USAGES OF WAR ON LAND

officer will be able to guard himself against excessive
humanitarian notions” and learn that “certain sever-
ities are indispensable in war,” and that “the only
true humanity often lies in a ruthless application of
them.” Then there is laid down this comprehensive
general rule:

“All means of warfare may be used without which
the purpose of war cannot be achieved. On the other
hand, every act of violence and destruction which is
not demanded by the purpose of war must be con-
demned.”

Interpreted by other passages in the volume, this
implies that the end justifies the means. Barbarities
may be forgiven if only they are useful. Thus “inter-
national law is in no way opposed to the exploitation
of the crimes of third parties—assassination, incen-
diarism, robbery and the like—to the prejudice of
the enemy.”

RULES OF CIVILIZED WARFARE CLEARLY STATED

It must not be assumed, of course, that the German
war manual is a defense of unlimited rapine. The
rules of civilized warfare are usually stated clearly
enough. But there are so many exceptions to the
application of them that a zealous officer might well
be pardoned if he regarded them as not binding when-
ever it was to his interest to ignore them. Thus,
after a careful statement of the right of the inhabit-
ants of an invaded country to organize for its defense,
the advantages of ‘‘terrorism” are candidly set
forth as outweighing these considerations in many
instances. That policy has been illustrated in Belgium
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