" am ,erygdlﬁ'erently itnated fro

CONVEYANCE OF MAILS- (NORTH AMERIC: \) o v.-v;g;

penaltles ‘which neverthcle& they are prepmed to. enforce In. aIl cases Where tl: el ST

* default has arisen from the neglect or mismanagement of the contractors. . .
‘My Lords have no objectxons to offer to the suggestions of the Po«tmaster Y

‘General asto makmo- the contractors Tesponsible for: the safe cu<todv‘of the mall.; 3

bags, or for requiring provision to be made for sorting letters on board, but this

must be a subJect ‘of negotiation with the contractor, who cannot be e\pected to

give up a portion of the ‘space allotted  to passengers mthout =ome compen@atlon .

‘ for the loss which it mmht entatl upon lum- ‘
: o T am &c. o '

“_(signed) W G. Romame.

S OImard Esq., to the Secretm-y to the- Treasury

“Sir, ‘ ~ Bush Hill, Edmonton, 7 Januarv 1858
I BEG to enclose the Report of the Postmaster General  of the United States |
bv which it will appear that our mail pad\ets carried during the last Year between
this country and the United States, a Yery much greater m:mbcr of letters and
new cpapers than all the Amencan mail packets torrether viz.—

: Letters \’empapers.
By the Cunard maxl packets S - 2658343 - 2,143,423
By the American mail packets - . 1,..;20 7337 - 1 178 629

The Postmaﬁter General further reports as follows : B \earlv two-thirds of tbe' ‘
transatlantic mails have been conveyed by the Cunard line, 'md nearly’ four—ﬁfths‘
of the postage goes to ‘the British Government, saying nothing of the still greater -

‘proportion it receives on mails so conveyed for: countnes bevond England. ” The
American packets are frequently withdrawn during ‘the: stormy W cather ‘in-the

' winter, when there is great: wear and tear ‘and 'little  traffic. The last American
packet departed from leerpool on.the 23d De(-ember, the ‘next ‘is advertised in

the Post Oﬂice hst for the 3d Febmary., there is nerther f'rewht nor- pascentrers &t o

present 2
If we were to follow thls men'uhr syqtem, what Would become of the Jmporta.nt |
cor.respondence between the two countries 2
For 18 years we have never in any one instance ﬁuled to- depart with the mzuls
at the' appumted time; no description ‘of weather has -delayed - the sailing " for 4 .
single hour;.it is th1s rewulzmtv that lias brought the great portion of : the letters
“to our packets, and 1 thmk should " entitle us .to -the continued protoctmn and -
support of the Government. -For several months past ‘we have ‘not Teceived as
much money for freight and passage as would pay for the ¢oals consumed; but we -
“have:not hesitated to do our duty, nor have we asked for any’ remission of’ the :
‘ servxce in. consequence of bad weather. or. want of freight.or passenrrers. SEREATIE
*Tt.will be seen by the ‘Postmaster General’s Report ‘that the: Americans: are

ew:tendmrr the1r mail service over alimost:every: mmgable part of the' World ~’"md,-: L

will; in'many p]ace “have the entire monopo]y ‘Tiey would have had it “on “the
A Aﬂantlc long: smce, if I had not, a.t‘«rreat nsk 'md d'mger, :

2 Mhave o compent n

take/y 'up the :‘ decided - -



