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CURRENT EVENTS.

Despite the war and>,turmoil of the present day
the- cause of internatiosial arbitration continues to

gain ground. The nations that are now agreed to

subrnit their disputes ta arbitration are Britain and

France, Britain and Italy, France and Italy, anti a.

treaty just announced between France and Spain.

Belgium and the Netherlands are understood to la

arranging similar treaties with Britain. France and

Italy and Spain and Portugal have corne to a like

understanding with Britain and eacb other. Lt seemas

quite probable also, that Britain aànd France wili

soon enter into treaties of arbitration wqth the

U.nited States.
. Th wa in he ast s i prores. Rtssi an

Japani are in deadly conflict. As news is being sup-

*pressed by bath sides it is impossible at the momxent

ta- give an accurate idea of the. situation.'* JaPan's

masterly initial stroke at Port Arthur, followedý Up

by other deeds of daring, has cripple h usa

fleet and given the conmmand of the seu to the islanti

nation. This allows bier to mave bier transports at

%411 ana large bodies of bier troopa arc now at Seaul

and other points in Korea. Here they, havý, the

advantage ,of being amOng. friends, as Japaa# and

Kôrea have completed a treaty, by whicb the >atter

places herseif practically in the bands of the .4mr

a .nd Japa n guarantees the independence. andi terri-

torial integrity of Koreaý Acting upon1 this &esty,
the Korean gavernment -is said to have Ordereti itff

traops into the field ta tbe support of Japam . 'l'h

standing army of -Korea'ýcansigts Of seventeen thOU-
sand men, with Eurapean metbads, baving been

drilled by Russian Offices. It is the uncertaiflty as

tu the ultimate -dispositioni of *Korea which bas led

to the present strife. At the close of the war betwe en

Japan. and China, the latter agreed that Japan sholt

oCcupy Port Arthur. To this Russia objecte&, anti

she succeeded in gettini other powers ta join her li

the protest Sa that Japail was forced ta give up this

sri g strategic. point. Almast -inunediatelY Russia

got possession of the place and proceeded afatf

it. This witb bier persistent contmnuedl occupation"

of Manchuria in spite of ail promises ta retire there-

frorn,.led Japan ta fear bier encraacmnt on Korea;

and the occupation Of this peninsula by a hostile

power would threateii tbe national ecistenCe Of
Japan. As in the case of the China-JaPïaie W8f,

the scene of land o1peràtiails betweeit the present

apposing farces will '3e the nortbern part 0f Kores

Just wbat strength tbe active support Of Kore wilI

yîeld ta Japan is, problemlatical, albough the f rienti-

1 j feeling af the inhabitants, bathi there anti tbrough

MJanchuria, will mnake the way behind the advancing

a
c,

e

apanese comparativelY safe, while the Ruasians wil
Sobliged ini ail their eperafions to lhave stronç

tiards along their route, to prtect theru frSm an
nfriendly citizenship. TheKral i Men titnes

ire a- goad account of theniselves i warfare, but
re now describeti as the miost genie lasnb-4ike-
rmatures, andi essedtially a nation of repose. Whetr
r the present situation, where tyseefn to la dis-
osed ta sgit, tie purpseof tii egbrwi
nf use into, thena an- ntional ife anà em'ergy
mtains tu lie, msit ihemtrenkt -othae coc& i

aid to lie p on;eal H. wli ary a bale et

pods 'of f l r hundreti*" pon i igh fr niles ant
a really the boast of btirden of the country, as timere
ire. fe C&it ant Ie ai i~ rte n lth
nean=ii Qhnalisuplain -a ftuess actlvlty- Mnd
-hlnçse troops are sali ta be*no 4 iotle»ti

gancbli&!L -'M' sucoe» of Japan tliç oit 3iM

loubtless g"t an irnpueiiO on the Chusà, &Mi
itheyaf du3~d~TSO conilmi .i-

:rodmeb = awseltaicà of their 6beMé
stio of n.tslty W*y ocecv et atyq tiS
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