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1 nuist. .Iso. co.>«r..tulatc ihc Society on tl^e vay

prosncTous st.itc lu whici. it i.s at ihe i.rcncnl imK-. Hoim

Ihc Tcrv l.cK'in.rnK of th<r ',.rc.s.n scss.on. the aitcm ancc

nt thcorclinar; no.tln^s hns ' c.n luycr ^h*" '' »^^;

prohal.'v tvcr ..c.n m former y.r.r. ;
and there .» now no

rc-ason i.) (relieve that the .i'.t.«n<'.ancc >Mh at all deer •.^^r

The intcrcHt also taken hv the nieiv.bersi in the proceedinnH

of the SocH'iy has lar|;ely inc renscd. Another thm^

mdicatiiv^ thc'p'osnerity of llic Society, and on wh,di it

IS to be congratulated, .s, the prescni satistaci..ry cond.tu.n

ofitsConst.lution. In the year .869 the Lonst.tutK n

was printed, so that all the naMnbcrs of the Society ni.«ht

be tho.nn,hlv acciuainted wuh the laws by .uch,.

proceedings should be regulated. Irom time to tin>e

rtain numbers heartily interested m ^1- weltare of tie

Society saw defects in that Consuiulion; and otherH saw

places in it where they tlun.^ht there was room for

n rovc-nient. A few 'others a^'ain-not reOrm bu

^ Jervative in their ,miui,.les--- could see neU^deo^

nor room for improvement in the .^ood old Lonsl.tution.

The relormers brou,ht forward their measures and the

ronservaliyes opposed. The conseciuence was that, aftc

eyend hard and yet no doubt profitable struggles, seyera

important amendmenis to the t.'oust.tut.on were, from

in e to time, successfully made. ( )ne important measure

for example, was, the insertion of an article proyidinK o,

voUmtary Readings and open
^'f^^''^:;^^'''''^^!^;^

Any meinbermay now speak and read
^^'^^^'l^;^^^'^'^

as often aH he may desire. Another improycmen i the

appointment of a permanent crilir. whose ^'"^y i s U>

citicise the elocution of the readings and spee< hcs at

the ordinary meetings of the Society. Such we. e the

• nVoyementsmade. that, at the beginning o the presen

session, it was found absolutely necessary to have the


