fully, “Bluff? I'm quite smart at 't
myself,” he said.

“No,” and Witham shook his head.
“It’s a straight question. I want to
know.”

“Well,” said the other, “it couldn’t
do much harm if I told you. You were
running whiskey a little while ago, and,
though the folks didn’t seem to sus-
pect it, you had a farmer or a rancher
for a partner—it appears he has mixed
up things for you.”

“Witham ?” and the farmer turned to
101l the cigar which did not need it be-
tween his fingers.

- “That’s the man,” said his companion.
“Well, though I guess it’s no news to
you, the police came down upon your
friends at a river-crossing, and farmer
Witham put a bullet into a young
trooger, Shannon, I fancy.”

Witham sat upright, and the blood
that surged to his forehead sank from
it suddenly, and left his face grey with
anger,

“Good Lord!” he said hoarsely. “He
killed him 97

“Yes, sir,” said the officer. “Killing’s
not quite the word, because one shot
would have been enough to free him of
t}_le lad, and the rancher fired twice into
him. They figured, from the way the
trooper was lying and the footprints,
that he meant to finish him.”

The farmer’s face was very grim as
- he said, “They were sure it was
Witham »

“Yes” and the soldier watched him
curiously, “Anyway, they were sure of
his horse, and it was Witham’s rifle.
Another trooper mearly got him, and
he left it behind him. Tt wasn’t killing,
for the trooper don’t seem to have had
A show at all, and I'm glad to see it
makes you kind of sick. Only that one
of the troopers allows he was trailing
You at a time which shows you had no
hand in the thing, you wouldn’t be sit-
ting there smoking that cigar.”

Tt was almost a minute before Witham
could trust his voice. Then he said

?},ﬁ‘;ly’ “And what do they want me

“I guess they don’t quite' know
‘\‘vhet'her they do or not,” said the officer.
They crawl slow in Canada. In the
meanwhile thev wanted to know where
you were, so they could take out papers
lf‘?nythmag: turned up against you.”
“And Witham ?” said the farmer.
% Got_ away with a trooper close be-
h}nd him, The rest of them had headed
i oft from the prairie, and he took
do the river. Went through the ice and
r%w:ned himhself, though as there was
;. lizzard Jobody auite saw the end of
t]Ijm.’and in case there was any doubt
ng ve ’got a warrant out. Farmer
‘itham’s dead, and if he isn’t he soon
Will be. for the troopers have got their
get right across the prairie, and the
danadlans' don’t fool time away as we
Tr;‘ when it comes to hangine anybody.
V%T'ta]e seems to have worried vou.”
a'lmolti?wm sat rigidly still and silent for
i St a minute. Then he rose up with
ﬁ}Xlous little shake of his shoulders.
i hnd farmer Witham’s dead. Well,
\v(II s’a’-d a -har@ life. T knew him rather
st?)r'. he said. “Thank you for the
M g'I’v:.)nb mg word this is the first
- going.”ear | it. and now it’s time T
o’:‘vl:xe oi’%cer laughed a little. “Sit right
i s ow, there’s something about
iy tal makes me like you, and as T
ik alk to the boys, Tl give you the
i lzupper we can raise in the whole
herﬁ en country, and vou ean camp
meetuntll ﬁ.o.-morrow. Tt’s an arrange-
bodn‘ t“hat will meet the views of every-
Oan};,d.because T'll know whether the
P lans want you or not in the morn-
l»ilylfhwm did not know what prompted
: © agree, but it all seemed part of
1n“;‘)’;n"p'cme that impelled him against his
e or;mg wﬂ].. and he sat still beside
yives oge while hﬁ} host  went out to
i ® r?ro;ar:h respecting supper and the
Ig 5 a]onee—fdelgh‘ He was also glad
en a fit of anger shook hi h
5 . im as he saw
szhilg 1htatd been duped by Courthorne.
% heard Shannon’s story, and, re-
e, Thlnﬂ it, conld fancy that Cour-
5 e had p'lanr.led the trooper’s destruc-
nimdwvl‘)th a devilish cunning that recog-
. iaidy what means the blame could
o e upon a guiltless man. Witham’s
s ecame mottled with grey again
i(ient?t realized that if he revealed his
o liy he had nothing but his word to
€r in proof of his innocence.
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YOU RUN

with a Lune Valley Engine in your Launch. No risk of breakdown,
no risk o' explosion—no risk whatever.

In fact the Lune Valley water tube boiler is so constructed that if
allowed to run dry and become red hot, cold water pumped into it
would not seriously harm it. Besides this, we test every Lune Valley
boiler—u :der hydraulic pressure—to stand 1,000 lbs. psr square inch.

More than 4 times ordinary working pressure.

No technical knowledge is needed to manipulate the lL.une Valley
engine, it s ingentously simple and as suitable for veal hard
work as it is for fust racing or pl asury cruising

Full-steam from all cold in 5-8 min tes. Kerosene 2€l. Se'f-c'eaning burner.
Write for our Illustrated Catalogue of Luwe valley Engines and Launches
Contra tors to the War Office, and to the (‘rown Agents for the Colonies.

LUNE YALLEY ENG. Co., Lake Side Works, Lancaster, Eng.
@
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WELL WORTH YOUR

AN OFFER CONSIDERATION

This strikingly handsome

Globe, express prepaid, duty 4 50

free, regular price $7.50 - .
Money refunded if Globe is unsatisfactory.

Probably every reader of this advertise-
ment has at some time felt the desire to
possess a good geographical globe, but the
prices have heretofore been almost prohibi-
tive. Here, however, is a globe we have
just manufactured—a globe combining reli-
ability and low cost, and one which leaves
nothing to be desired in appearance. It is
substantially mounted on a stand of oxidized
metal: the map is beautifully engraved and
printed in 10 permanent colours, and is
down to date in every particular.

The globe ball is varnished, so it may be
washed without injury; it is guaranteed to
retain its spherical shape and is equipped
with a circular hour dial, by means of which
the time of day in any part of the world
may be ascertained.

As stated above the price of the globe is
$7.50, but, in order to introduce it generally
throughout the Dominion, we are making, for
T a limited period, the remarkable inducements
Height already mentioned. We carefully pack these
19 inches globes and guarantee their safe arrival. Ts
this not an offer worthy your intelligent con-
sideration?

REMEMBER—This offer is for a limited M
period only. 'The special inducements will
be shortly withdrawn, and the regular price
charged. Hence, order one of these globes
SOON, if you would save the big discount,

Diameter
12 inches

Should you desire any other style of globe, write us for
our descriptive globe catalogue.

C. S. HAMMOND & CO., &duss Vo Yo T3X

COSGRAVESJ
Half and Half

Simply delicious — this
glorious, sparkling, family
beer. Has an irresistible
tang that aids digestion
and acts as a tonic.

At all hotels and dealers.

or a while, for now and

‘GANONGS
Al mzs’ ', . i ke

IN ANSWERING ADVERTISEMENTS PLEASE MENTION “THE CANADIAN COURIER.”



