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Experimental jazz at Birdland JReBVLS5 (GRLE; ¢ 11b:

BY MIKE CATANO

Talking about Jerry Granelli's history in jazz mu-
sic with such groups as the Vince Guaraldi trio
almost serves as a discredit when talking about
his new quartet, U.EB.

Suffice it to say, Granelli has a rich history in
jazz and blues music, and has repeatedly proved
himself to be one of the most talented percussion-
ists playing today.

In U.EB., Granelli and three very young Ger-
mans perform a musical hybrid of jazz, funk, blues,
rock, and a myriad of other styles, and they do it
with their eyes firmly fixed toward the future.

U.EB. are clearly free of any sort of traditional-
ist pretence in the music they make, borrowing
heavily from modern rock and blues influences,
more so than from the canon of jazz standards.
They do not fall into the trap of losing the melody
of a song for the sake of improvisation like many
modern jazz artists, and they also manage to steer
clear of the bland rock/jazz “fusion” that haunts
us all in elevators and dentists’ offices.

[t is this group that took the stage at the Birdland
on Thursday, September 14th, playing two sets for

the large crowd. The band (which consists of

Granelli on drums, Kai Brickner and Christian
Kogel on guitars, and Andreas Walter on bass)
began their first set with a Gatemouth Brown song
and then launched into almost two hours worth

of material by Thelonius Monk, Ry Cooder, and
Anthony Cox, to name but a few.

The set was highlighted by the guest appear-
ance of Halifax hip-hop artist Stinkin" Rich for two
songs, one an improvisation, the other Rich's in-
terpretation of the title track of U.EB.’s debut re-
cording, “News From The Street”. Rich's
appearance drew clear lines between the two mu-
sical styles, with U.EB.'s challenging rhythms high-
lighting Rich's off-centre rhyme style.

U.EB. blur the lines of traditional jazz instru-
mentation, where melody instruments (like the
guitar) play melody, and rhythm instruments (like
bass and drums) play rhythm. At U.EB.’s perform-
ance, the whole band switched roles depending
on the needs of the song.

At points, Briickner and Kogel held down the
rhythm while Walter and Granelli stretched out
for extended solos and melodic interplay, and some-
times they reverted to their traditional roles in the
group. Through all of this, however, you never got
the feeling that what was happening on stage was
experimentation for pure experimentation’s sake.
The group plays good music.

After two sets, U.EB. were called out for an en-
core, and chose to do “...the first song [they] ever
played together,” a cover of Jimi Hendrix's “Little
Wing”. This was a [itting choice for a finale — a
rock song played by a jazz band in a rock club
with a jazz club’s name.
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Gazette classified ads are now
available. Want to buy or

sell something? Want to have
your message reach 10,000
people on and off campus’?

Come to our offices and speak to Jan,
our advertising manager, SUB 3rd floor
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Forever Plaid
by Stuart Ross
February 2 to 11
Sponsored by Cantel

Our Town

by Thornton Wilder
March 1 to 10

Sponsored by Nortel

NEPTUNE THEATRE

Enjoy Our Entire Mainstage Season at The Cohn!
Student Subscriptions only $56*

Don’t Delay, Call Today!

429-7300

K *A $5.00 Capital Charge applies to each Subscription. (Some restrictions may apply.)
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If We Are Women
by Joanna MacLelland Glass |
March 29 to April 7
Sponsored by Imperial Oil
Wingfield’s Progress

by Dan Needles
May 3 to 12
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Just Dome it.

Always ready, willing and able to entertain.
Mon - Tues till midnight.
Wed - Sun until 3:30am.
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HALIFAX
POLKLORE
CENTRE

423-7946
422-6350

+ Guitars « Am|

Selected Musical Instruments

VERY SPECIAL PRICES!

s - Basses - Mandolins - Violins, etc.

MUSIC LESSONS

Guitar: Folk, Classical, Rock, Country, Blues and Jazz
Voice, Electric Bass, Recorder, Flute, Mandolin, Fiddle

Bluegrass Banjo, Autoharp, Classical Violin

Tin Whistle, Harmonica, Etc.

* No Registration Fees
* Day & Evening

(Located just off Spring Garden Rd.)
1528 Brunswick St., Halifax

WARRANTY ON ALL INSTRUMENTS » MAIL ORDERS TAKEN
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Part-time Student
Membership Rates!
(September 195 to August 31 ‘96)

Students must present a valid student ID.

$195/year + GST
$19.50/month + GST
(12 post-dated payments)

Present this ad by October 13,
1995 and receive 10% off student
membership rates.

- Basketball
- Volleyball
. * Squash » Running (indoor Track)
- Racquetball - much more!

« Swimming
« Golf (putting and Driving)

Call 494-3372 for details.




