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Marriag>e of Bîing and Queen
BW E-MILY P. WLAVER

w J-EN, as a youth of nineteen,King Edward (tien Prince of
Wales), visited Newfoundland,

lie was greeted by some of the simple
fisier-folk witi the exclamation "God
bless bils pretty face, and send him- a
good wife 1 '

This wish for hima was soon to be
fulfilled. Happier in tlîis tian many
of lis predecessors, thc young prince
chose lis bride for love and not for
reasons of statecraft. H1e was indeed
scarcely out of boyliood when lis

parents (who believed in early mar-
niages) began to con over anxiously
the Eist of possible helpmates for tie
heir of England. Tliey favoured, it is

said, some Germnan mariage, but the
attention of the Prince himsclf was
directed by a curious httle accident to

Alexandra of Denmark, "the Vikings'
dauglter."

This is one version of the story,
whetier or not it is tic correct one 1
cannot say. Iu tic sîîmmct of 1861,
wlien tic Prince of \3Wales was study-
ing at Cambridge, a young German
oficer of ils acquaintance aniotunced

one day tliat lie was going to becniar-
ried and took front ils pocket a pho-
tograpli of a lovely girl dressedl in
wbite. "'Vour fiancce is a very beau-
tiful girl," said the Prince as lie
ianded back the piiotograpli. Tien

tic young officer exclaimed tint lie

lad mnade a inistake, and had siown
tic Prince the portrait, not of lus
fiancee, but of tlic Danish princess,

Alexandra, "1whichliad been coloured

for him by the lady to wium lie was
engaged, wien nie palnted lier own."
UJpon this, "wien lie would have
taken back the piotograpli, tic
Prince laugiingly refused to give it

lnip," sqaying tint lie would keep it till
lie met the original.

Thislie contrived to do before many

imonths had gone by. Finding tiat
Alexandra and lier fatier, tie Crown
Prince of Dcnmark, were visiting somne
of tlie ohd churcies and casties on tlie

Rhine, Albçrt Edward followed tliem
thither, and on a September day in

1861 Met lis future bride before the
altar in tic ancient Catliedral of

Speyer. The next day lie exphored
tic old Caqtle of Hleidelberg in coIn-

pany wti tlie Danish princess, and it
speedily became clear to ail observers
tiat, as the Prince Consort said, "the

young people" had "taken a warm
liking to eaci other."

Eýffrts were made to kecp the mat-
ter secret, but it proved impossible.
Mll Europe was interested in the

royal love affaîr. It was not, how-
ever, tili nearly a year Inter, after theý
death. of the Prince Consort tiat the

formal betrothal took place at Laeken
Palace, near Brussels. The engage-
ment.ring was set wti sýx Iewels, of

wliich the initial letters formed tic
naine IBertie,'" used by Qucen Vic-

toria for lier son. The betrothiai was

folldwed by a week of ecrinbc-
gilning with a visit to the Fieldi of
Waterloo ; tien Alexandra returned
for a short time to th i ome of lier

hI ldliood.
lier father was not wati for a

royail persotiuge, and A ix, s shie
was cahllud t home, Imd hleien roi(,t
tip very, simpillv. Sbeetiid lier five

brutiers atnd sisters hiad lpasscd miucli

of their time ait tieceountry paýlace of

Becristo)rfi, ten miles fromi Cop)enhag,-

en, st 1udyl, in îd iamusiti,,tiiemselvus,
according to the-seaison, by skating

and dancing, ridilug anid Nyachting,.
Tie Danies were dehlighItedi with the

F.nglish match, aniçiloadcd their faiir

princess with presents. Uer trous-
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event. Il. had beecîi iotic vd ini tue
days precdxig tie wedding tiiat
Princess Alexandra was fond of tie
old-faishïied lavenlder and v~iolet, a
preference that lias becu su rciuarkod
in iater years. But the royal bridai
robe was of theccunvexitioxial wlhite,
and the sweet and gentie bcarinig of
the Dl)anish princvess was thc subjet of
universal adiniration.

D)ickens, wlio wais present, t1ins des-
cribes the bride, 'Iller face was vurv
pale, and fulîl of a sort of awc and
wonder; but tie face of ni udxar
bride, not sixnply a irnid, shriniiig
girl, but one with character distînc-
tive of lier own, prepared to act a
part greatly."

It was indeed a xiatiuiially poliul.xr
alliance, for the sweetness aîid grace
of thie "daughter of the Vikings" lîad

apeldto the London crowds, wiiicli
îin this case have reflited the echarge of
pulic fickleniess, inasinucli as the

Qucn AexadraOf 1907 is even more
higly stemcd tlîan the girl uf

eigliteen wlîo u, i-nea haîf a century
a1go, revic 1aroa weieoîne to lier

TuePrxîcssAlexanmdra was re-
makbefr-um tic first for tie tact

withi whii i sh ad;ipteýd herseif to lier
new sinrruidiugs,, itever seeming to
regard lier:eif as a fureign roy'.\iltv.
Sic siuwed %very early the synpaIthv-
witb suffering that bas miade ain
muvement to alleviate distress sure uf
lier support. She shoWed also that
wo:nanlv interest ini aflairs of the
houseiold, wiiich, in spite of a v arietv
uf moderni interests, rernains part uf
the Englisit ideal of wuman. "Suc
lias associa ted ail tlie duties of ro-v-
alty wti the 'irtues and liappincss
of home life and lias given to lier
daugliters something of lier own
pride in tie dairy and thc garden.
She bias,» in spite of English adoption,
always shown a deep affection for hier
girlhood's home.
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seau (always .11 Ïlimporltant matter t()
a bride) was imadc paril iii Denimark,
partly ini Eiiglanid.

ler whole faîniii acompanied lier
to England where she receiv'ed a most

inthusiastic weicoxnc. Sincu wo-
mankind eitd"said Takry
"has any wuflii ever had micli ia
greeting ?" At siglit of the dheerinig
Crowd'(S at (;.rit.(eStend the pics
turned tii lier mother, exclainig, 'Ils
it possible that1 thvy lieau ail this
for me?

Thait wals oly- the beLginning. On
thiat same emral day, the young
girl made lier pors through Loni-
don, and w.as grectvd everywhere by
mighity throngs itdorneid ini lier lion-
ouir with bridilfavoumrs.

Vhe imarriage wa%;s solt-mniised ini
St. George's Chiapei, Windsoi(r, ont
Mardi lotit, j861, and was thie first.
nuptial cerenxionyv in tiîat buildingl
sincet the marriatge of Hlenry 1. in
1 i 2.. Thet brilliant spec'tacle well
belitted the occasion illd -gavC full
scope to the penicIlof the artist. One
of the historie pîpctures of the occa-
sion aspinlted b_ \\. 1>. ritli,
R.A. hr was an clement o ef sAdaess
ingiiled with iîa thcws oo

event. 'lhle Prixîc cnsot ad pas-
,;ed 1away iftevn nxonthis before and
wa.s miurned Ibv the Quvven wjth rare
devotioln. ]But it was Consoing to
rueembe(r tliit lit- liad given the pro-
posed union his Nvarmclst falthoriv ap-

A wd iug ,iav's ;an e\enlt of in-
terest to the fumÎinine world, is of un-
iitiail attraiction wieuî tie bride is
beaixtiful and the bridjegrou)in is heir
t(; atgreat kingdoiii. Wurdwid w
the interest in Albert PFdward, and

;Alexandra, while the accounts of the
gorgeonis spectacle in, the Chapel were
eagerly read iii ail corners of the
u-orld. Naturally, every detail con-
everning th wedding-gown was de-
:sc-ibed with a gravity befitting the


