
Winnipeg, December, 1913.

Could this pousibly be'Çhrietmastide, 1
asked Frits. AUl about us Iay the forest
primeval, reluwin.How could
It baChr*tmtime when for miles up and
down this Coat the fiords and inlets were
inbabitod by people that, i their native
"tte, knew not a God, neither the truc

od of thewhite man nor the Manitou of
the Red Indian. These brown-faced semi-
Oriental people have-no God.

Frits and I walked on, peut the big
rambling Potlatcbhflouse. The lad's
bright eye noted ~ dried salmon s*in-
ing in tbe wind, e 1big tub of Dvi1-6sih
(giant aquid) tùit les neer the door, the
great. heap of frhI gatbcred clama and
cockles and muel upon the sand-
"Hys luktauck, he called to me-
thia translated frm
the (,oest Chinook
the modern jargon of
these people, meant
-eig feed". I nod-
dd lbick. 1 bad heard
tbre was going tobe
a femt that night-
app ropriately on
Christmas Eve-but
ýof the glad Christmas

sson they had no
knowledge. . ; A
sudden thougbt crossed
m v mind-how sur-
prioed these people
irould b. at a Crs-
amutree

This ides reeurred to me at each step
over the yielding sand. Ahead of us lay
the littie village, a-nere cluster of beacb-
eombed cabins-the barvest of the sea,
gleaxaed from fiotsam sud jetsam. Some
from the white man's mille, sume from the
tide, sume from the cedar troci form or

bshakes'for the roofs--ail copies of white
man's work.

s.we approached we found tbe littie
one intent on a game of-weil wc would
caflit "Duck-on-te-Rock"--tbey had a
funny. name for it i.tbe Chinook -
reme4mber tbh*lngagsl a manufactured
one, from Kwakitrl, Fech, Englisb sud
S an âli--"Hant-mit-lite-stone" they oeil-

it. .- ýAnyhow , away fiew rock sud
ddèk 'ad boys sund ail upon our approacb,
as'they secm araid of unkno-n wbitemen.
Howcver, their curiosity made thcm rcturn
and'Frits suo had them looking througb
the. marne glass and into the lena of the
big camera. I snapped tbem when they
woe running. Stili that thought held
sway-.Whàt would tbcy think of a Christ-
m'; i; c?

Thecaptain -and mate of the littie vessel
I bail bired to transport me along thie rude
Coast came rolling along just then sud 1
Put tbe-question to him. It alwaya takcs
tirne tbget su idea, tbrougb the beadpiecc
of the Capta n-af ter a few footahiftiggs
and trouser hoistings and tbc installation
()f new cud of tobacco he broke forth with

h;o; e le alwaysso garrulous.
-We bave an axe, U suggested. "'There

is also a store up the inlet andwe have a
liffIe fflthylucre.

Another "koed " and tbe mate almost
rloke-so I considered things looked
f:txoYab!e. el an going back te se
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Kwulh,'" I cafed to Frits. "MPease wait
ber for me." The old man, although a
native, is susceptible to bribcry, so ini a
way untold I maliaged to get him to feu i
with my idea, and he rented methePot-
latch bouse, féast sud ail. I hurried back
to the Captain and in a few words told him
of my plans, gave him -full and copious
instructions-he almoet spoke once'-tbe
lest I saw of hhm and the mate they were
ambling down the-shore laden with axe and
roPpule nsd saw-in fact thewrc

alothurryng.
Frits threw on the pwrh the "Terra

Nova"-ber cnemieà cal ber the "Turn
Over," but ahe never did-at least not
whlle we were on fier, sud off we sped for
the littie store on the blet. Now, Mr.
Storekeeper had not what you megt eil a
Cbristmas stock-mi fact he, had leme
Cbrstmas goode tban I ever saw gatbered
under one roof. I first of ail learned tbe
number of childrw n d adulte in th~e
"illahic-as tbey caU tbeirfihg laes
Thirty souls ail to!d. Als they badl
invitations out for the feast to another
score or su, so say we bad aixty îWe to
becomne our involuntary gueste.

Now 1 admit eartbenware bowls and
candies sud sugar sud rite are not just tbe
very llrst thingB I would select for a
Christmas tree, but 14r. Storekeeper was
su entbu»ii that hé had tbese out sud
donc up in ajiffy--my bhow faut this
scotcbrn could part wi;k bis own wares.
Frits found aomne silk haudkcerchiefs, su,
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wefrd, su insancly cofewed that we feit su
rapology was nsBr to our guesta if w.

gave hem.Bap f four are fot, just
glitt4erg trec ornament-but these paper
bags were well ornamcnted witb tbe name
of tbe miller i-various colors. Soap-it
does not "appeal t6 me au Christmawy
enoug-but tbe man works faut sud it ïs
papered cre I could venture my weak
objection. Nails-Now, Fritz, we must
inist-too late-tbe man, bU tbcm
lundled. W. bought a little of everything
from candy to sucks, bairoil to canned
pcaces--sud by gr a o luck we found
a lot of clippinmp f i sorts of cokred
papcr in a paoking case in the warehou-
tbere were just fourteen toys-they were
su faded sud decrepit-bcoking tbat M1y
heert almoet failed-but tbe man's nlxnb e
fingers did not-be evidently looked on me
assume insane person-perfectly barmlese,
that had to be bumored. W. "put-ut
puttered" out of the littie InkEt witha
goodly part of bis stock aboard.

When we arrived at the Potlatch House
there waseno sign of any cbange i the
interior, su we cacbed tbe goode on one of
the wooden platforme that surroundcd the
eartben firehole in the centre of the huge
room and off we set for the boat again.
Le, the Captain has a noblediea, theI Mate
is almost eloquent ini hie nodes ad sbrug-
gingsansd coughs, sud I jovfully agre-a
ittle case is luged o ut of theaboat and off

roll'the two sailor men towad the big
cedar bouse once more.

AI durng that bright. December day

hgh-Proe canoes arrived, and were
ancboedia littie inlet neer the PotlatchHo s 4 Acent men of the tribe andtir'"Kloocinen" .srrivd sdiiently, 1
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