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CHAPTER Ill. -Tuz Eso or a Wmz.
With a hieurt fulil et bitterness andi con.

scions impotence, Arthsur Lering ros, frein
bis bod iu the middle of the nigit sud vont
eut. The. streoLs ver. silent and deserted.
Ha vaiked southward, and alan g Oxford
St and Park Lane, aad dovo lCnightsbridgo
vny, tiinking aU Lisewhite not of wiiltber
h. vas going, but wbtbor it Weuld not ho
vises' ta take himself eff thse scene at once,
by eniating as a soldios' next dayIn his uisatisÇied, and di;sfracting state
ef mid lia foîuusd Isiiself, someviat ta bis
surprise, in front cf bis uuole's bousne in
Cadgan Squae.

Arturs vas ratherasisnmed on makiug the
dlscvery, andi boat a quick retreat. On
bie wuy hack ta 'Maryehene, tie poison ai
Ralpli Loring's adylice baiga ta bave its
tuirn, as poisons bave avny et doing-it 11ev
radidiy tiirougb evory vois.

"IhLer. enly vas a chaence, aver se feint
b e e xcinimed. "Ai, but IL veult

b.<vorti Lrying fer Il"
The fates seerneti te bel viti Laring, er
gnst him, according as Yen look at it.

Sepnnoetint nlglît, h. vent out early
frnvliuHyde Park, and met Maad

Lavette having les' merning gallep. Si.
was unattcnded, sud reined np ber borne
immedliatelyohaieevhim. Hlov charmtng
elle loeked I with the. ligit ei yeutb and
benitb la ber eyes, and theis' pinkr en lier
ceckslt. And aile vas glati ta ment im,
tee, anti mande ne secret of St.

She glanceti at is face witi soine con-
cern, and, iiesitating a litI, atied: "H Iave
yen Lean Hl1 sie vo saw yen faut nigit 1"

*'Oh ne," bie anavereti laugiing, Ilnet
iii ; a littIe ill at eser perlis. 1 amn net
q'aiLo recenciled t» things as yet, I suppose.
But tint is rnotiing. Tell me, Maud, vos'.
yen offeudeti vitb me 1"

"Snrcly not-Arttur," slte replied, atiti
sgbis ame viti tie sveeteat and friend.

hleat aese im.aginabie. She contiuaed
mes', abry Mr. Longfield, I tiink,
didn'V like it; but 1 suppo,ýe you ,lau't mind
tint. Maiuma saiti nothiug at aIl. And,
Ms'. Loning, weuld yeu gsiess wlt,-t lie saitid

"I1 ateuntif Deveir gnus."
'H le Baia iL vas juat vint lie expecteil.

Tîtere. And tes' my part, Arthtur, nov Vîsat
1 kusow yen, 1 abould liii. ta knew yen hot.
tor . iV is se micen te have a cousin te taik ta
nîid go ont wil sernetîmes, and 1 hava liadt

Suce snid tItis se iauacently anil serionsly,
iliat Arthtur Laning, censcieus ot lbis ov;i
thueuightb, toIt aabaîned.

Maîu.tima anti I lunch at hlI-past aile,"
bhe 1 îroceced in theo saine wa'y : Ilnnd if

ou ineiki ti, ettil to-day, and cui crnme about
t laîlir ynii 11ligit hitucis %iih US."

-, I blil11 le kigIte, saut."

"A il Siirwu, vould you-would yen
t ai <'i si-c t ie 'l'aen et Landon on oee

il, the peîilliy Steniioats ?"
The prnoîositioil vas a litIe startliug, but

if the tliiuiig coiutil hoe carrieti ont lie veuld
go with lon tee gladly.

.".Deoe ai oi, abe coutinuait, feelitug
relief for lîaviîîg geL the expeditie» te tue
Toees off lies' mmnd, " I haro oftn tteuglut
tint if I Isad a lîrother-or a cousin," witi
ovor an fnitbtabluab attlîle peint," I 1siould
hic. flint ta Laite me aIl oves' Londons, ut
toast miecn a îvrck lu fine iventîse, on the
ouside ot uin omnibus."

''lui wouîlî Ira joiiy, Iadinit," luaseutoîl,
tvit1t cuînsiderable doubit no ta irleties' sucli
piensuire Nvas oves' £0 bc iis. "lYen liav-e a
capital view frein tIhe top et au omnibus;
and ns only Lwe eau ait on crne chair "-n
atintage te ibici hae was not eblirieus-
Ilyen are nover crtuicd. Aud it yen taie
on. of Lb. front anats, yen escape Vie te-
bacee-smoe, if thene, is aey geing."

Certain tiougts, suiggcsted by Lise confil-
iginnocence e ttis clsnniing girl, tranhlit

in. mena cf Arthuîr Laring en bis vay bnck
ta breakfast. Ho feare t v* mo nt boueur-
silo fi) lny Binge Le Lie unsusPecting citadol
of ber bout-t. But lits teinptation vas tee
groat te bie resdisted, aud once fer ait lue de-
fiantly flung ta te visdshavr'y anxious fore-
cast ofthLe result. lie ahoutl lied iL easly
onougu by-and-by-if auccessat n-te prove te
iimsi tîtat it vas is dnty te savet ion frein
tie faite et becomiag Laugliold's vite.

IlIt in men," lho baid, Ilta liai-e te resent
ta tneaocry lu getting ai lues' lisant; Lut if
aisuspectait iL nov, aIle %,ouid ho taoainrm-
eoiui tfermeogeout ]?owevr'in theenil
iL wil bo bout for bier, sud aie viii torgiye
sue.',

Dou btîas aie vonld,mnpposing ovcrything
Le turn ont as he hepeti.

Artlitir Loring dia net fai] te îîrosentlim.
soit ut huit-pasi co, sud Le vas roceived by
Mis. Laring wîti a stately countesy that
gaLber ehilicd him. Hoevers, Mauti matie

up for this, and he vas much surprisa a
euzc L*by te beneotinterestvithhioh
Mrs. Lrnapardta regard the, excur-

sion te the.Tower oi London. 8h. did not
utter a syllable, in Ibis hearing, either for or
againat aprojeet thle nature of thc ih
cartainiy Buggesto so peca obevain

mDn uriama re for yonr Snn
itme owNvthe rver?" h. aked a d

Witen site was bisttoiaing bar glovea la thse
hall betore startingThe supprcscd inteorent of bis mnnuer vas
different froit that ofthVie matter-of-tact
rep!y : IlMamma la quito satisfled ; vhy
ehouldn't b îLeI"

IlI don't knon, thougb, vint my unele
Hcfny ioud auy."

IlMr.Loring knowsa aboutit, Arthur;
I tata hm; at breakfast."

This vas another srlsfor Maud'à
vay of speaking letonfut =thnt ah.e bad
lier step-tnther's sanction. Arthur vas
mot baUf tem?>ted t onae a remark a to
Mr. Longfiold s sentiments ln relation ta the.
matter vhen lie should hear of it ; but Lie
thonght hb ad cone far .nough.

Carrying a vnrm sri on bis anrm, ia
cms it chaula b.e cold on the river, he took
bier out te Sienne Street and hnjled a han-
somn. Whobe haihad put lier ina nd
taken bis scat beside her-pnying the
design ot tho vehicla a sulent tribale
of admiration-lie pulled tii. doors ta. For
a tinie Maud snt looking straight before ber,
snyin nothing, motif be asked vint se
Wa thnking of.

.Il vas thinking, Arthur," sit. natal
"miight ve flot cerne baek on an omnibus?1"

. ertafnly, Maud, if you visii," ho an-
swered with alacrity.

They ver. Beou on the oteamboat, churs-
ing down the, river; and tiie broeze vas se
cool and strong that ho foresaw the. keeplng
of the shawl round ber pretty shouiders
wonld demand Mei constant and close atten-
tion.

There la no dossbt that Arthur Laring
mnade the, meet of bis opportunîties d.uring
tho rcmaîuuler of that week, aud laild neige
to Maud Lavelie wjth an ardeur thnt arase
net trom deliberate design, but frein an in-
terisity of love tint vas akin te wer-
ahip. lu the lire of this passion,
ted b ydaily intercourse vhicb a fe
--onLbe ide-freinreserve as thewa cernu
lensbîp of a child, bie forgot or [rtsdte
fisten ta the îvnrning thnt bad in the hegin-
ning startledlus conscience. The veek was
nil tee short for love; but vIson it came te
an end, it looked inîleed te have been too
long for prudence. Nevermrissinganchange
iii er sweet face, AÂrthur Loring wns ro-
proached by au eixpiression of trouble tint
began ta baver at times about tV girlsys

Thob tant day-the dey before h vas te
commence bis duties ndter Mr. Loaglield-
tlîoy ha gene for only a short vaik in the
Park, and liaud vas mont ef the timo very
rident. Once ho asked vbat vas the maLter:
but sue uicklybrightened up sai<l, "Notii-
n-at al" Tus vas not sat3sacîory; andif flier pensiveuess ver. due mcreýly ta tIsetermina'tion of vint might bie hiilee te an

enjoyable holiday, lie -linew lier habituai
fra.ks wcil enough ta b.e sure thaz site~vold av s.id e.But sie over referred
te iL at all,whici vas very atrange.

Two other oxplanation et ber inanner c-
cîîrred ta him, but bie darcd net mention
eitber. Shte migit be in feur cf Mr. Langifield
on secouni of the libert~y sl i ai encyd
ttoso poast fcw days, and ne doubt sebd
earned tiie man's diapieasuro, and aboutid
experience iL. Or itmightbe-ArtburLor-
ing hardly ventured to ferrm the wlid hotte
-it miglit h that, if bier eliaico wero frec,
.lto woumld not nov become Lengflcld's vif.

Il oud-bye, Maud, ho said that aveu-
ing, nf Ver taking lier home. IlI suppose
tlînt is theo riglut word nov, for! go to work
te-morrow, and Henven maya vie'n 1 hanll
mnt yen again."

Sile did itot rais. ber eyos, but quickly
answercd, " Good-bye, Arthur," and ranup
thse stairs.

Ho was standing leoklng after bier la
pained surprise, wheo Mni. Le)ring came ont
of an adjoiiîing room. IlWbere is Maud,
Mr. Loring ?" aie asked.

"Gene up-stairs. I have just sait gond-
bye ta lier.

Mrs. Lori ng lookodl at uM vltb lier cola
oyos. refiootcl a moment, and said : I
believe yeî aIre geing te the. office ta-mer-
raw, and: (hat v. alls IIceseauently net sec
yen se mutcli atter to-day. Coutl yeu spare
me a fois mtinutes baere yen go?' I

IlCcrtaiiily, Mrs Loring," ha ans;wered;
and thon ho folowcd ber te the bnck draw-
iug-ree with an unesay feeling.

Mavr.u~ng Bat deva and pointait te a
chair faciug ber, and facing thse liglit cf
a sviidov as voîl. Lorig did net fanil te
notice this, and tho cîrounistance diii mot
matan more comtertable.

Il1 suppose, Mr. Loring,"Ilsite said, comiug

te'a . en vt dfetesatstfgave hl

liq ago te .married very ooon te Mr.
Ln leld?
"I1 bave ceneluded as mach," bie anaver-

ed, tryin bis etant,vith bis aaeta tbat
blglivindev, te betray ne discompesure.

I amn glati you have knowa it, Mr. Ler-
lq. Indeeud, I tblnk Yen engbt, te have bemn
tala; but thon, it ina »smewbat embaurms-
ing tling tado all abonce, But I am gla
Yen have knova it, for your ovn sake as
vell as my ditghter'di.

Tua as pain pea nd Arthur Lar-
ing turned very red."lIamvery conaclous,ý
Mrs. Loring," bo ansvered, witb a visible
effort ta suppression, Ilthnt la my atternd
cireumetencea 1 sbould b.e a very ineliguble
mitter in assy quarter, sud I knev tâtât la
tuis es. I sboula lie a most unconifertebie
enes. May I tiieretore roquent y uta be-
havea thnt, if I bave lest evewyi lg euse in
tii. ayo etinleritance, I bave netyet, lest

rs e c inmpassive face cbaged ever
se tly un as this aeeh tn 5 ~thv

b.e au nmsrprisa perÎinp.Bn éar moe
ne aaer la vorjs, mereiy inelining lier
bond la acquiesoace.

Then tiiere vsu silence, and Loring rose.
"I preenine, Mrm Loring, the. situation is
uit cSa nov, and I may take my leave?
Imueit =n yon fer a fev very pleasant

days. Of course I mna net say tat, in the
wnlk et lite on vhich I enter te-merrovr ail
my old habita and relations et lite citon ta
aun end."

I do net know that it meed bie se, Mr'.
liin. edit my iiuaband vili atil

reoiTL tint0 yen are bis aepbev, aMd yen
vini net coes ta boa genttîsen."

I hope net,"l lie iuavered, with a langh;
"but thea elarneter et a gentleman and tIse

retounees ot a Pound a veek-vich I Bue-
pose vill about reprenent Mr. Longfield a
astiinate et my value-do met go Weal ta-
getber. But 1 de net cemplinn; 1 arn qite
rendj yand resolute ta accept the tact."'

I trustyou denotmeaafltbst--qute,"
ah. s'euarked, with more courtesy than nia-
cerity, as it cenlaily seemed ta Arthur
Lorng.

I de meau it, Mra. Lorssg," hie ansver-
ed qnickly, vitb the, bieod agmoni abis fac.
I amn tee prend togooutoefthishouawith

a conceslment. 1 love Maud vitii My viiole
bouat, and 1 neyer agai cen enter ibis
lieue for thnt smunon. There 1 do net
deceive yen, nos' bave 1 dlsbonoured myself.
Yous' daughter bas ne suspicion et my secret,
nar shah ah.ever know iLfrom me. As a
humble clerk ia ber iiusband's office, she viii
understand Lbe nnifitness et any furtiier n-
quaintance vith me."

Ms. Lering vas moved new, but Lh. in-
scrutability ot bier tac. gave ne index et tha
character of ber emetion. Loring cared tee
lUttle te give the mattes' a moment's
Lieu gît.

I" 1expecte it vould liapin" she sid
'do net know wbat mny iiu.ba expected,

or wliy he vas se wiliing te thraw yau tire
tagether. It vas a hing thnt vau surei te

"I h1ope, tien, yen do notiiold me toblame?
I have bee» benestvwith you."

'Il know there viii be sarrev eut et tItis,"
able saad vitheut ioeking up fs'em the.
carpet,- "lGeed.bye, Ms' Lering. 1 Lbink
you hadl bottes' net coma bers again, beu If
your uncle invites yen."

Arthur' Laring avept eut of the.ibos
iooking sava&C IL fisltle te say tint bits
bloed vas bohng Thes'. voe a bundreil-
and-one 'ss'ld notions dancing througb bis
bead-despernto sobsases for bleving aky-
bigb tint intamous and bourtlon plot for
tile disposai of poor, innocent Massd Lavette,
viion ie .orahi ppel; andi it vas et the
saime tima madleni and siekening that
every tteugbt of the frait hudreev L
amudedth.bow fromn the. despicable tact
of an ednpty purs. Tii. iron vent into bis
seul. It vas ne vender b. looked savage.

As h.e vent tearing along the. pavement
dova Slensa Street, fils aspect sud imputa-

avoid noticing ber atter a vile, and viien ho
saw lier going aleng at tlsat paoe, nov and
tien glancing hack ab hlm ove' bier elîapely
little sîsoulder, theifildes struck bim-did se
fnncy h. vas pursuing ber te tae ber lifse?
Ho hui ad testp aud Faugi, tic incîtement
vas se irreoistible , and tbe curions tlîîng
vas tiat the girl etappedl tee, regarded lie
doubtf ully an instant, nnd thon laughed litre.
vise. It vas altogether a comedy ef the
pavement.

She valted for him white ho apprenched,
and fer bis lit, ho coula net tbink vhat it
ail ment. As thoera vas ne deubt tint site
vas valting for Min, b. balted whe» h. came
ujP vith lien, leoking inte lier very %vinsiome
init and white tace witl consîderable sur-

prise anin ternse

"Iv s. oli,"asld bvs
fyou'd enta Ibedyvhena body Vants tO

spenk te Yen."
"I'm nota cennibul, yet," ho assvered

jeisling in the lau#b ; 1 but iU I vas, uovouldi.e a very dninty body to catchd ad-

lie reco nd the. girl nov, tlsonu lie
Wus oenl auUy mm ber once or tie st

bis uacie's bous. Si. vsu Manda maid;
silud e ours. Arthur beadmet aone atten-
tive and latoeuted, and walked on vith
bier. Equahly et course b. .zpeetsd tliat the.
girl vanst ta spudsk te hlm oacomng ber
miatrees ; but ta ita groat a . b. dis-
cavereti proesstly tIsai mii. hb2 nnsuc in-
tention. 8h. vanteti ta talli te iim abous
heastait, sud about bersei toc, ta thb. mont
intersisg relation, vhich a gir1 caa have.
After à gondi del cf lt md giggliag,
h. lsarnet ai Kitty-wic vas bier marne
-msprivatlyengagedtcayoung mas, Who
vwu pressing on the propriety et this mas'
rying withont farties delay. Iatsrrogated
s. ta tie Young~ mmn s marne mdi prospeei.
XLtty oes oe,abyly, tint bis mamie vs.
"Jack "--Jack Homa'y, anti thnt by proe-

fession bo vas a. clark. The Dme sdtreck
Loriag a one tint hoai .eiard batèe, but
lie could not reeileot vier., inaW tlis girl
gave bim the unciortable informantion tint
Mrs. Horaby vas a cles'k in Ms'. Langfld's
office, KIit herself baing obtinsd the. de-
sirable post for bier lover througb tb. trientd-
mhîp of ber mistress.

Arthur Loring rouugly hundîcl lbis tdci-
escent mousstache for a minute. Did Kitty
kaev thatýhes'laver vasnov under "sotie,"
in order te maire way for hlm, Mr. Arthuer
Loring ? Tiie tbougbi vms bitterly humiliat-
ing tahim;, until it occurred te hlm tint
perbaps anothes' arrangement miglut bave
been made at dIis Annuitanta' office during
the. puat veek.

"lWall, nov," saidÂArthiur Loringby-aed-
by, vîtes they b.d become confidentiel on
the subject sud ver, sitting on one cf thse
seats lu SIenne Square, " the question is, are
yen villing ta make Jack a happy man ?"

#lob q*te vlllin Ms' LoGrng," shde an-
sver.d slmply; "int iL isan't tinti exactly. I
den't knev thant I eught ta consnt thîs pasit-
ticular Lime, tbcngb Mise Maud telle me
that I sbould."1

"Miss Lavesay yen shonîdi" remas-k-
sd Loring vltb.livelsr internat,

ttVes, sir. Yoe ee Jack ieloslng bis
place ta-day, theugi of course h. la sure ta
geL, anotier on."

*'Do«ise Idssvelle knov tii.?" hein-
%uRired, tns'ning ta look atter a psmsing ainsi-

IlOh yeu, and ah.n fs very sort-y; but atmi
sh, thinka 10gbtnet ta baesk."

IlWby in hoe losing bis place ?"l
Tii. girl laked up, bier face rail vIti sur-

prise. IlI thought yeu knev, air," ah.e au-
swered geatly. "T Il i net I Ant Jack
vben yon go te tbhole "

IlVery vehi, Xltty. Tell Jack Ie amsot
qoiag the micaffle and thon, I suppose, b.e
viii b kepti on. I sali write nyaeto a=y
uncie presently ta a tint 1 bave changed
ss mid.-No, no," liciadded iaugbing, as
be anv iïte girl ps'epaniung te remenstrata.
.ýyen are quit. vrong, KIt 7 . 1 hd Ir aile

Dipny mindbefore I met yen, sud netbing
vesîd make me alter IV.-Ssall, I te11 yen
vhy,since ouiave taldmeosemueb7 Id.
test Mr. Longfield, and cotild net work
nuder huim."

Kiftydrnv ireath aslong sud datait as
t h. capacityo0f ber eanU besoin admittel,
and eaid: Ic au veil understaud tint Mr
Loring. Eves'yone detestahiin."

Ha vculd bave lik.d te ask if Miss La-
vouse wus includeil in Ilevery eue,"I for lie
vas afrnid ahi. vas ; but et course hoe did
net ask.

IlSe tint diffionlty boing removeil, Kitty,
I suppose yeni vill decide to gir, Jack hie
vsy là. regard te tic iuarrlage.-WIson aund
viiere i. it ta taire placet 1 hoanta like ta
corne snd sea it."I

"l Oh, veuld oen, Ms' Loring ?" criait
]titty q*»kly viti a violent blusit. Il And
tbat is just wiiat I uanteil Le-ta ask yen
sir. If yen vonld-vould kiudly cousent
ta be-bs hast-mas te Jaok Il'

To sec Kitty olapse attes' tInt effort,
and clasp bier tisy hanils tighti,1 together,
andl starsestraigbieora ber vlth the. rigid
look et a persan ready fthe b. et that
eould happen, vas a aigbiol hutereat. La'-
ing loeed Li tlesfo a fev seconda, dum-
founded by se unexpect.d a raquast, sud
unable, te Malte auyulslng et It ; thon luis
geed-humour came, te bisi nid, and ise laugis-

"But, Kitty," ha eaid, "lI hsaven't the.
plnantre of knowing Jack. If 1 ba, and lue

askeil me te stand by him on tint ts'ylag oc-
essien, 1 vould ie delightel. "

ttcOh, Vluank Yeu, Ms'. Lorng ; tint'. a&U


