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The Church and Its Goal.

BY D. W. NULBURT, WAUWATOsA, Wis.

PART II.

The New Testament church, therefore, is a
CoMpaxy or Prorte Carnen o Gon,
called out of the world into the church of God's
dear Son, As Paul puts it:  “Come ont from
among them and be ve separate, saith the Lord
of Hosts,””  The church is therefore a company
of people who have hieard and responded to God's

call.

1 fear there are those whose names are on onr
church rolls who in coming into the visible
church did so, not in response to Gol's call,
Not that God did not call them. God calls all,
but it was not God's call to which these people
responded,  Perbaps it was the evangelist’s call,
The evangelist was persausive, He urged an
individual to join the church, and that individual
with no tlought of €od, or his obligations to

Jesus Christ, joined the church in respouse to the |

evangelists call,  Perhaps it was mother's call,
Mother persuaded the boy to join the church and
with no thought of himself as a sinner needing a
Savior, or the necessity of a new heart and a
spiritual life, the boy, to pleas: his mother, joing
the church,  “That was vesponding to mather's
call. 1 never would persuade a person 10 join
the church, With all my power I would per-
snade him to give his heart to God and center his
life in Jesus Christ, but until he has enough of
the Christ spirit in his heart 10 come and ask the
privilege of uniting with the church, a church
relation will be of little avail. ‘The first and
supreme need is not a visible church relation, but
a divine life. The diviue life, however, leads
into the church,

Perhaps we: responded to society’s call,
was thought that there were social advantages
in a church relation, and for sccial reasons the
church was joined. ‘That was responding to
society'scall.  Perhaps it was a commercial call,
The largest and wealthiest chunrch was sought
and joined for commercial reasons. That was
gespouding to a commercial call.

The true church of G is composed of those
who hear God's call and respond to God's call,

Under this general sense, the called of God,
there are in the New Testament two applications
of the word church. The word is unsed many
times referring to a local company of Christian
people who assemble to one place to worship
God. We read of the church at Rome, the
church at Antioch, the church at Jerusalem, We
vead of Paul and Barnabas going through Asa

Minor ordaining elders in all the churches, This |
evidently refers to the local companies of Chris- |

tian people meeting to worship in given com-
wunities, ‘
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The word is vsed a few times referring to all
the saved,  We read of the churel which is the
body of Christ, the churcl of the Yirst Born
whose names are weitten in heaven, Al whose
names are writlen in the Lamb's hook of lite, all
the saved, on eartliand in lizaven, of this age
amd all other ages, are the chnrch in this broader
schise,

In this broader sense, no visible organization
is the church,  Doulitless many Romanists are
Cmembers of Gand's chareh, but the Roman eharch
"is not Zie churely; the Episcopal chinrch is not e

choreli; the Baptist  denontiination is vot e
chureh,
purchased with his own blood is broader than
"any one of these visible organizations or all of
them put together,  All who are spiritually
Chorn, all who belong to Christ's spiritual body
i are members of Christ’s chureh,
| Itis interesting o note that the twa times our
CLord used the word he unsed it in these two
senses,  When hedirected the discivles to report
+ the trospassing brother o the elmreh, he referrad
. tothe local company, but when he said: - “Upan
Uthis rock T will e my chared,' he referred
to somcthing broader than any local organiza-
tion,

A DivINE INSTITUTION.
The church is, in an exceptional sense, a
cdivine institution, It belongs in a peculiar sense
to Christ,  Christ calls it his church, He says:
FeUpon this rock T will taild s church,” Al
“things belong 1o Christ by right of ereation,
He ereated all things,  “Without Him was not

Canything made that hath been made,'” and so all |
i things bedong 1o Christ by right of ereation. !

L But you never hear Christ speaking of “my™”
creation,  You do hear him #peaking of “my
chutch, It seem to me that the chiurch comes a
little nearer to the the eart of Christ than any-
thing else in creation,

We have orgauizations and organizations withe
in organizations,
but the Sunday school is wot the charch, We
have our young people’s socicties, but the mis.
We have
our missionary organizitions, our state conven-

sionary department is not the church,

Mission Society, our Publiation Socicty, but
these are not the chareh, The dhnrehis broader
than any one or all of them put together, is the
i mother of them all,

We baveom V. ML CC A, or W, G T U,
and onr sceular ovganizations ad Zufinitum, bhut
towering high above all these, far transending all

The ¢horee of God which he hath,

Wes Jesus Begotten of the Flesh or of th
. Ho'g Spir?

N this guestion there is diversity of opini

Not Jong since we heard a4 minee

say in the pulpit that Joseph wa<

father of Jesus,  If that is trie,

the account we have by two of the biograyh

tcan only be regardeld s mythical, and witho

! the glory of wiracle,
! takes in suppost of him heing the son of Jow

The Seriptore statenen

cate as follows:- Luke 2:48, where Mary |
tmother says, thy father and U have sought ),

P threy davs sorrowing,

But in speaking to 14

{ ‘m}' ol Jn\’c]v‘h \Il.lﬂuﬁ her sorrow in the Yo

: B, what ¢dse wonld <he call hins ut his fathe
;i is not observable that Jesus at once gy

her to nnderstand that bis real father was o
sorrowing hut pleased to have him in his hous
attending to his husiness?  Again they tely
the geneology of Jesus which is traced hack tr
Joseph to David, Abraham and Adam. By
Lake in chap. 3:22. beging his gencology !
saving Jesus was supposed to be the son of Joueg
Aud Mathew in tracing the gencology of Jo
from Abraham, comes down to Joseph the
hand of Mary of whom was horn Jesus, who
ealled Chirist, T is remarkable that he dous v
say of Joseph, “And Joseph begat Jesus,." Iy
omits it and says he was the hosband of Man

- whom was horn Jesns, and why did Mathew 1

sy that Joseph begat Josus who is ealled Cliris

P Simply hecanse he was duspired  to write

! story of Clivist’s advent into the world as he g

it when hie had finished the geneology as seen
chapter first, beginning with the 18th verse 1
the close. A statement that Joseph begat je

Swould have nulificd the whele accomt of 1
s mitraculows conception of  Mary's first horn s

Dincarnation of the Son of God;
We have the Sunday school, |
teswniee of the gospel.
s Jesus called himself the son of man.
calso claimed to be the son of God,

tions, our Home Mission Society, onr Foreigy

Aud ot only so, but would leave the wl
without an incarnate Saviour,  The fact of i
God muaniic
in the person of the Nazarene prophet is th
Again it s elaimed )y
But!
As the w
of Mary he could call himself the son of a nu
But it is noteworthy that Jesus gever called hin

Cself the sou of man to declare his identity wit

. manhood,

But really, are we to relegate tl
account given by Mathew in his first chapto
verses 26 10 30 of, the immaculate conception «
Jesus to the realm of myths 2 and must st
statements of Luke given in his ist chapter, w

| 20th to the 29th verses, on to the close, he pi

Cin power, position, influence and - efiectiveness is |

the church of Jesus Christ, and the man who is
secking first God's kingdom, puts the church
npon the throne in his Jife.  He nay be a mem-
ber of a dozen otganizations, but the organiza-

something which takes the place of the church,
but, friend, there is nothing on earth or in
heaven which can take the place of the churel
of Jesus Christ. 1t is the one suprane divine
institution,

To be Continned.

Some one went to a lady, the beauty of whose

i devotee of the world and its pleasures all my life,
but I hove scen nothing like your face; if Jesus
Christ made your face like that I want te believe
in hin

have met individuals who think thes have formed !

life shone in her face, and said, *'I have been a |
[

tion which holds the first place in the alfections
and in his devotions in the chureh of Christ. 1]
.

'

HJohn 841

I the
statements are not to be taken for facts of wiy
Aalue is the rest of the record that these write
have given us > o rejeet the divine conceptis
of Jesus by the Virgin Mary, and to regard hi
as the begotten son of Joseph is not consisted
with custom of betrothed couples in Israel; w
to insinuate that Jesus was hegotten of fornic
tion, which some of the Jews did insmuate. 89
But the devine incarnation

ide as unworthy of acceptance ?

is

| thread of prophesy that runs through the Scrip

tures from Genesis 1o Revelations, The fir
intimation of a Saviour provided for fallen ma
was given in Yden to the mother of the fami
she had ruined by disobeying the command
her creator, when He said that her sced shou
bruise the serpent’s head.  Observe, he did v
s1y that the seed of the man should bruise t
serpent’s head.

The pgophet Isaiah foretold of this devine R
deemer; and said, Unto us a child is born, un



