
TuFE COURIIER.

S YLVIAS SECRET is ne of the most succesful spystances yet given ta the world, and the epy etary
has begun to replace the aid detective story; be-

cause the German spy aystem and the operations of the
secret Service in other countnies contain mare materlal
for mystery stances than anything cisc In vogue. "Sylvia's
Secret" was written before the war. It deale wlth candi-

CHAPTER I.

"Ail Change Here!"ySHlE haud ýboom cbristeiied Mar-
gareft, but iV Was felt, eveu
WbIle cie was a chili, that
the name did mot reallY fit
ber.

VerY few peuple wbo know Miss1
Mawgaret Willoughby et ail weIî ad-
dmec ber bfy lier baptismal appella-
tion; tbey iuvarlablY cailed lier Peggy
-whieh at once malles It plain to auy
discermiflg person tbat cie, was pos8-
sessed of a gay' and frieuily disposI-
tion, that she, was popular, and di
not bslong VtO the order of beinga9 to
wioni "prunles aui pracuis" are as
thé lireatb Of 111e.

lier mother, indeed, cometimes-'
spokRe of lier as Margaret, but that
wac» only on occasionsa of ceremoflY
lier fatlier, Colonel Willoughby, a re-
tlrd Ceaary offîcer, called ber

11e10li waa ca Anglo-Ifldianf, "Nith
a maturaI weakuess for Vega," as she
once sauelly told hlm.

TueB youmg lady was twemty-ýftve
years et age, and of course bad been

"t"for sore Uirne. A yonngel ais-
tmMsg1'Y Wu aorrîed, but Poggy

wuc net aeui engauged. Yet aile wae
the more- attractive Of taie two.

peggy was a faIr girl, coinewhIat
abave the mediumi hight cf wumefl-
Hou f eauuree wore rather 1frmegibT,
but aile bad fine gr,.ey-blue eyes, the

moist ýbeauttfU Color in Vile world, a
charrîflg 11guMe aund the prettst
sud mSot deUghlttul mnuners. She

bai a lovely, yolce, aud a trieR of
speechtiet wsas fasclustlag. nier ai-
n*uie]ng were legiOun-which perbaps

wasl. Why chie bcd not given bher b.oauit

te aryoe ouf tlean; Ît certainly '%a."
nat tileir fault, for ýtbey baid trled
,thMiT aiarickt.

It xnay as wll be a.dmltted liat sbe
wac, a bit of a flirt (wus there ever a

Peggy Who ac'>,but la an open'

caid inniocent fashIon. Fior thbe mMt
part iler youug mon were, la thé slang
ofthVe day, "boys" 9,t one or other 01
thme 'Veurctled or lu lhe arlly; as
umiglat be expectued the WIlloiiglbys'
$et wa a .mY $et. ler beys wcre
devoted Vo ber, and fetcibed and car-
rled for ber wlti rlgilt goud WlU; they
took her te thitreS and dancfO and
WherevOr Il pleasod her Vo g0, with au

oaer OniPti1ofl amongat tiieml-
cevafor lier faveur. And, If lu1 re-

Vun aime Only gave tiheni aMileas ani
tibaliR and the sight. or ber evîdent
ploasure, sbe had a wDly 'or makliig
them tbliRk lhey wore well rePald.

The truti was, Peggy liai a' vrTy
gond timne, andi eujoyed it to the fuIl
-But bath ber miotiber, wbeo potidered

thbe nI[attel' sriousIy, sud iler f atlier,
-wbo thoughl o! It Ies urgeiiigy, being

net spcmally dýealir1oils iu bis secret

su te part 'Witi bic Peg9 cooner tibsuI

eachi oalh0? that 1V was timae she asa-
i'ied. Thie Colo~nel, however, woule e

markle i~ i!eapoogoiC~iW,"Girls
donIt naa¶ry SO EarluY IOWaday5."

rilortnae -peelltiosbai ma-

terillyredmed he ouel'c lucome,

and itae Willougu*ys were noV well off

for thelr fçfliO]ý; th onson, wbo

oupfli'~ îenulggeintlemlianl isO a
year or twO 0g they iBidmvoifra
a fashiO-lahIe part or London te oune

Of fts western Sllilurbc, St. Mitouu's

raîrk, t~he main ad beBt reSid8OUVl
street of shikhi Je t. Aênte31's Avenue.

nol lorget him, Hie pointed out that

bise houee ýw e no great dlet*,ie frOmx

tions in England and Germany that led Up ta the war. Ut
le a first-class detective stary with ail the elements of mys-
tery, suspense, surprise, climax and interesting human peo-
ple. It is also a stary written in goad form. The authar
spent years as professor of English literature in Manitaba;
but he did flot forget the aid adage that Ilterature le life."
"Sylvia's Secret" la a story with a grip.

St. Amton's Park station on the North
London Radlway, amd that thatstation
wos easiy reacie-d f rom. Earl'c Court
ou the Underground. And bis frlends
di not forget hlm. -ls modest home
was the scolie of many hiappy little
gatilerings, partloularly of people cou-
nected with tihe service. Thougb
Peggy -was often out for the evenlng,
she had, neu doulbit, a good deai to do
with the success of tiiese affaira.

On aSaturday eveung In the uaid-
d-ie of Jamuary there was one of
these pleasant reounioma; two or three
mon anmd their 'wives lad ibeom lmvited,
white others hadI dropped In, sure of
,a welIcome. Colonel aud Mrs. WIl-
lougbiby, wltb ton of their frieuide,
niade up three tables at bridge, whlcb
tbey played for cmnail stakes but wt
Reen enjoyuient. Peggy and two
guests did. net play, foir a "fourth"'
was not te ibe fouund, lu spîte Of ber
efforts. She ba" telephuned lu vain.

peggy bai expected that Captain
HollaudEor, a mon whom aie lked
very annel, would have, put In an ap-
peairafloe, but. sain lad ruing up bis
anumber, w1thout response; be fDne
ciuently turned up, wlieu hie was 1la
Vown, on Sa.turday ev«oungs; aiýhe came
ta the conclusion that lie inust h "off
comeowore," uoshae pbrosed It Inde-
ilnltely te borseif, sud dlsmlssed hlm
fron lier mind.

In aky case aile was quite content,
foer of- the two mon whom fate, ais re-
presonted by "-outtlng out," bai beft
,for ber te entertain, or rather to en-
tertailn ber, one was Maxwell Hiamil-
ton, and tbe otiler Villiers Chase, tile
boetber of &n olA sebool f riend of
berm. Chase wua well over tbIrty, and
cie tilouglit hM a trille dIl., but'ce
Rnew, tint hoe worgbipped ber and
eb»erlld a hope-less passion. She al-
waye wcus lind te hlm. She sa1so
knew, as -women Ruow these thinga,
that Maxwell Hamilton, wbom every-
body 0aiedý Maxjoat as everybody
called begr peggy, wus deeply In love
w4tb lier.

P all ber admirera Peggy llked
F1 im tbe most, :but ber boart
liai uot reall1Y boom touch-

ed - as was sblowu ber Iby
ber thinklng sometImes that she
preferred Hollander te hlm. Hel-
bonder bcd wiat la termedl-a magTnetlc
personmlty and a certain distinction;
he was handsome and good-looklng,
but lie wu a fair man, and sile had
a fair woman' s Instinctive prediec-
tion for dark moin. StIll che tbougbt
hlm, lnterestng, and feit ithere waa
souaething subtie. couiething ch. eould
not expilain about him. lie waa lu a
dlfferent clasm f rom lier "boya."

,Sc, toe, was Max Hamilton. lie
was intereFitlng uindoubtedly. Just
turued thfrty, lie bad already made a
mark amoug meu, andhlad a 11fs e dry
behli h1m wlhich i mpreSsod ber Ian-
agiýnation. As a subalteru lie bai gone
tilrough Vile SOutb. African War wIth
boueur,' but with no more than tibat te
whLIc ioedre<ls of other youung offi-
cers were entiled. Aftier the strug-
gle wias aver, lie resig-ned froni the
army, feeling tibat bis career ýdid not
lie In soldiriur, but ho wrote Vihe
best book ou the War, aud soeu after
its publication bis way was imade plain
liefoüre hlm, lie was iuylted to joia
thue staff of "The lIay," itie most
w!deuyýee.d of aIl Engllsh journals.

lie speedily jusVifici hie appoint-
ment. As 'what Amercasa cail the
,,staÈ, Spoolil Correspondent of that
paper, aie bad doue some WDnderful
tuings-t&ngs of whlcli editors said
newspaper men spoke wltb adira-
tion and respect, turlbutes net emEIy
gainued lu wbat las perlions thme mnouat
dllffioult fteld of huanu eudeavauur.
The public, lueldding Peggy Willough-

tbIngs. lier fatiier sald Max was a
âne fellow, as bis -father's son was
bound to be, for was there ever a fluer
fellew itbat Major Hlamilton? ?But
Colonel Willoughby regretted tliat
Max had left the aruy.

Peggy had known him for several
years--it may bave been that this
fact was agalnst hlm so f ar as ber
falling in love wlth him was con-
cerned; -sure it is that sbe was fot lu
love wltb hlm that evening. Shýe
knew lhe was -a suc cessfai man, and
lilve iosit women she wanted succeass
in the main for whom fibe wouid care.
Risa appearaince certainiy was flot
against hlm, for lie was tall, dark anmd
-striklang-lookimg-rather tlian good-
looking; perbaps It was that lie liad
b.eautifiul eyies under blacki brows set
in an otherwlse plain face wbich was
apt to lie serions and sometimes even
stem.i Hie and Peggy were excellent
friends; witli all bis soul be, wished
that Petggy'e frlensblp would lie
.tranmuted into love, sucli passionate
love as lie fieit for ber, but ho w"a
amutely coeislous that f riendstip,
was ail Mhe gave him, anid lie louged
fo~r ever -se aucli more thaan that!

Peggy was well awaxe of wbat Wue
pasng lu bis mind with respect tO
hersejjf, and she thouglit of it with a
sort of pensve amusemnent. She haïd
never -been in aove; ebe bad "Ineyer
been awept off ber fee. 'by a man," as
she pbrased ît, but shie aïd seeu thls
amazlng, yet quVe common thlng lu
Vthe case of other girls; cihe had ýseen
It wlth wonder not umtluged wlih envy
in the oce of ber sîs>teir, Mary, Who
had made' a "love match," aud whces
hapiless was patent to everybody.

",Perbcps it e,"1 ýshe somuetImes seld
ýto berself, qthat I arn not bhult that
way."p

Wheu Peggy, Max and Villiers
Choue wer-e sltting tiogetlier at one
end of Mie drawing-room, chattlug l11
lew voices se as not to disturb the
bridge ployeïrs, che undorst»O-d pet-
fectly that Max wlshed the oth»r mun
«DnyWbEre else lu the WOrld. But fhe
seemed eveely Ignorant of it end
thougliabe Ilked Max much more thon
VIIIIers alie duld not like wlm to snob,
au extent as to make it urnnletakeallY
plain Vo the latter that she would pyre-
fer bis room. te bis oompany. To 'dO
so, would, as matters stooid, bave licou
unpleasout o, bier, pailuful to hlm.

It was a few minutesl punt eleven
oeloek when Max aroste f rom bis
chair, and saMl be must catch the
11.24 from St. Antons Pawk station
for Erlc Cort-Vile at train that

"4YOu baven't mucli Ume," eaid Vil-
lIens gle.ncing at a dlock nieaa' them.
"A ibame ton mIDute."

qI fancy Fmi Just do ît', repîled

"YOn maiy bave te run for it," esaid
peggy emiling, adlUng, "'TIl saygood-
bye for yon te father and mothe*r-
that wll cave yOn a minute Or two."

"Tbank you," said Max, ana Peggy
walked wlth hlm laite the ba8,l where
lie p-ut on~ blé Ov«rcat.

1WIiei caia 1 Bose yOn agali,
Peggy?" houeaked.

",COie wh!en ySn liRe, Max,- 61e, Te-
sp>nded; "*ySn imOw wue are aliwaY8
g-ad to see you."

"'«We,"', ho said, with a Went note
of reproacb. Me looked Jnte ber eyes,
but the(Y ehonO wlVui zjotbng more
tbon sheer frediness, and ou ber

fac wua carilig epressinýbut
tbe 'wasc notiling spîeclcl, nothlng
indivIdud for hlm. iZ Jt. Hoe sigied,
and turned away

",Yon will lace your train pinles yOU
burrY,» sie reiinde-d h1m' Wlih a

glance at a ln.y watc.h she gre In a

,dy 1oberV- machyctNý


