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irtic/es from The Grain Growers' Guide Aat tonal'zing a barm Movement -[Continued)

What the Platform Says

-we believe that tile best interests 
of the Kmpire ami of (‘amnia would be
served by rei'i|iroval ............... .. the part
of t'aiindn through gradual redactions 
of the tariff on British imports, having 
for i's object a ■ loser union and a bet­
ter understanding between Canada and 
I lie motherland and by so doing not 
only strengthen the hands of (treat 
Britain in the life and death struggle 
in which she is now engaged, but at

prise, by means of

been shamefully exploited through the 
elimination of competition the ruina 
tion of many of our smaller industries 
and the advancement of prices on prac 
tien II y .,1 manufactured goods to the 
full extent permitted by the tariff

And whereas agriculture—the basic
industry upon which the su....... of all
other industries primarily depends is

shown by the declining rural population 
in both eastern and western Canada, 
due largely to the greatly increased cost 
of agrn ultlira! implements and machin 
crv. lot lung, boots and shoes, building 
material and practically everything the 
farmer has to buy, caused by the I'm 
teethe Tariff, so that it is becoming 
impossible for farmers generally to 
■•arry mi fanning operations profitably:

And whereas the Protective tariff is 
the most wasteful and costly method 
ever designed for raising national 
revenue, because for every dollar ob­
tained thereby for the public treasury 
at lea*t three dollars pass into the
......kets of the protected interests, there
i'> building up a privileged class at the 
expense of the masses, thus making the

And whereas the Protective Tariff has 
been and is a chief corrupting influence 
in our national life because the pro 
teeted interests, in order to maintain 
their unjust privileges, have contre 
l uted lavishly to political and campaign 
funds, thus encouraging both political 
parlies to look to them for support, 
thereby lowering the standard of public

refore be it resolved that the 
in Council of Agriculture, repre 

g the organized farmers of Can 
r^-es that as a means of bringing 
these much needed reforms and at

Agriculture tn 1917.
the same time reducing the high cost of 
living now proving such a burden on 
the people of Canada, our tariff laws 
should l-e amended as follows: —

I —By reducing the customs duty on 
goods imported from Croat Britain to 
one-half the rates charged under the 
general tariff and that further gradual, 
uniform reductions lie made in the re 
maining tariff on British imports that 
will ensure complete free trade between 
tirent Britain and Canada in live years.

U —That the Reciprocity Agreement 
of IIHI, which still remains on the 
t'nited States statute books, be accepted 
by the parliament of Cuitada.

t That all food stuff not included 
in the Reciprocity Agreement lie placed 
on the free list.

I -.That agricultural implements, 
farm machinery, vehicles, fertilizers, 
coal, lumber, cement, illuminating fuel 
and lubricating oils be placed on the

5 That the customs tariff on all the 
necessaries of life be materially reduced.

(I. —That all tariff concessions 
granted to other countries lie immed 
lately extended to firent Britain 

Taxation for Revenue 
As those tariff reductions will very 

considerably reduce the national revenue 
derived from that source, the Canadian 
Council of Agriculture would recom­
mend that in order to provide the tier- 
essarv additional revenue for carrying 
"ii the government of the country and 
for the prosecution of the war to a 
successful conclusion, direct taxation 
be imposed in the following manner:

1 By n direct tux on unimproved 
land values, including all natural ro­

ll By a sharply graduated personal

By a heavy graduated inheritance 
tax on large estates.

4. By a graduated income tax on the 
profits of corporations.

Other Necessary Reforms
The Canadian Council of Agriculture 

desires to endorse also the following 
policies as in the best interests of the 
people of Canada:—

I. The nationalization of all railway, 
telegraph and express companies.

That no more natural resources 
be alienated from the Crown but 
brought into use only under short term 
leases, in which the interests of the 
public shall be properly safeguarded, 
such leases to be granted only by public

.1 -Direct legislatiou, including the 
initiative ami referendum and the right 
of recall.

4. Publicity of political campaign 
fund contributions and expenditures 
both before and after elections.

5. The abolition of the patronage

b Pull provincial autonomy in liquor 
legislation, including manufacture, ex 
port a ml import.

7. That the extension of the fran­
chise to women in any province shall 
automatically admit them to the federal 
franchise.

It may bo seen, In the light of the 
reforms which have been brought into 
effect in Canada during the past few 
years, that many of the recommenda­
tions contained in the foregoing plat­
form have been adopted and thus a 
revision of the agricultural policy for 
the Dominion becomes necessary 
Committee of Commerce and Agriculture

A worthy development in the rein 
tioiiship of the Canadian Council of 
Agriculture with the interests of the 
country at large occurred in March 
7. V and !», in the year 1916. In the 
previous November a proposal was 
made to establish “A Joint Committee 
of Commerce nml Agriculture" to he 
composed of representatives of the 
business interests of the Western prov­
inces and representatives of the organ­
ized farmers' associations. Thu object 
of the organization, expressed in broad 
terms, was to bring the western farm­
ing and business interests together 
from time to time to discuss problems 
affecting their mutual welfare, “in 
order that in matters where hii agree­
ment of opinion is reached, joint action
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