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Vor. XXI.
A Tribute to Canadian Agricul-
ture

| HE announcement last week
that the British Govern-
ment had decided to send
several representative
Boers to Canada to learn
farming is a striking tribute to Ca-
nadian agriculture. One would have
supposed that all that it was neces-
sary for these delegates to know
about agriculture could be had in
the old land, where we are 'cd to
believe the most intensive system
of farming to be found anvwhere is
being varried on. But the fact
that the British Government has
recommended a  visit to  Canada,
would seem to indicate that some-
thing else is required to fit the
Boers for practical agriculture in
South Africa than the farmer in
the home land can give them.

We believe the British authoritics
are acting wisely in this.  There is
wlmlhm;,~ in Canadian agricultural
practice and methods that make
them in a very large measure
adaptable to the conditions pre-
valent the world over and espe-
ciallv in a country Like  South
Africa where agriculture as it were
is in its infancy,  No country in
the world can supply any better in-
formation upon general farming
that van be readilv put to practi-
cal account than Canada., Our me-
thods in stock raising, dairving,
fruit growing, and mixed farming
cannot he excelled anvwhere, and if
put into practice on the Alrican
veldts should work  a translorm-
ation in a lew years,

Western Prospects Bright

Reports from the Canadian West
indicate a crop equal in magnitude
it not much greater than that of
last vear. With two such large
crops following each other in guick
succession  the  West  will make
rapid strides lorward. There is a call
for 20,000 men to take ofl the har-
vest, and it is to be hoped there will
be no shortage and that the crop
with be gathered in in cood condi-
tion. What benefits the Western
farmer benefits the Fastern farmer
also. With larger receipts from his
grain crop the Western farmer will
be in a position to hu\ more of the
rood stock that the East can sup-
pl\ There is a growing desire on
the part of the older farmer of the
West for more and better stock, He
feels the mneed of it in keeping up
his farm. Eastern stockmen should
therefore keep in  touch with the
West and do evervthing possible to
retain this trade for Canada. The
Western farmer would sooner buy
his live stock in Canada than else-
where and every onportunity

should be given him to do so.

Travelling Rural Libraries

Though the travelling library s
an established institution in many
o1 the States of the  Union, no.
thing definite has been accomplish-
vd in the wav of introdvcing  this
new movement into the rural dis-
tricts of Canada. From what we
have heard and read of this new
movement, we  believe it would
prove of very great benefit in the
rural sections of the Dominion. 1t
could he worked well throngh the
local Farmers' and Women's Insti-
tutes. Many of our institutes
have a considerable surplus in the
treasury, gained through excursions
1o the Agricultural College and
elsewhere, and  thev could not
spend  this  monev to better  ad-
vantage than by investing in seve
eral  circulating  libraries, which
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could be transferred from one lo-
cality to another as their reading
was completed.  The books  con-
tained in these libraries need net
necessarily treat of agriculture and

nothing ¢lse.  Along with agricu'-
ture and  domestic science  the
hooks might treat of other subjects
of interest to every citizen, The le-
gitimate novel need not he discard-
ed, nor should works of a religious
character he lert ot the list, \
good list, covering the whole field
of literature, mlgln be selected and
this divided in several small hibrar-
ies, which couls cach other
in rotation among the different lo-
calities for perusal hy the Institute
members. Is not the matter
worth taking up by some ol  our
live and up-to-date institutes’ Tt
only requires some district to take
the matter up and the others will
follow,
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Weaning Colts.

This is the season when farmers
should consider the weaning of their
colts. The process should be grad-
ual and conducted so that the colt
will not feel the separation from
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its mother. The aim should be to
wean a colt without causing it to
lose flesh during the transition per-
iod. To do this it is a good plan
to accustom the voung colt to eat-
ing some time before it is weaned.
After a colt is six weeks or two
months old it mav be easily induc-
ed to eat a little grain daily, and
we believe that some pains should
be taken to give it a httle supple-
mentary food even while on  pas-
ture and running with its mother,
This, as we have said, is more for
the purpose of getting the voung
animal accustomed to eating, so
that when it is obliged to do with-
out milk the change will come less
abruptly. At this time no tood is
better suited than crushed oats, 1
this can not be obtained whole
oats will do quite well,

As the period ol weaning  ap-
proaches the ration of grain should
be increased, the amount depending
upon the judgment of the feeder. In
no case should grain be allowed to
stand in the manger. 1f one wishes
to keep the animal in good condi-
tion without feeding milk it may
be necessary to boil a little feed
once a day. By doing this a colt
may be made to gain, and if judg-
ment is used in taking it away
from its mother, the transition
mav be made so easily as to inter-
fere but little with its thritt. 1fat
is  accustomed  to sucking  three
times a dav the change should be
first made to twice a dayv and af-
terwards to once a dav, during
which time the grain ration should
he gradually increased. It the hoil-
ing of food seems to be too much
trouble we would by all means ad-
vise grinding it. Nothing is better
than ground oats with a small
amount of linsced meal at intervals,
When the little colt is hecoming ac<
customed to solid food it should be
gradually taught to drink water,
The greatest mistake in \\uniug
colts is frequently made right here,
as the animal will scarcely  ever
take kindly to drinking water sud-
denlv. It is also important that
the animal be fed palatable and nu-
tritious roughage. For this pur-
pose nothing is hetter than tender
dover hav. If it is necessary  to
keep it inside it should have access
to a vard in order to have plenty
of exercise,

After all has been said it still res
mains for the feeder to use good
judgment. The little things count
in a matter of this kind, and after
all onlv the man with the feeder's
instinct can be highly successful, At
the same time we believe that
where a person is anxious to learn
it is a matter that to a large ex-
tent mav be acquired. A colt
should be able to thrive well with-
out its mother's milk when it is
four months old.




