
iVin-.'tly a.Toss tlip path r.f tlio I'otomar" RivrT ii:i,l wouM fbnn
an iriMiiinuuntal.Ic l)am.'r to its proynss, .lamiiin^Mip its wa-
ters to an iiir(MU-cival.!.- Ii(."i;,'Iit, hut at IlarpciV f.Tiy tlio

momitaiiiis litcially dcO, asiiM.lcr by soin.- iiii-lny .niiviil<ion

nnd throii^rh tiii! dark ravine whose pcrjMMKliciiIar wall, tower
fUr into mill air, tlie hiack waters of the Potomac nisji „ut in
h(.i!in.^r .".Mies. Far ituh'ed from me and niy friends Im; sueh
fri^'id pliilosopliy us wonld eonrhiet us nnmowd over sceiu'.s

tluis eons..crated by the display of the Creator's skill, and leave
us unsolciniiized iit presonee ot the tokens of His power.

Directing our coiirso to Cineinnati, the (iueen of the ^Vcr^t,

we arrive at Wheeling, a mainifacturin;; town in the state of
Virginia, situated on the banks of the Ohio, and from which
steamers are constantly leaving for Cincinnati, which is about
•10(> mile.s fnrtlKM- down the river. No traveller should miss
seeing this lovely river ; about as wide as our North-west
Arm it winds its way as a navigable river for looO miles
through fi country unsurpassed for beauty and fertility, and
forms on(t of tho^e natural highways of commerce which are
so remarkably devel()])ed in America, and it is finally merged
in that still greater highway, the INi^ssissippi. In its" course it

strikes the great Alleghany coal fiel.l, which may be seen on
any geological map, covering an innnonse tract of country.
How wonderfully are the designs of an all-wise Creator seJn
in the provision of yuch a chainiel of communication for man
tlu-ough sueh a country ? Let us for a moment sj^ppose it

possible to dry up its curi'cnt, and rcHcct upon the stoppage
of ti'ade and intercommunication which would result to such
an enormous region and we shall then see the more than hu-
man wisdom which ordained its existence.

It is somewhat singular that this narrow river should for so
many miles form the division line between freedom and sla-
very. On one side you see the free state of Oiuo and on the
other .-ide the slave states of Virginia and Kentucky. In a

.(, I
i'

.'/ €

I

t\ y

r -I .

I 'J

•J .%
^


