions trade together because it is profitable to do
so. Obviously anything that stands in the way
of this trade reduces profits; hence, the pro-
tective tariff, hampering international trade as it
does, stands directly in the way of the best in-
dustrial development. It leads to the establish-
ment of exotic industries and retards the develop-
ment of industries to which the country is admir-
uhly adapted. The organized farmers of Tanala
in standing for free trade as they do, have shown
a truer jation of sound e ies than
many who hold college degrees and pieach pro-
tection.

Trade within the Empire
ANY who will grant the sound logic of the
free trade argument urge that it is the
duty of all Canadians to demand goods of Cana-
diar. or British manufacture at the present time,
and thus keep the wheels of industry moving Such
a course, it is urged, will provide work for our
unemployed and help to solve one of the most
problems confronting the country, It
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will alse help ®ld England to market some of
goods that, in times of peace, went to Geimany

To follow such a course absolutely wo ld i
volve a considerable sacrifice on the part f
people. We trade with foreign countries ' cauy
it is profitable to do so. To stop such ti. de ¢
tirely would inevitably result in an increas d coy
of living. Is it, then, too much to ask thar the
Canadian manufacturers agree to run their plany
on a uno-profit basis unti! the close of the war
They have not hesitated to ask us to make sa
fices on their account. Should they hesitite i
make equal sacrifices on our behaif?

Even were the Canadian people and Cunadiy
manufacturers to agree to work together ‘or gh,
solution of the unemployment problem it s y,
thinkable that imports of manufactured gooq,
would entirely cease. Canada is a larg
porter of agricultural produce und we are yoy
being urged to redouble our efforts to ;rody
more for export. It is a rule of internatioy,
trade that goods maust be paid for in goods |
ports represent our pay for exports. It is jus;,
question of where those imports will come frop
Heretofore they have come in greatest «uantiy
from the United States. It is now desirable th
they come from Great Britain, and thus keep the
factories going there. This trade could he ay

o

mented greatly by an increase of the [firits
Preference. The throwing down of tarifi walls
to Great Britain would result in an immediy,

increase of trade between Canada and the Mothe.
land, with marked advantage to both. With sy
cooperation,—the people demanding Canudis
and British goods, the manufacturers suppiyin
these goods at cost price, and the governmen

removin « barriers to trade wi*hin the Empire~
we' wo %0 a long way towards solving the
probl »f unemployment for our working men
But people cannot be expected to make all the

s.
Farming with Brains

'E paragraph in an article in a recent s

of our United States contemporary, Success

ful Farming, attracted our attention. The writ,

in speaking of a locality in which arc may

educated farmers, not a few being universiy
yraduates, says:

“It is particularly noteworthy that all of they
educated countrymen are making a success d
farming. They are up-to-date, they pursu. -
proved methods of agriculture; they feed fhe
soil and increase its vield; they apply factoy
methods and business system to their farmiy
operations; they keep in touch with the mu
kets and their requirements. In a word i
are farming with brains instead of brainless
operating farms."

The application of brains to farming is boud
to bring results. Some time ago Farm and Dany
published on this page the result of inve::gatioy
conducted by the United States Depar men df
Agriculture in three states of the Amer
Union. Almost without exception, it wus fou
that college educated farmers were the best fi
ers, their labor incomes being larger than i
of their neighbors who had equal opportusi
but less education. The ridicule with vhich
suggestion of book fartiing was once re eived
now a thing of the past. The value of cd
in its relation to farming is heing placcd o
proper place. We now recognize that while
cation will not make a good farmer ¢l a
not maturally adapted to the business, thit
will make a better farmer of the man  host
clinations lie in the direction of ay:i
The educated man on the farm has “made oo

Silo filling is the rush order of the uy.
i$ in rushing, more farmers this year thai et
fore, You can't stop a good thing.
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