
CANADIAN COURIER

ARTHURHEMING, ILLUSTRATOR
By ARTHUR STRINGER

£RE in New York I happen to know twdH il-lf atit.One lias just moved up
to the Bronx. He moved there, lie ex-
plained, so that lie would be close to the

Zc>ological Gardens. In other words, that clever
and faîe and feverishly working young artist
gatliers bis "wild life" throuigl the cage-bars and
buffalo-fences of a city zoo. He chics his back-,
ground, wliether in spirit lie liappens tolie witli
Roosevelt in Africa, or witli some less illustrious
cheetali-shooter in Central Amierica. And on the
whole, as a liard-workinig picture-maker, 'lie does
very well. The last time 1 was in bis studio lie liad
seventeen white mice, running as tamie as kittens
about tlie floor. Hie enijoyed their society mucli
more than 1 did. But that, I fancy, was about as
near as lie ever got to "wil life."

The other portrayer of animal and outdoor life
wliom 1 know is a Canadian calied Artliur fleming.
Ten long years ago lie drew the pictures for ithe
first ýCanadian story I sold to the Post. Some time
later, wlien I wanted him to illustrate another Northi-
west story of mine for ancitler publication, 1 sug-
gested his niame to the anoemic and overworked
editor. "Hemning," repeated thie isy man of tlie
Mlue pencil, "Fleming, wlio is lie 1' Then a liglit
dawned on himi and lie exclaimed: "Oh, tliat's the
mari wlo travels five liuindredl miles to get a fact !"

The phrase lias stuck in my memiory, flot only
becauise it was a oliaracterisation of the man and
bis scrupulous method of workxnanship, but also
k1ecatise it seemred about as big a compliment as
'coild possibly bce tossed out to an artist in this
era of off-hanid and short-cut illustrators. It ex-
plains wliy suai a. magazine as Scribners colt send

by side witli him, in 'bis teepee. He bunked with
Zh lumberjack. He investigated "whýite-waters"
with, the river-driver. He went over bis ground.
In bis day lie lias travelled over four tliousand six
hundred miles by canoe (figure out -the paddle-
gtrokes if you care to) ; lie 'lias trudged over two
tbousand miles on snow-slioes. Hie lias done bis
round five liundred miles by raft. For thirteen hun-
dred miles ie lias followed dog-trains througli the

rats who turn around, as it were, and eat tliei
tails. He kept going back to nature for 'ho
facts and, his inspirations.

This mecant enthusiasm; and Heming 'is>tially a man of enthusiasm. It takes a lot
Notion to truth to travel eight hundred miles ta
a lynx or a black bear. It means danger anid
slip and going without more things than the
ing papers. But it lihas 'its rewards, its re
quite outside of truth, and the mere completi
a canvas. Tliere's a thrill te, it-if you doul
ask fleming himself-there's the blood-tii
satisfaction of a long chase well ended, of 0
quest rewarded, of a fine danger faced andi
quished.

It's somewhat curious to think that thýs
whoý can happily bunk with cussing cow-pufl
who can listen to timber-wolIves though ri(
thicker than a teepee-wall, tramped with
whackers and packers, sung with river-dr
swirling down raft-ridden "cellars," loped
lonely patrols with mounted police, followed
and caribou for a hundred iniles to get nothing
th-an a'pencil sketch, broken lis baninock a
lousy 'half-breeds and sweated over -weary POT
with an emptyý grub-bagý and a tightenied'b
say it's somewhat curious to think of this ni:
muscle and sinew being ensconced in a L
studio, sucli as Brangwyn~s, working in the

~of the great English artists. But.there he lias
and there he lias broadened his powers and add
his elupment. Tro point out that he is the
Canadian mnember of the Society of Il]ustrý
tliat somali but select organisation which uic
sucli names as Abbey and Pyle and Gibsoil
Pennell and Brangwyn, need flot. in itself, nri
great deal. But when it is remiemb-ered that]
ing will bie and must be sonie day looked on a
faithful and authoritative exponient of that wilc
whicli is slowly but sp1rely passinu- away, that
the true initerpreter of a vast region of Ca
whicli lie lias made peculiarly bis owni, then WE
realise both lis vogue and 'hîs value. To enti
ate 'the magazines to whichlihe has conti
would bec to give a directory of the Periodical
li.shers' Association. His book, "Spirit lae,"'
been published serially in Bngland and France
the United States. VOL, sec hi-~ stiÇ rvervt

ne lias b)een supporting
eas expressed througli
was the flrst illustrator

-ofession in Canada. He
alise, in bis depiction of
whioli is creeping closer
Pole, tlia,t fidelity to de-
by pictorial entliusiasms,
lie always liad. The de-
3 acouiire. 1le "trinnpi"

Who is returning to Canada to act as Art Hditor aua wouic b)e sas unnjst and
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States. It wotild lie lilae coNorthern W'ilderness. Into this wilderniess, at dif- rose, whicli is always confcferent times and on different occasions, lie lias clusive. But somie day wlimade no less thaý fourteen trips. Metropolitani know it lias passed, wlien tirecognition-and in London and Paris and New ada stretch fair up iinto the S,York and Berlin lie lias found it-did not conivert bou is a zoo cu riosity and tF.liim. into one of those artists of tlie second dimension will go back to fleming fowlio divorce Art from actuality and "prof essionalise" as tliey were, and we will rtheir work. Hie did not become one of those studio- hlm is greater than we dre:
1 f .el


