
Disturbing? MiIdIy unpIeasant This is
one possible Mworst-cassç uenario in a
futuire that ma~y sec the carth's 'limate

t drastically ltered by a global 1warming
trend, the so-called7 greenhouste efect.

Like theglass roofofa rethouse,
the'earth's tosphere lets sunlight pass
through ik but acts as Ia1ckindof blanket
to keep~ heat froni passinig out.

Sorne of the -sunlight reaching the
ground is absrbd, ausini k b warmf
up. As the surface temperatul!e rises,,
some heat is lost to the air and some is
radiated upwards a infrared (a form~ of
electromagnetic radiation, like ight, but
wth less energy).

Certaini gas ftoecues in the
atmosphere. litke datbon dioxide «iCO 2)
and water vapor, ibsorb the infrared
rays and re-radiate sorne of theml up and
out intospace. anddownback tothesurface.Y

"There is a
defirilte warrning

trend in Edmonton
andCi algary"

Thuis, the atmosphere acts as an P
impotant insuation for te plantet, .. u s
which helps keep the temperattire frornem tretfligvery rnikh at nipht Pre aue<

Water vàpor, whic comprises oilly an increase i the average tei»perature of t e
about 1% of thé gases in the atmosphere, the earth ct.rîai
neetheless provides roughly 9~% o thi hi rise ini temperature oltrge
insulating effectz carbon dioxide,.imaking zsImultitude of fedbac fets, many of aeoi ly
up a mnire 0.03%, provies muicof the w1iich woul4Itlîely cause a furttter ftWa
Te!t. increase in temperature. An exam~ple is

But the arnountof carbon dioxide in the melting of the polar ce icaps, which -greenhIrnLj
the atmosphere hb% been steadily woul r$ ldar~ker. h4t abotbing
increasing since records began in 1960 - a ground beneath them, and isese effeet is talream
onsequence of thi iidustrial revolution. lbeùwan observecoldfuthr l


