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place from February 3 to 13.

Need joie de vivre
for Quebec’s carnival

It takes lots of joie de vivre
and miles and miles of
heart to stage a Mardi
Gras in icicle territory, but
the citizens of French
Canada’s historic capital have
Joy and courage to spare

They've been laughing off
the winds of winter since
1894. That's when the first
Quebec Winter Carnival was
born in this split-level town
above the St. Lawrence River,
where only the irrepressible
Quebecois would attempt an
outdoor party in February

This year's two-week fiesta

February 3-13 — is a far cry
from the turn-of-the-century
celebrations but the good, old-
fashioned spirit of revelry still
is the big attraction of today's
slicked-up version. During
Carnival weeks, more pretty
girls will be kissed by more
enthusiastic strangers than in
any other 13-day period on

Quebec’s tourist calendar
More whisky blanc or
caribou”” (a mixture of

whisky blanc and wine) will
slosh in more hollow plastic
walking canes, those most
practical souvenir items
designed to thaw frozem-ton-
sils and create a nice, warm
friendly feeling. More horse-
drawn sleighs will jingle
romantically across moon-
silvered cobblestone squares

More visiting gourmets will
discover that the folksy
French Canadian delights of
tourieres, soupe aux pois and
tarte au sucre are as
rewarding as the continental
cuisine for which this city is
famous

In addition to all these
traditional touches, today’s
Carnival-goers will enjoy the
most elaborate of all Cana-
dian snow shows, featuring a
cast of thousands, a fairy tale
palace of sculptured ice, a
beautiful French Canadian
Snow Queen and the only
walking, talking snowman in
the world, Bonhomme Car-
nival

These features were added
to the old Carnival program in
1954 when a group of far-
sighted tourist officials and
local businessmen decided to
revive the old-time winter
party grand ‘pére enjoyed. It's
been a going concern ever
since, attracting more than
600.000 people to a non-stop
féte of masquerades, parades,
street dances, sports and
cultural events and Habitant-
style dinners,

Bonhomme Carnival, the
real-life spirit of the moder-
nized Mardi Gras, offers
something for everybody
visiting this centuries-old,
walled city. For sports lovers
there are snowmobile and
automobile races and the
now-notorious canoe races
across the ice-filled 'St.
Lawrence River. For indoor
types there are symphony
concerts, bingo nights, opera

-

and the elegant Regency Ball
at the world famous Chiteau
Frontenac Hotel. For all com-
ers, there's a picture postcard
background on narrow, snow-
banked streets, glittering with
hundreds of ice sculptures,
bright with the colorful sashes
and toques of Quebec's
revved-up citizens, who've
been convinced for centuries
they re the real experts when
it comes to. haviag a good
time

Sixty committees with more
than 500 active members work
all year to produce Quebec's
annual burst of party and
song. They muster thousands
of volunteers to parade in
costume, build floats, outfit
platoons of clowns, drill brass
bands and string new gut in
old snow shoes. They hire an
anonymous (and robust) actor
to play the role of
Bonhomme, a gigantic
snowman with a pumpkin grin
carved on his papier mache
face. Clad in his 40-pound
snowman's outfit, wired for
sound with a microphone
taped over his heart and a
voice amplifier under his to-
que. Bonhomme appears at
street dances, sports events,
balls and almost any gathering
of more than two people

Although the Carnival
opens officially February 3,
most visitors take advantage
of the final weekend,
February 11-13 to exchange
greetings with Bonhomme
The wind-up weekend
features the big night parade
through the Upper Town on
Saturday, the Peewee Hockey

Bonhomme is what they call this symbol of the Quebec Winter Carnival which takes

final and the ice canoe
parade, while Sunday is
reserved for the famous ice
canoe races

These gruelling tests of
courage are the most thrilling
spectacles of the Carnival,
watched by thousands who
gather on the natural grand-
stands of the city's cliffs to
cheer 25 teams of expert
oarsmen acgoss - the.ice.floes
to 'the opposite side

Before the f[inal burst of
fireworks marks the end of
Carnival Sunday night,
visitors have plenty of time to
savor the Old World charm of
a citadel city born in 1608
Americans love this pictures-
que old town in winter
costume. They enjoy explor-
ing its perpendicular streets;
clambering down the

Breakneck Stairs™ to the an
cient Lower Town and its 17th
century buildings. They like

‘discovering little
restaurants with Parisien
menus and Canadian prices
and zapping down the famous
toboggan slide to the broad
promenade of Dufferin
Terrace

Travellers jetting by Air
Canada to the Montreal
gateway can make direct con-
nection to Quebec City on one
of the airline’s daily flights in
less than an hour

Party-goers, pack your
woolies' Icy winds acros the
St. Lawrence this month are
part and parcel of Carnival

Happiness is a skier's
wardrobe at Quebec's Winter
Carnival

Travel Talk

with Roger Doris

“Theme park"' is a relative-
ly new addition to the tourism
vocabulary. This concept “of
family entertainment began
more than two decades ago
with Disneyland. Since then,
theme parks have been offer-
ing practically everything
from American nostalgia to a
trip to Europe, and from a
safari in Africa to a futuristic
fantasy world peopled by
puppets

A number of outstanding
teme parks opened during
the U.S. Bicentennial year, in-
cluding the two Marriott
Great Americas in Illionois
and California. Central
Florida will add two new
parks in 1977, with wind and
water setting the themes

Visiters to Hurricane
World, a combination
research - educational
recreational centre near
Orlando, will be able to ex-
plore the hurricane
phenomenon from many
aspects. Thirteen years of
planning and $5 million have
been invested in this centre

The main building is shaped
to look like a hurricane from
the air, with large spurs seem-
ing to “'spin” from the roof in
counter-clock-wise sweeps. At
night, the spurs emit streams
of carbon dioxide gas il-
luminated by flashing lights,
creating the illusion that the
building is spinning

Heads of visitors will spin
after an encounter with ‘“The
Eye." a ride featuring a spinn-
ing descent from a 300-foot
tower at 119 miles per hour
Inside the main building,
visitors will -observe a
simulated hurricane from
vantage points.- behind 150-
foot-long glass panels. Torren-
tial rains and 200-mph winds
will be heard over the public
address system

Hurricane World is envision-
ed as more than an amuse-
ment park. It is being planned
as a gathering point for storm

data, research, and
educational displays
Wet ‘n’ Wild, a water-

themed park three miles from
Sea World and ten miles from
Walt Disney World, will
feature a two-acre lagoon,
four 400-foot-long white water
slideways, a Canadian water
caper playground for the
children, and a teenage pud-
dle jumper pool. And no
longer will visitors be able to
complain that the Orlando
area doesn't have a beach
Wet ‘n’ Wild will feature a
large, sandy beach for sun-
bathers

A TASTE OF ENGLAND

‘To increase public
awareness of the excellence
and variety of English food
served by many of our hotels
and restaurants' was how Sir
Mark Henig, Chairman of the
English Tourist Board summ-
ed up the aim of the Taste of
England promotion in 1976. It
will continue in 1977. To be
eligible, hotels and
restaurants should offer a suf-
ficient choice of dishes to
provide the visitor with a 3-
course meal of English food at
any time during normal open-
ing hours; feature local
specialties, using fresh local
produce, and provide a menu
or bill ,of fare written in
English. Local specialties in-
clude English drinks, and the
aim of the whole promotion is
to put “English cooking
back on the map," as Sir Mark
puts it. For Canadians, it is a
chance to taste the national
and regional dishes of
England based on good, fresh
English products. In 1976 over
900 hotels and restaurants
pledged themselves to the
promotion of English food;
the 1977 response is likely to
be higher

The Royal Windsor Horse
Show, 1977, will include dis-
plays by the King's Troop,
Royal Horse Artillery and the
Band of the Life Guards, as
well as international show
jumping, driving, and showing
classes for horses, ponies and
donkeys. The event, at Home
Park, Windsor, 21 miles from
London, lasts from May 11 to
15

The world’s longest running
play, Agatha Christie’s ‘“The
Mousetrap' has completed 24
years in London's West End,
and over four million people
have seen it. It is currently be-
ing performed at the St. Mar-
tin’s Theatpe

The serpent will supersede
the dragon on February 18 in
an extraterrestrial power
transfer pre-ordained over
four antiip-half centuries ago

For it was over 400 years
ago that China adopted a
lunar calendar divided into 12-
year “cycles with .each year
dominated by an animal deity
Other members of this
zoological theocracy are the
horse, sheep, monkey,
rooster, dog, boar, rat, ox,
tiger and rabbit

The year 1977, by lunar
calendar count is the year
4675 and it eomes under the

QUEBEC CARNIVAL

Feb. 11th-13th

by BUS *9(Q°
FLY and TRAIN

$13500

WATMOR TRAVEL

3015 Lakeshore Blvd. W. between Sth & 10th Sts.

255-1491 e 259-2454

i

Dixie Plaza
Dixie Rd. at Q

GREAT BRITAIN 1977
GREAT BARGAINS

Silver Jubilee celebration of Queen Elizabeth
Gathering. of the clans
International Festival of Youth Orchestras
Many other exciting and colourful events are planned
throughout Britain from May to September for the Jubilee.
Hundreds of low cost CHARTER FLIGHTS available from 10 to
108 days duration—BOOK EARLY
Royal BRITAIN 18 days—2,200 Miles. ALL INCLUSIVE DELUXE
COACH TOUR—SPECIAL JUBILEE TOUR
$640. per person.
Enjoy BRITAIN MORE in 1977, use the service of ROYAL
TRAVEL specializing in BRITISH TRAVEL FOR OVER 20 YEARS.

Royal Trave
o 274-2597

Mr.

it

and Mrs. Grant McGregor of Hartfield Road,

Islington, are shown posing for the fotog on the Lido
Deck of Costa Line’s luxury liner, “Italia”, just before
sailing out of Port Everglades, Florida on an 11 day

serpent’s sway

In San Francisco's pop-
ulous, predominantly
Cantonese-speaking
Chinatown they refer to it as
‘sea-eh nien.”” The sibilant
for snake sounds more like
“sher’” in Mandarin. ‘“‘Nien"
is year

According to the San Fran-
cisco Convention and Visitors
Bureau, firecrackers begin
rattling windows well before
the old year sheds its skin. But
the 10-day public celebration
won't strike until February
26. It will reach a pandemonic
peak on the night of March 5
when hundreds of parade un-
its snake through the down-
town streets

The snake gets a better
shake in the Far East than in
the West where its image suf-
fers from the Garden of Eden
connection Chinese
traditionalists honor the ser-
pent for its sagacity, super-

natural powers and kinship to
the beneficent dragon

According to the prophets,
wisdom and flexibility are the
watchwords for 1977. When
the snake wakes, so will these
traits for the betterment
of world affairs

Indications are that events
will unfold sinuously rather
than suddenly in 1977 with the
most momentous occurring in
May (the hibernator is a slow-
starter). The " intellectual
climate will be receptive to
thinkers and philosophers and
so conducive to new concepts
and significant discoveries

Among the secret powers
attributed to the serpent are
those of healing and renewing
I¥e. Today in Taiwan more
than 200 shops and
restaurants purvey snake
products (blood, venom,
wine, meat, bladder, etc.)
prized for, their medicinal
aphrodisiacal _propertiess

IBook early!
t.‘.'} sun/spet travel
CHARTER CLASS CANADA

Vancouver return $209.00
Calgary return $181.00
Halifax return $117.00
CHARTER CLASS EUROPE
Frankfurt return $339.00
London return $299.00
Amsterdam  return $329.00
Paris return $329.00
Rome return $382.00
ask carina for details

Sun/Spot Travel

3078 Blosr St W.

238-1718 If Busy

238-1710

(Cap Hatian.

Snake gall and snake wine
find a ready market in
Chinatown-San Francisco

The graceful writher, in-
cidentally, partakes of “‘yin,
the passive female essence,
and is a symbol of feminine
beauty and- charm

Oriental astrologists
characterize individuals born
in snake years (1893, 1905,
1917, 1929, 1941, 1953, and
1965) as cerebral, seductive,
cultivated and self-
demanding. Their charismatic
personalities combine passion
and compassion. They have a
rare talent for finding and
entwining the money tree and

vacation cruise through Caribbean waters, visiting: San
Juan, St. Thomas, Caracas,

Aruba, Port Antonio and

a steely reluctance to share
the fruit. Vanity, ex-
travagance and unfaithfulness
must also be counted among
their shortcomings. Theugh
seemingly cool, they are
often would taut as a spring.

San Francisco glides rings
around other cities, even-
Asian ones, when it comes to
Chinese New Year. Its
February 26-March 6 seppent
send-off will be no excéption.
For a full guide to the exotic
pleasures of the city's second
new year season, write fo the
San Francisco Convention and
Visitors Bureau, 1390 Market
Street, San Francisco, CA
94102
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MEALS at SUNDRID

The Ringsfoap

SUNDRIDGE

in the beautiful Alnfaguin Highlands

Tour cost includes

GE
at HUNTSVILLE
ADVANCE RESERVATIONS ARE MECESSARY

For Information and Bookings Call:

2932 Bloor W. 239-2959

Sherway Towers Branch

701 Evans Ave. (Etobicoke) 621-4761
Mississauga Branch

e 1186 Dundas E. 270-3306

®
l Weekends

HUNTSVILLE
Yoliday Swa  HIDDEN VALLEY

a full service ski resort, renowned for
having the longest ski season in Ontario

owsss $88.90

RESORT

e $72.50

2 breakfasts 2 dinners

Travel Burem

—

Freeport

from

*319

Nassau

from

The new way

for under thirty’s*

to travel!

Each holiday package includes: ¢ round tnp jet
transportation from Toronto including complimentary
inflight meals and drinks e transfers between the
airport and your hotel, including baggage handiing ®
accommodation for seven nights at first class hotels
(double occupancy) ® welcome Shazam cocktail party
* continental breakfast (coffee and rolls) daily ® beach
parties, cruises. special selected dinners. sports ac-
tivities, nightclub tour, disco dancing ® Shazam beach
bag ® Shazam tour director ® and much more'

Ft. Lauderdale

from

*389

Acapulco

from

*429

8 jet parties to the sun to April 24

Action Packed Holidays Under The Sun

Not included: hotel service charge and tax: approximately
$10 - $14 per person. Canadian departure tax of S8 pe#
person and destination departure tax

No mandatory single supplement — We guarantee
shared accommodation for those travelling on

their own.

Joinusonajetpartytothe sun!

Ask your travel agent for a free copy of the Shazam
Holiday brochure for complete details

“or those who feel under thirty.
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l SKYLINE HOTEL SHOPPING ARCADE

13

ETOBICOKE 244-5391

associated with

BEL-AIR TRAVEL ® VOYAGES BEL-AIR
BURKE'S WORLD WIDE TRAVEL ® BURRITT TRAVEL

RAVEL

{ 54
AL o

I SQUARE ONE SHOPPING CENTRE
MISSISSAUGA 275-1366




