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Bl'DrtET DEBATE

Journals of the House proving beyond

ques'ioi) thai before Chew Bros. g<t the

Order in Council ratifying the exchange

of these islands for the quarter of Cap

leol township they had to assign it to

Mr. Munro's agents. Mr. Munro paid

CapSuUr.an «!4,()1K1 in addition to the

J2»,000 to Chew Bris. «nd half of that

84,000 was paid to Taylor the clerk in

the Crown Lanas Department. In uiak-

nig that investigation we were obstructed

by the Government right and left, in fact

the matter came out l)y accident almost.

Mr. Munro we are told sold for 870,000.

Now we were told there were four

cises, perhaps more, in which Cap Sul-

livan and Taylor shared in the profits of

such deals. The firs, was the Shannon

deal which Cap Sullivnn told us about.

He said there were no other such deals.

Then Taylor was imt in the box and after

considerable pressure he confessed that

there was a division in the case of Chew
Bros, and he baid there were no more

such cases, and we were not able to get

ai the other c^ise'*. I have had similar

cases brought to my attention this ses-

sion but I have not the information to

pe'-mit me to make the charge on uiy re-

sponsibility as a member of the House

thit these oases really occurred. But

judging by past experience I believe

I hat these charges are true. But neither

myself nor any other neniber of the Op-

position can successfully criticize the

work of any department from the Op-

position because our invtfs'igntions are

blocked, and I say that for this reason it

is absolutely necessary th*t there should

be a change in Governmant. In every

attempt to get at the facts we have been

systeniaric-tlly obstructed and no oppo-

sition ill dealing with this Government

has any chance to find out what is really

going on (Applause.)

We have had a sttnement as to the

debt of the Province. We are told that

there is a surplus of two and a half mil-

lions. I have dealt with th's matter in

past years and will not do so again ex-

cept to state that amongst the assets

given in 1884 the sum of 82,848,00(1 is not

an as.set available to pay the debts of the

Province. Take that out and the whole

surplus is gone. There is an increased

subsidy of §142,000 given the Province

inl884wliich the Ontario Government

wrongfully capirati'es ; I F^sy wr-'-ngfiiUy

because it is an annual payment from

the Dominion Government which can

not be made to pay the principal. As

to the Trust funds ineutioiied they are

all provided for specifc purposes.

The reals. ate of the pr.iviiice is that

we owe the Uonunion at least, 81,8(X),00O

and on railway certificates and annuities

$4,000,(X)0 ni..re which makes 85.800 000

admitted debt and the only asset to pay

it is cash in hand and Drainage Deben-

tures to the amount of 82,200,000. So

there is a debt of 83,600,000 owing by ttie

Province, altogether apart fiom its liabil-

ity of three to lix million dollars on the

Temiscaming Railway.

I wish to say that I 'jonsider it is a pro-

per thing for the province to invest

82,000,000 in the debentures of this

railway. We are told that the value of

the timber in thedistrict.s to he traversed

by the road, will be increased by a mil-

lion dollars. The railway cannot be

sold at cost, and that million dollars

could bo applied in wiping off thai mu:h
of the charge so as to make the railway

a cash asset. If 'his 82,000,000 were in

vested in tha' railway it would monn
that it would be set apart so that those

who seek to spend the money of the

Province and run it into debt could not

do so and the money would t>e put iii: a

pogiiioii where it wi;uld not be wasted at

pleasure.

I have in my hands a report for the

current vear containing a statement as

to the expenditure on the railway, and

I wish to say that there is a strong feel

ing throughout the Province that all is

not right on that railway, that money is

being squandered and given to friends

of the Government. It was asked in

this House last Session whether the En-

gineer for the Contracto's of the road

was not a brother of the Chief Engineer

ill charge of it, but the only answer

given was that so far as the Government
knew there was no relationship. 1 say

it w IS the business »f the CommiBsioneis

and Ministers to find that out and that

this was not a proper answer. There is

a feeling that owing to that relationship

grades and measurements on the railway

niaJe to the contractor may be more lib

oral than they should be. 'ihis cannot

be investigated lieuause the measurements
of the Engineer hiive to be taken imd
there is no record kept afterwaidn.

WoulutheC. P R. orO. T. K for one
moment consent that the Eiio'nefT or

Contractor on any road they were build-

ing t^hnuld be a bri'ther of the Chief


