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In Canada, last year, the Vital 'if life insurance llritisli “

"new an<l taken up" «as practically $100,000,000—a 1 "ited States 
pain of alxiut $q,500.04*) over the 1907 showing. 1 lus 
affords striking evidence that agency forces wortfc-d 
with strong determination to turn hard times to the 
ties! possible account in their business. During the 
closing months of 1907, the echoes of the New York 
financial crisis undoubtedly interfered somewhat with 
the carrying on of life insurance. Many a prospec­
tive applicant had to be let alone for a few months 
until he "sized up just where he was at". Rut, during 
1908, conditions grew steadily more favourable It 
became evident that Canada had escaped any very 
acute distress, and that business recovery was pro­
ceeding apace—surely, if not quickly. At the same 
time, though, the shock of 11717 was severe enough to 
check the speculative fever that had been all too much 
in evidence. Aral one beneficial result was an in­
creased interest in life insurance. This was clearly 
evidenced by the advance showing of n*18 business, 
which appeared in the February jfith and March 5th 

of Tin: CiikoMi 11: ( See page 879! and is Iwirnc

'.116,90198,306Tuial in Canada....

The falling-off of nearly eleven millions in the 
new business of iyo6, compared with the 1905 
mord, is to be accounted for by the general in­
terruption to insurance activity from which North 
America suffered for several months. One c the 
unlooked-for results of ill-directed “reform zea 
in Now York State was deprivation of thousands 
of families of the insurance protection that would 
otherwise have l»ern theirs. Regarding C anadian 
companies, public opinion was not long in saneh 
realizing there was no cause for alarm. A mistake 
here and there, or an occasional error in manage­
ment, did not long obscure the fact that ( andian 
life insurance in general was efficiently and honest­
ly managed. And at midyear, 1907# there was 
every prospect of that year's new business consider­
ably exceeding the IQ06 showing Rut the later 
influence of general financial unrest and consequent 
trade depression checked the rising trend, and 1907 
registered another decline. So marked, however, 
has recovery l>een during IQ08, that a new high- 
mark will not now he surprising.

issues
out by the accompanying abstract now to hand from 
the Superintendent of Insurance.

More Canadian new business came to the com­
panies in 1 <*>8 than during any preceding year 

is evident from the summary in thesave one—as 
next column.

Abstract of Life Insurance done by Canadian Companies which do 
Business outside of the Dominion, for the Year 1908.
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