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Steve Lndes berg stî 1l YU kk
by Glénn St-Germain
and Roger jorgenson

Steve Landesberg tarted out by making
his frends laugh. As the dryly humourous
Sgt. Dietrich on Barney Miller and as a
successful stand-up comedian, he has
brought laughter to millions.

Vet, comedy wasn'twhat Landesberg in-
itially wanted to do.

1I set out to be an* actor," he said. "The
comedy kind of came after the fact."

Landesberg said fie always like doing
comedy, and started by doing comedy for his
friends in New York City.

"lt was something that 1 did with my,
friends, and 1 just started doing it in Green-
wich Village, and then got up to a club called
The Improvisation in New York."

The "mprov", as-it is somnetirnes know n,, is
a club where many .young comedians
perform. Many noteable names, such as_
David Brenner, Richard Pryor, and Rodney
Dangerfield have performed there early In
their careers. Brenner was a contemporary of.
Landesberg.

"t was a good place to work, grinding it
out 'until 1 was ready to audition. for the
Toniight Show.'

That wâs ini December of .1971, before
which he worked for more than a year with
an imptovisationat comedy group, the New
York Stickball Team.

it was flot long after appearing on Carbn
that Landesberg landed a teleison role. lus
fist iWs In the summer of 1972ôn the Bobby
Darrin Summer Show, in whldh, playmi "a
cazy German Psychiatrlst". -

Hisfirst seiies was Frie ds and Loveis, (the
Paul Sand Show), ini 1 74.é Landesberg played

9Sit an<Iosbwdàrg h l n ng fenil

a Viennese violinist in the sfiort-lived seies.
It was thtough that show that he wourid up
on Ebàmny bMiller.

'ýPah1f$'Arriild, who createcI Brneyt
'Miler, saw me ori the show~ and id~C 'this
guý's funtiy, toc bad he's GeV#an.I. He
found out 1twasn't, and hired me as a crook."

Lardesberg's first Sar ,ey Miller appear-
ancè was a guest spot as -a crook. He later

Sometimes the audience
turns you on, you.corne up
with something.

I set out ta be an actor. The
comedy kind of came after
the tact.

Danny Ar nold, who created
Barney Miller, scaw me on
the show and said 'this guy's
funny, too bad he's German.'

returrfed part-time as Detective Sargeant
Arthur Dietrich, andfinally spent the lait five
years of the series as a cast regiilar.

Since Barney,- Landesberg lias been
keeping lbusy. He has had two television
spedals, appeared ln àseresbfcoùnmnerciaIs
for Pacific- Northwest Bell, and has criss-
crossed the continent doing stand-up
cornedy. -eis about to film his first movie.

Intefour years siwoe Barney Miller
ended production, Landes6ierg has had other
televlsiori and film offers, but he fumed
thern down.

"I haven't had a good script," he said.
Landesberg's comedy is frequently i-

provisationai, and ideas corne from almost -

anywhere.
;'l dondt plan,~" he said. "It's whatever hits

me. 1 might be watching the news and see
something. 1 might be talking to afriend and
say something. There is no one area 1 go
into."

.1 do a lot of characters, but 1 don't plan
anything. 1 take a little tape record er on stage
witti me in case 1 corne up witi'something.
Sometimes the audience turns you On, you
corne up with something7

Looking to the future, Steve iandesbetg
wil begin fil#ntng his f it motion picture
next month in Atanta. Entitled Leadr of the
Band, Landesberg will- play a liigh-school
bandleader. It should be released next

in the meanltime, Landesberg does comedy,
waiting for more acting possibilitles,

»There's something being wrltten for mel I
don't knOW if l'Ilflke it l've tumred down 1V
series the Iast couple of years. If sornething
carne aong thatwasas good es aey Miller
'd certainly do it.

Landesberg feels he can afford to lie
selec~ie.

"Why not?" he said. "I'm working., Why
shouid 1 do something 1 don't lbk? 1àt
doesn'i make any sênse.to m~e at ait."

teve Landesberg will be appearing Mon-
dayenight in the jubitee Auditorium, at 80
P.m.

Thuvday, sepwmber s19%


