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chocks and oresents arpresating hondreds of
dotlars in valne—her estanaiv of the value of the
combort and help that teeer ed froam that
MEmon and seseral conversations whose am wie
Ber sporitual groawels,

A lecturer cannot be secnted for les: than 240
o wight and they average a ant $53, and vt the
Merage pastor s as boghta e aversee loe urer
and putsas woch seholeshipand heptal st
Bon nto vach of bis hun red setwons @ voar as
the lectores docs tnto his 10t ses. A guorant
person attending ehoreh rogubardy ang b
attentively 1o the caretully propared s rion of
his pastor will, in a few vears, s recoivel a
liberal education,

Our chinrehes are not genetons etions h towanl
their pastors T do ot doudt it is e s they
are thooghtless rather thon beean e 3
wean:  but sach thongitlessiess s ot t
moved from meanness,  When pastors, win e
doing faahiul work, eavmor off vd to eo to the
State Convention, and caunot aff ad ta oy this
and that vecd d Lok when they ave bestowed
priccfess  blesings on thar ocks, oue feels
Ilpmi i expressing indignati m,

O, why are men so blindlv parsimonions in
this watter 2 The starved horse has little heary
or strengih to do such work as would be exhil-
arating to him wnder other conditions.  The
poorly-fed furnace cannot properly wa m the
tonse,  The minister whose shocs are down at
the beel, whose coat is fringed and whose poor
sabber callar 1s cracked cann t inflacnce a coms
miunity a tenth part as mach as he conid if well
supported, and mere gratiu e, mere patriotism,
ere dove of our roung—-a score of motives
ought to prompt people—will promp thoughiful
people to generons support of the pastor,

Scvmour, Ind,

And 1 must work thro' months of toil,
Aud years of cultivation,
Upon my proper patch of soil
To grow my own plantation,
I'l take the showers as th y fall,
1 will not vex my bowum;
Esmough if at the end of al}
A litide garden ossoms,
— Texnyson.

“The wretched discontent which makes people
so miserable themselves and such destroyers of
happiness in others is only the natural result of
the habit of discontent irdulged through vears,
Anyone who is conscions of such a misanthropic
disposition should be so ashamed of it that he
will at once set about conquerii g it and trans-
forming his gloomy spirit into one of happiness
and joy. God help us in such efforts to do his
will and to grow into the grace and beauty of
Christ.  Let us all determine with God's help to
karn the lesson of joy,* .

.

How Shall We Give.

By Charles H. Harrison,

T is remarkable with what precision the New
Testament set forth the principles which
underlie Christian giving.  This suljject
has been most ably and exhanstively dis

cnssed by Dr. A, L. Vail in his *Open L tters
on  Christian
recently in Zhe Raptist Commonzealth,  Dr. Vail
strikes decp below the surface, and has uncovered
many rich and shining veins of truth, These
letters are a most valuable contribution to the
literature of the subject; and if published in
permanent form would ¢« ' 1ess receive, as they
deserve, a wide reading

The writer has | cen recently much interested

in three phases of Cbristian giving as outlined

ty the Apostle Paul in the Epistle to the Corin- |

thians, nawmely, the spirit, the law and the
method | rescribed. ;

In S cond Corinthians 8: 1-15. there is empha-
sized what might with propriety be denominated
the Macedonian Spirit of Giving.  The Apostle
commends the Maceconian Christians o their
Corinthian brethren, because they *‘first gave
their own selves to the Lord,”’ and having done
that lone supreme act of consecration, the lessgx"
deed of giving from their “‘extreme poverty

c 1 people are W give,

Stewardship,” which appeared |
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came ¢asy and natural,
I Latlos Macedon an spirit of piving is seen in
i fmiban b Llosed operation what Dr., Vail calls the
FUDotese of Taueys The giving of our-
retves implios tie givmg of all we bave and are,
CHaving 1w real and absolute sense awven our-
selves o the Lord jesus Cle-t, at once our
persenad and property velations 1o His Kingdom
L are fixed and estabished forever,  Hercafter we
Gy not fnggle as to what we shall do or how
1 el we shail give-—alility and opportunity be-
Poane Pie measnre of obligation,
; In second Conathians 9: 6 8, is found what
P may be called the Harvest Law of Christian
CLving. According o this law we are not te
trive grodgingly or of necessity. The Apostle
Himes Do ospecifis amount which the Lord's
He does not sav one-halt,
one fourth, onetenth, one-fifth.  No. The gift
Cistobulk with our heart,  “Let every man give
paecording as e porposctl i his heart,' It is
e heart gift that Gowd warts,  §f our wifts have
[ no heart n them they will not count in His
pre sury at ali. I inothis hearty spirit of love
{we can only sow sparingly as to the amount, we
| shall sall reav abuadamiy; if from larger means
we sow abundantly, yer shall we also reap
alandautly, alike in the fruit of personal
character and of saved souls,  For somchow in
the divine cconomy it is evermore tmade plain
that the guantity and quality of the harvest will
re eonicident with the kind of husbandry we
; exeretse 1 giving, It was the heart quality of
her giving that made the widow's two mites
bulk so enormously in comparison with the sup-
posed munific-nt gifis of the rich men —she cast
1o the treasury “more than they all."”

Are we, then. justified in saying that God
does not want g fts improperly bestowed?  If the
R lack heart, it it be given ostentatiously, if it
be prompted by selt-interest, will God gather no
barvest to His glory from it all?  We may not
wuswer negativety; for we do not know. Vet
it scems not iwpro able that a gift he does not
want will carry with it no large hlessing. A
blessing may indeed come to the recipient; but it
is certamn that the giver can hope for no reward,
There will come 1o h m no harvest of blessing in
personal character and life,

Let us be careful lest we commit the unfor-
!tunate and wicked  mistake of that rich and
! covetins ciurch-member, who excused himself
| from giving on the yround, he said, that **God

loveth a ckeerful gi " and as he did not feel
. that he could dispense his substance in a cheer-
| ful spirit, he regarded himself as under no obli-
gation to give at all.  His church took the
position, very wisely, we think, that he was a fit
| subject for church discipline, and as he wonld
not or could not chauge his view, after patiently
*laboring with him," excluded him from Chris
tau fellowstup,  He has since died. It is to be
{ hoped that a merciful and all-knowing God,
with keener discernment of the motives of the
{ human heart thun his brethren of the Church
{ militant, has not seen it necessary to “‘shut him
{ out"* of the Church triump as well,
| Iun First Corintlians 16: 1-2, Paul announces
| the Apostolic Method of Christian Giving. (a)
LIt was to be systematic. A stated time was
designated.

“‘gave order’’ to the churches of Galatia, as also

to this Corimthian Church to make their “‘collec-
| 04" on ““the first day of the week."

to be observed that this ‘collection” was 1o be
Cindividoal and particular. ' Let each one of you
lay by in store.”  There was to be no mere
| “'dropping of pennies,”’ no dodge of a collection
| box: preparatin v as to be made in advance;
| each one was to do something according to a
' clearly defined rule.

The *‘first day of the week'" in the circuw-
| stances of thes: anc ent Christians was doubtless
the best time to secure the largest resulrs, or it
| would not have been prescribed. Tt might not
| suit our modern notions and habits so well. But
it is an apostolic preced and blishes for
all time the principle that eact church-member
| should nave a fixed, systematic, invariable period
| for makine contributions for the Lord's cause.
H w few Christians avail themselves of this wise
| and only safe method against haphazard, impul-

sive aud inadequate giving' )

(b) It was to be definite in amount. As we

are left in no uncertainty as to adefinite principle
of time which is fundamental in Christian giving,

It wounld scem that the Apostle |

And it is |

$0 neither can we go astray as to the amount

which it is incumbent wpon us to bestow, *“Each
voe s to fay by him in store, as ke may prosper.’
A systematic time and a prescribed amount are
alike determined by this apostolic "‘order,” And

to this rule the Apostie does not seem to have
{ left any room for filing exoeptions, If then in
his  giving the Clristiag  should adopt this
“Apstolic Method,'* and apply it according to
this “ljarvest Law,” and practice it in this
*“Macedonian Spirit,”* the Lord's treasury would
be filled, the financial difficu’ties which embar-
rass the cause of Christw o d disappear, and,
[ incidentally what a marve' s revolution in the
{ activities and su-cesses <. Christ's Kingdom
would cone to pass!—CQynicyd, Pa.

JONAH AND THE WHALR

was 1o preach not long since, 1 was accosted by
the tandlord of a hotel in the following manner,
' Hotel, mister?*

**No, sir, thank you, ¥ amexpecting to be met
¢ by mv brother, whe will convey nie to an appoint-
wment,”

* Preacher, e’

“Ves, sir, § am a preacher.”

**And what are you preaching?"®

**The Gospel of the grace of God,"

“You don't believe that fish story, do you?"'

Which one? ' I said.

“Why Jonah and the Whale.*

1 *Certainly 1 do; and why shouldn’t 12'*

Waving his hat in his right hand (which #ncov-
ered one of the flattest heads I ever saw ), he reared

i back on his assumed dignity of superior know

| ledge and undertook to sweep me off the face of
i the earth, to the amusiment of a vulgar crowd of
boys and men, who looked upon him as their
oracle, by saying, **Why, sir, it has been demon-
strated by sience that a man cannot live twenty-
four hours in a whale's stomach, on account of
the gastric juice!"

““My friend, did you ever read the account of
Jonah and the fish carefullv?"

“Don’t know that I ever did

“*Well, go home and get a Bible, and read care-
fully the account of this prophet’s rebellion, and
| his awful fate, and see if the record doesn’t say?"”’

‘Now the Lord had prepared a great fish for the
swallowing up of Jonah," and if the Lord prepared
a fish, it was just as easy for him to take out the
‘gastric juice’ and put in a ‘bay window’ for the
comfort of Jonah, as to make you, with as flat a
head as you have, with sense enough to keep it
out of the fire."”

The laugh turned, and so did our *‘blatant in-
fidel:" and during my four years' residence in
that town afterwards I never was accosted in a
similar manner by this man, who often went to

. hear me preach,

| People talk of *'giving up" when they hecome
| Christians, as if they were to be losers, but the
| promise is of added riches.—2Dsummond.

Generally speaking we let what is most
original and best iu us be wasted. We reserve
ourselves fora future that never comes.—.4miel.
[ A childlike trust of heart, that can take a
hand and wondering, walk in paths unknown
and strange, is the prime requisite of all religion.
—James Martineau.

“It is a noble and great thing to cover the
blemishes and excuse the failings of a friend; to
draw a curtain before his stains and to display
his perfections, to bury his'weakness in silence,
but to proclaim his virtues upon the housetop."’

A traveller in China asked a native if he
had ever read the Gospel. '‘No,” was the an-
swer, *‘but I have scen it. I have seen a man
who was the terror of his neighborhood with his
curses and his violent temper. He was an opium-
suioker, a criminal, and as dangerous as a wild
beast. But the religion of Jesus made him gentle
and good, and he has left off opium. No, I have
not read the Gospel, but I have seen it, and it
is M.n

On alighting from the train in a town where I .




