————

MEMOIR OF GOVERNOR JOHN PARR. 35

at all meetings of the Legislature. The debates which for the

first time were printed, are of the most lively description. The

Governor was blamed for being inflenced by the voice

of his Privy Council. Finally Parr and his Council declared

the judges innocent of the charge preferred against them, but
oh afterwards decided to refer the entire case to the Privy Council.
’ Meanwhile the press was busy publishing accounts of the affair
in language most brutal and offensive, and Sterns and Taylor
collected all the letters written by their friends, and combining
them with the very serious charges they had made, and indeed
proved to the satisfaction of the Legislature, published hundreds
of copies of a pamphlet, which is getting rare. Another pam-
phlet supposed to be published by Bulkeley, entitled “a Vindica-
tion of Governor Parr and Council in re the Impeachment of
the Judges, by a Halifax Gentleman,” was issued in London,
and much read in Britain. Finally after an interval, the Privy
Council justified the Governor and Council in their action, in
exonerating the Judges, in the following dispatch from the Home

‘L Office:

“The Committee of Her Majesty’s Privy Council before
whom the charges exhibited by the House of Assembly
against the Assistant Judgegof the Supreme Court have
been heard, have reported to His Majesty that after
mature consideration of the subject, they cannot find

- any cause of censure against those gentlemen and
consequently have fully acquitted them, which report
His Majesty has been pleased to confirm.”

A whitewashing of the most glaring kind.

In 1790-91 there was a great scarcity of bread in Halifax.
A famine existed throughout Canada, and flour and bread-stuffs
went up to fabulous prices. Fish and potatoes saved Halifax,
supplemented by hard s.a-biscuit imported from England,
Newfoundland and Jamaica. These articles of coarse provender,
saved many from starvation as they had done on many previous
occasions. Rum was to be had in abundance, and that active




