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What is a University? What is fair to the students? What is fair
to the cost-sharing public? These are some of the questions that
arise in the ‘“‘Royal Commission on Education, Public Services
and Provincial - Municipal Relations’® commonly referred to as
the ‘*Graham Report''.

To get to the substance of this article, | would like to refer to
Volume 1, Section 61-65, Sub-Section 4: ‘‘Fifty per cent of total
expenditures on graduate, medical, and dental studies ... and
eighty per cent of the cost of all other programmes, is probably a
reasonable estimate of the institutional cost that should be born
by the students ... To ensure that university education is available
to all who have the capacity and interest, without being restricted
to an economic elite, generous student assistance should be
available. In the first year of university, most of this assistance
should be in the form of grants; for the first-year students,
university is an experiment, which may or may not be successful,
and too large a debt would discourage many who would benefit
from attending."

Woas that clear? We will pay eighty per cent of the true cost of
our undergraduate education. At the moment we are paying less
than twenty-five per cent. Can you afford to take a two thousand
dollar jump in fees? Will not the very rich or the very scholastic be
the only students at the university?

The reason for the increase in tuition is most unclear. The
explanation that the students would finally pay for what they get,
is the illogical approach of a first year Economics student. We will
pay for our education, all of it, but not in a lump sum and not with
such pain.

When you build a bridge, you don’t ask the people that use it to
pay twenty-five dollars per trip. It doesn’t make sense; nu one
will use it, and a true debt will be incurred. The owners would
charge twenty-five cents and pay for the bridge in thiry years.

The same is true with the university. While we are here, we will
pay our twenty-five cents, (or the seven hundred and twenty-one
dollars) and then for the rest of our lives, we will pay for our
“‘inexpensive’’ education.

Why then would anyone want such a plan? The Americans have
universities where tuition costs well over three-thousand dollars
per year, and they are going broke. Can’t we learn from others’
mistakes? .

In the past, universities were for the elite. If the present
Graham report recommendations are used, then all students of
middle class standing and lower will become extinct.

Student loans are not the answer. Borrowing three thousand
dollars for a university education is bad enough, but try tripling
that amount! Can the average student take that chance? What
kind of adult life can you have with this debt pulling you down?
How many students would borrow fifteen thousand dollars and
then have to declare themselves bankrupt? Would the
government prefer this?

Whether or not any of these recommendations are acted upon,
is conjecture at this point. Hopefully the government of Nova
Scotia will realize that these blans are impractical. This study is
projected to come into effect on April 1, 1976. Those of us here at
Dalhousie now could be the last middle class graduates of this
university. Ridiculous isn’t it?
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