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, was sworn of the privy councxl November 7, 1813 a,nd 'was secretary of state ﬁ-om tha,t date -
= " until appomted speaker of the senate 'January 9,1874. Durmg the illness of Licut.-Governor’
Crawford, he was appointed administrator of the government of Ontario, May, 1875, but was
not sworn in on “account. of the death of that officer. o
He isa member of the Presbyterla.n chuth a.nd a hxgh—toned chnstlan gentleman

HON« WI_LLI_AM H. MERRITT
© L sT -4 THARINES. -
BIOGRAPHY of William Ha,mllton Merritt, of more than fourthundred pages has beér

published by his eldest son living,J. P. Merntt therefore we. propose to give only a o

brxef sketch of his’life in tlns work—bnefer than would otherwise seem to answer our purpose.

" Hxs father, Thomas Merritt, a Loyahst of the revolutionary time, and & comet in the regiment L

* known as Simcoe’s Queens Rangers,” married Mary Hamllton, of South Carolina, left the-:
United States with other Royahsts for New Brunswick in 1783 ; removed to Canada in .-
1793, and it ‘wag-while on this journey that our sub_]ect was born. in the State -of New York,
on the 3rd of July 1793. The family settled on the Twelve-mile Creek, in the old Nia-
gara District.  Here the boy, then three yea.rs old, grew to ma.nhood -and made h1s hxstory .
He commenced hls education under Mr Cockerell at Burlmgton now Ha.mllton, contmumg hlB '
studles at Niagara, and received a shght “classical polishing at the hands of Rev. John Burns.
- At fifteen years. of age he visited St. J ohn, N. B, where he had rela.tlves, and where he studled ’
surveying, a.lgebra,, tngonometry and other. useful branches,  — L
" In June, 1812 , when the United States decxared war ao'a.mst Grea.t Bntam he 1mmed1ately
_drew his sword having just recelved a LEutenants commission. Three months’ later he was a
* Major; and, at the battle of Queenston eights, Qctober 13, 1812 holding the posmon of com--
mander of militia cavalry of Upper Canada he was deputed by Gen. Sheafe to_ receive the
swords of the American officers: captured. He was in other eno'agements, mcludmo those at
Stony Creek and Lundy s Lane,and during the latter en gagement was taken pnsoner
. At the close of the war Mr. Merritt returned to St. Catbarines; went mto the commercml
trade in.company with another man, and continued in trade until 1819, _ -
' In 1818 he had. a survey ‘made of the land from the south branch. of the Twelve—mlle
Creek, now Allanburgh, due south two miles to the Chlppawa in order to see if it wa.s fea.snble :
to supply his mill by means of a canal with & full supply of water from the latter stream -This .
: apparently tmﬁml= undertaking, finally suggested to Mr. Memtt the more gigantic enterpnse of
connecting the waters of Lake Erie and Lake Ontario, by means of a ca.na.l. This grand idea—
the, Welland canal, which he concelved was commenced in November, 1874- and completed in




