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late next dey which hae ould tiks to
mako proper through connections, ho
put off making final arrangements until
morn ing.

A boy entered the rotundia hawking an
early edition of the afternoon papor
just off the press. Morris bought on%,
esat down to rend.
"Russians Vacate Warsaw."1 "Three

Britishi Steamers Sunk." "Canadian
Casualties Over oeen Thousoend."

These and other gliaring headlines met
his gaze. With a sbrange feeling of sad-
neas Morris presently laid down his
paper, staring thougihtfully out info
the street. Certai-nly things were not
going a'ny tSo well. Of course, the
Allies ivould win in the end. But the
Empire was going to need aIl her'meh
and resources to win; and, after aIl, it
Nvas upon Britain that success really de-
pended. Again Morris pie 'ked up the
paper, this timo Vo ses how the local
"Machine Gun Fund" was eoming along.
A local palper had started it «. few days
back, and Morris daily watehied with
interest the differenit naines and the sums
they donated. Mouey seemed to come ini
awfully slow, he thoughf-and it took
only $850 per gun! To -his wy of
thinking the money should have been
oversubscribed long ago to buy the guina
asked for.

Presently lis laid the paper down,
went ont ento the street. Deep in
thouglit ho turned off the busy thorougli-
fere upon whioh his hotel fiaied, passed
on toward the residenfial section. The
now familiar, many roaring enunds of
traffic grew fainter éas lie passed M'ong
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line of marehing, bro wn suited men.
Almost opposite hirn le hêard the

commanding officer give theorcder Ibo
"faîl-out." The 6traight, stiffly mov-
ing line became al'in a'.second a form-
less medley of figures, some sittàing
some standing at ease. Presently, froin
ail sides, Morris saw the women of a
hundred households coming forweerd.
They carried fin buckete, pitchers, glas-
ses, -cups, pots, every kind of utensil
that would hold eooling drink. They
had ibeen watiching for the soldiers' re-
turn, knowing the half traiined recruits
would ho hot and hirsty after their
ardîuous ten mile march under br'oiling
summer isun. The soldiers nuirohed
homeward this w.ay every day, alwrwys
stoplling ait this corner for w nrinute's
reet bef orscoentinuing their walk to
quarterts. Coming te know it, the
woînwen had made preparaition-now
served an endiless.assortment of bever-
ages, var ied eo>oling concoctions prepairod
wifh loving thoug'htfultness and soare.

Morris wafohed it all un wonéering
interest. These swsating, dusty men
were preparing to do their bit, and
these women, in their humble way,
were, doing theirs. Yes; if was a
national thing ! Everyone was dtiing
something! Again came -over him a
âtrange feeling of alienuism.

Suddenly lie cauglit his breath shaTp-
ly. "'No! No! God, ohe couldntdo that! " A
lonely cabin loomed up, gaunt and bare
among close stan&ing spruce, l'orbi&i
ding, ever dark a.nd gloomy with biang-
ing shade. Again the main saw swaying
deor, heard cireak of its leather hunges,

A Street in Bapaume, aftcr the Bornbardment

neatly boulevarded walks and quieter
streets unnia.rred. by street catr tracku.

Soon, wiith the dying of the traffic's
roar, lie homime consgeious of new
moundis &round himi-wonîcn with hbes
in arms and carnages went by, cqhat-
ting gruavely; fofs, varying front two fo
five yo'ars of age, played on ia¶nsit and
in ýfront.of Many doors, the aiýr filled
with 'their callings, the noisy cheerful-
ness of youth. Young boys ;and girls
in the ispringtime of life cauglit his eo
as they hîîrried alonig with firm, unb-
vearied fread of those within Whomn
thei- ferment of luife is still fresh and
vigoous, untouchied as yet by rot of
coming age.

Yes ; it wau.s lhere-life ; aIl aroiind
Miin ivas life, souneie nw buclding, somel
partly niattired, if passed in review ho-
fore him. Oiame nwinory of rceeîîfly
road heading: "Canadiýan Casualties
Over 'l'en Tliousand," WVlat a fun-ny
old mevrry-go-round life was ; hîîtndreds,
thouqands, yes, millions of men Nvere
dyýitig,; and yet, ever Inoviîg oit was lufe,
impltabhle life, irresu4istible li fi, know-
ing no restrainit. And I*that tîteseq yoing
lives mioAt oO n, iirlit mature to l:ivc
in fiappitiess and freedom, other inen.
wvere dying therv across the w'atcr. W'ell,
that t oo w-as life--men dîicd that meni.
might live.

Suîddenly Morris stoppcd. He led
gonie far out, almnost to tlic outskirts of
the f ow-n. Front ahead, beyond tlic
subîirbs and comting towards the city,
soundei mîi.sic. "O.li!" hlie arl a ut
miotherly woman cry from h ler ~fp
"tule soldiei's are coming." 4

The mnîsie tlrew% nearer. Aroiind a
bend -of tlhc street Morris saw flic first
of the biatbilion fflnW into view. Tlien
imor-e and niore, a lonig, slowlv movîng

mournful sound against ths stillness of
the wildprness.

Yet tiiat new corne thouglit persist-
ed. Cold 6weat stood out upon his
brow, furrowed in expression of almost
pain. A long ivhile he stood the fighit
naging within. At last, aftcr perliaps
flîrce long dragging minutes his face
cleared. Ho drove uight hand vigor-
ously àito open palm of 'bf t, as if
thicb-y dlinclring some bargain withî
himself.

An hour later, Jack Laurison, finan-
cial editor in tharge of the Northltown
Dail.v Jornal's "MlaIhîne Geun Fund,"
looked up inqiiingly at a tan faced
inan moving slowly into -the iroom, with
odd, tifubating gait of one whose feet
or foot lias heen deformed. Reachîng
the edge of the éditor's desk the stran-
ger hialted, fu'mbled a moment in inside
po)eket, bringing forth an oblong bit of
yellow paper. Gravely, in silence, lie
hiaildcd it over.

Launrison -a"etd it carelessly
thii, as lie read, became all attention.
"%Xlat's this for?"'' it' askM woiîdcningl v,
tuînviig a kctiî, searcrliing- look upon flc
fae c f tVite man ht'fore hiiiî.

"Tliat?-Wýliy it's a' check for fwenitv-
five, Ilnîndrt'd and fifty dollars to liiv
inachitie gins,''-thc(n, miore slowv1v, il
most niyivlv-"it's for flit av -~l
011e inîst do ýthoir if-this ismi.

AhýIritlv -Morris turiîed a. As
h(, d id -,;> carne rcgrctfuli ncrnorv c f
liaviîîg ýleft flhc cabiiî door openi. Well,
after aIl, it did not matter; there Nvas
no euew withîin fi ihiindred( miles to >t c;il
wbit atIitt le fie liad let. Besirles Iev
stiii bad hvc hun1dred i <iilrs: it wil

gri.faelim for iaîiýt li( e ir.
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