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And so we might go on delving 

the quaint legends and folklore that sur- 
nd the old ballads and songs, or re­

hearsing the Interesting circumstances 
that, attend the history of the more 
modern ones.

Take up the favorite songs of any land 
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Germany, of Wales, of Canada— delve In­
to encyclopedia and books of reference, 
and learn the Interesting stories and 
romances that surround your select I 
have as many as possible sung, either as 
solos or as choruses, strive to waken a 
love for chaste wording and beautiful 
melody, for songs of constancy, enduring 

devotion, patriotism, and you will 
not only provide a successful and enter­
taining evening, but an uplifting one as
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Great Stories of the Bible
VI. Nehemiah and His Foes

Xehemiah, Chapter VI.
Topic for Week or October 19.

REV. WALTER S. LENNON, B.A., B.D., Granby, Que.
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the multitude, and to lead others 
whither they would never have gone un­
led Is certainly very evident In the story 
of Nehemiah and his successful rallying 
of the discouraged Jews to the task of re­
building the walls of Jerusalem 
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All these fine characteristics ascribed 
to Nehemiah come out best in his deal­
ings with his persistent opponents, San- 
ballat, Tobiah, and Geshem. This trio of 

scienceless conspirators left no stone 
unturned, or no vile scheme untried to 
defeat our patriot in his purpose, but the 
wise and determined . overnor thwarted 
each scheme in turn and proved 
invulnerable. When Nehemla 
sion and pur 
they were m

faith,

Even to the mean 
And so much is cLight On the Window Sill

It was undoubtedly the strong person­
ality of the Persian King’s cupbearer that 
unified and directed the nation's vague 
longing for a sure defence for Its capital 
city. Without him there would perhaps 
have been much longing and many painful 
half-determinations to proceed in the 
work, but they would all have come to 
naught; with him there was daring en­
thusiasm and "a mind to work.” And 

does not In the least wonder at the 
following of the devoted people when 

he reflects upon the splendid leadership 
of this remarkable patriot, 
has " the measure of the 
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ark, " What do these feeble 
they fortify themselves? 

. . . . Will they make an end in a day? 
Will they revive the stones out of the 
heaps of rubbish, seeing they are burn­
ed?" And his satellite, Tobiah, after the 
satellite's usual manner, very dutifully 
reflects his master’s thought, but giv 

sarcasm a more striking form, " Evi 
t which they build, if a fox go up, 

shall break down their stone w: 
Notice the absence of all references to 
hemlah In these sarcasms. That Is 
rather a suspicious feature. The tone of 
the utterance seems confident enough, but 
the studied avoidance of Nehemlah’s 
name raises the suspicion that Sanballat 
and his right-hand man are not quite so 
confident as they seem, and that these 
pointed sarcasms are after all only a kind 
of whistling to keep their own cour 
up. Nehemiah answered by bringing t 
sneer before God In prayer Just as King 
Hezekiah had spread out the threatening 
letter of the llabshakeh before God 1 
temple, and by 
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character as the pages of the 
ment present, and as a consequence most 
commentators delight to do him honor. 
Here are a few of the tributes offered 
to him. Bays Prof. McFadyen, " The per- 

ality revealed by the memoirs of Ne­
hemiah Is glorious almost to the point of 
romance. Seldom did the Hebrew people 
produce so attractive and versatile a 
figure—at once a man of prayer and of
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Oh, many a time in the busy day,
He conquers the foe that tempts to 111, 

With the thought of the home he will 
seek at night,

And Its cheery light on the window
addressing himself oner- 
building of

was raised about the city to one
red height. 'Meanwhile the 

vague consciousness of Sanballat and To­
biah that this Nehemiah Is a man, and 
that by his hand things -will most most 
assuredly get themselves done, has grown 
Into an unpleasant conviction. They now 
drop their shallow scorn. Indeed they 
feel their Samaritan resources Insufficient 
to cope with the situation, form a 

ition of the surrounding peoples 
against Nehemiah, and with the assis­
tance of the Arabians, Ammonites and 
Ashdodltes try the virtues of a military 
demonstration and threat of armed inter­
ference. They do not seem to have been 
very sincere In this threat, for there is 
no record of any actual attack being 
made upon Jerusalem—their hope prob­
ably being that the mere threat of attack 
would itself stop the building and divert 

rglcs of Nehemiah to a more 
specifically military preparation, 
the Governo.- with a remarkable energy 
and determination, straightway organizes

sill. of clear, swift purpose, daring 
ve and resistless energy, and en- 

owed with a singular power of insplr- 
g others with his own enthusiasm."
Dr. Joseph Par 

Bible" (which, by the way,
Is meeting should read 
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praise: "On reviewing the character of 
Nehemiah,” he says, " we seem unable to 
find a single fault to counteibalanee his 
many and great virtues. For pure and 
disinterested patriotism he stands un­
rivalled............... Every act. of his dur­
ing his government bespeaks one who 
has no selfishness in his nature. All he 
did was noble, generous, high-minded 
courageous, and to the highest degree up 
right. ... As a statesman he com 
blned forethought, prudence and sa 
gaclty in counsel with vigor, promptitude
and decision in action............... But In
nothing was he more remarkable than 
for his piety, and the singleness of eye 
with which he walked before God." 
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