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Dr. Johns knows
about the average student

The world of student and uni-
versity politics is, like most thinigs,
constantly changing-it makes pro-
gress, suffers reverses, switches
course and then sits bock ond exa-
mines what has been accomplished
or lost.

Unless one is constantly in touch
with the people who head and direct
the course of the politics, it is ail
too easy to get lost and become
vitally uninformed as to the issues
plaguing the student politicians and
their constituents - the faithful,
never-miss-a-class student.

For a university president ta get
lost in the shuffle is a cardinal sin.
Nevertheless, Walter Johns, presi-
dent of the University of Alberta
has been getting the Bronx jeer
f rom a lot of students and their poli-
ticians. Recently the Graduate Stu-
dents Association decided, en masse,
that Walter Johns was "out of
touch" with students.

Since Dr. Johns gave themn some-
thing to thump on-his Memoran-
dum on Student Conduct-the SDU
have ail but ignored him and this
means Dr. Johns is just not in the
picture. The SDU only play their
game with people who know what
is going on in the structure. They
don't bother with administrators or
students who are not right up ta
date in their thinkng-be it Mar-
xism, capitalism, imperialismn or any
of the handy dandy political terms
sa freely tossed around in current
day politics.

For ail the derogotory rernarks
about Walter Johns, we have to

assume, because of one of his re-
cent outbursts at the General Fac-
ulty Council meeting Monday, that
he still knows the basic, average
student.

At this meeting and during the
debate on the issue of cancellation
of classes for the Arts Teach-in held
todlay, Dr. Johns said "cancel classes
for the day and students won't
bother coming to classes".

While not being a great earth-
shattering statement, it shows that
Dr. Johns stili knows that students
come to university for one basic
reason-to go ta classes, study and
get a degree. Take the f irst piece
away and the students surely will
not come to the campus.

The intellectuals con say ail they
wish about democratization, libera-
lization, etc. etc. of the university.
But the vast majority of students
here want nothing more thon the
"leducation" handed out by the sys-
tem. Ali the screaming in the galaxy
won't change this.

And Dr. Johns knows it better
thon ail the rest. While the ai-
leged deep thinkers have been con-
cerned about radical change, they
have neglected to inform the stu-
dent thcit he is part of the change.
If he dloesn't feel -a port of the
system, he won't participote which
may be exactly whot they want.

But while Dr. Johns has been ac-
cused of being out of touch with
the greot revolutionaries, his state-
ment ut GFC proves he is in touch
with the average Alberta student.

University and the media
Those who lend a kînd ear or eye

to the news media these days shouid
be secretly smiling about the fine
press coverage given the university
these days.

There are stories in the daily
newspaper (though mostiy with the
usuai siant), profiles on television
(with an unusuai but typicai tele-
vision siant towards sensationaiism)
and the radio.

The best to dote has been the
radio. They appear ta be the most
objective of the three.

We con pass the newspaper off
as just being generaily out to lunch
where the university is concerned
because they don't know anything

about students-the men who dic-
tate news assignments have neyer
been students here and have neyer
taken the effort to find out what,
if anything, is happening.

Meonwhile, the television portrait
of Boyd Hall was pure shit. Some-
how, we expected more f rom the
Dimension programn thon a grossly
unrepresentative view of a student
councilIlor.

The radio however, especially
CFRN, has taken the time ta talk
to the typical everyday student here.
A number of their shorter programs
and interviews take a solid look at
the campus.

That is what is needed.

Controversial Dick Gregory
provokes our thouglits

The Editar,
With reference ta the article in Fri-

day, Nov. 22 issue of The Gateway, 1
would like f0 say Sister Judith did not
quite get Dick Gregory's message.

Dick Gregory mode lis pasition cleor
by saying he, as an individual, ived
for non-violence, but was not prepared
ta impress his personal approach on
others, especially in his sociefy where
any agitation of non-violence ta a par-
ticular group would be a farce and not
n keeping witli fli general atmaspliere
n thaf communify.

He did not of any fime say it was
time insulf was returned for insult or
prejudice for prejudice. Rather, he emp-
liasised that the lower ranks of his
socîefy were evermore becoming aware
of what insults fliey have been sub-
iected ta and were no longer prepared
ta swallow this.

Wauld Sister Judithi say such an ap-
proval is an agitation for retaliation?

Nor being a member of tlhc oppressed,
Sister Judithi and any of lier type
cannot fully appreciate the position of
these undone people. Dick Gregory, a
member of this group, continues un-
flinchingly fo be non-violent. He de-
serves ta be highly commended, rather
than be subjected ta flic sart of mis-

construed accusation lielias been sub-
jected ta in fthe article.

I would not like fa think that Sister
Judith is still of flic aId group, in-
doctrinated with catechism whic i s
spelled out withouf undersfanding.

Over tlie ages, tlic lower ranks of
society have obeyed flic caîl of "lave
for liatred". The autcome lias been that
of flic antagonist solidifying his position
more and more. It was fime flic dog-
mafic believers realized fliat fthe aId
catechism has long oufîived ifs useful-
ness. The new meaningful approacli
would be for the "human righfs" wark-
ers, including Sisfer Judifh's groups, to
concenfrafe on the antagonisfs and make
tlicm refurn love for love. 1 amn yet ta
meef anyone who would justify love f0
be unilaferal, if lias got ta be recipro-
citive.

The lower ranks of sociefy liave loved
aIl along, but have received oppression
and liatred in refurn. They are now
beginning f0 feel sfrongly, and justifi-
ably f00, that it was timne things changed
for flic good and weIl-being of ail mcmn-
bers of the society. This surely is in
mie wifli fli proclamation of a be-

liever in "human riglifs".
M. A. Kraglia
grad studies

Dear Mr. Gregory .
Dear Mr. Gregory:

1 appreciate fthc fact tliat you wcre
able f0 corne fa our campus, but your
vîsif cfft me wifli many lingering doubts
and questions. I think you wcre able
fa convcy the sense of moral outrage
block Americans feel because of flic
way fhey have been frcafed, and 1
think you personify anc of the prcdict-
able positions thaf people emerging from
a mînorify stafus take. You find America
sick and morallv corrupf, but vou fail
f0 realize that flic fact thaf American
people like yoursclf have came fa pra-
minence is a sign of icalih.

Your position fliaf the aIl of America's
problcms arc a result of a small group
of grecd capifalisfs; "the esfablishment",
(whafever this is) or flic CIA reminds nie
of the simplisfic devil theory of flic radi-
cal righf wlio sec communismn under every
stone.

Yaur polarîzafion of issues info righf
agaunst wrong is also sympfomafic of this
rcmarkablc similarify whîdh you have
ta flic righf wing in America, as is your
lack of firm belief in constitufionalism.
The rîglif wing would like nofhing better
thli af have an excuse fa break fhlIw
fhcmsclvcs, whicli they would find if flic
ncw lcff and black radicals began f0
break the law af will.

1 find your condemnation of the hypo-
crisy of false "Cliristians", Shrincrs Clubs
and flic Wall Street businessmen who
ogled Francine undersfandablc, but what
about your own liypocrisy in trying to
idenfify yourself wifli the non-violence of
Martin Luther King while af flic same
time taking as your heroes Rap Brown
and Stokeley Carmicliacl, flic apostles of
violence? And wliat arc we f0 fhink
wlien you say fliat non-vialence is good
because if can mobilize flic support of
young kids f0 "Put capifalisfs in flicir
riglif place" (whercas a violent philosophy
might cause tlicm ta falter due to can-
cern for flicir relatives).

Howevcr, you add thaf once in action,
flic kîds will probably go ahead and
desfroy tliem. How can we fake seri-
ously your belief fliat our salvation lies
n trust betwccn people when you want
to alienacte kids from their parents?

While 1 con readily sympathize with
your conccrn for flic pliglit of the Indian,
and admire your courage in helping Amn-
enican Indians, your position is incon-
sistent wlien you advocafe liberafion and
infegrafion of Indians from the reserve,
if you believe fliaf tle American society
s sick. Whether we like if or not, fliere

are a large number of Indians who wanf
fa mainfain the reserve systcm, and not
even your atfempfs f0 indoctrinafe flicm
(dore I use your word "brainwash"?) wilI
nof change fhat. You only injure the
cause of the American Indian when you
sec cxisting government programs as com-
plcfcly incpf. The riglit wing in America
would like nofhing better than ta think
that programs f0 help flic undcrprivilcged
arc uselcss, since this provides a perfecf
excuse fa climinate them.

How can we take scriously your at-
tacks on flic American university sys-
tcm for brainwashing students when we
realize universities arc now centres of
dissent in America, and when "academnic
f rcedom" lias become a sacrcd phrase
in American educafion? If is eosy f0
use aur anxiefy abaut cxams f0 alienate
us from flic university, but whaf do you
have f0 offer fa replace flic fantastic
achievements of American education?
Even marc importonfly, wliat do you
have fa offer ta replace flic "systcm"
once if lias been desfroyed? Will some-
thing better cmergc automatically?

You have rcalized fliat economic se-
curify is not enougli for individuals, but
what values do you have fa affer us fa
provide a firm guide for personal be-
havior as well as a social arder whcn
yau mack Chiristian ethnics, and when
cynicism lias reploccd fhe liumanism
n your thouglifs?

Racial preludice is a sign of sickncss
in Americon society, but flic fact fliat if
s being overcome is o sign of fle icvta-
lity of American life. 1 con only hope
thot you can realize this before you and
flic people you inspire desfroy flic system
whidli gives you enougli freedom fa ad-
vocate ifs destrucfion. If you wont fa
hclp America, work f0 reform if and
wîfli your fantasfic wif continue fa moke
flic governmenf officiaIs realize flic im-
portance of equolizing opportunify.

You provoked many of us who heord
you ta lauglifer, but 1I cff with flic feel-
ing fIat few realized the total impact
of wliat you were advocating. 1 con
undcrsfand how flic anxiety and frustra-
tion which we are aIl faccd wifh con
cause us fa look for a scopegoaf fa pro-
jecf aur problems onto, but we surcly
have progressed cnough fa realize fIat
blanket condemnations and simplistic
solutions (if onardliy con be callcd a
solution) cannof bring a beffer world.

Howard Palmer
grad student
681391
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