
ECCLESIASTICAL ARCHITECTURE.

T HERE are not many subjects -which ought to be so inter-esting, to a Christian as the art of building wveli the houses
meant for God~s use, for there are few subjects of so great import-
ance. One ivho without question beiievestin the existence and
presence of God, one who knows himself to be a member of a
body sent by Hîm to extend the hlessings of the Incarnation,
one who is sure thiat therc is nothing else in the world worth
livingr for, and is by nio means sure how long after his departure
the work înay require ail the hielp man's consecrated effort can
give-a real Chiristian, in fact, nmust, if lie thiinks at ail about it,
corne to the conclusion tlîat usefulniess, permanence, truth,
unselfishiness, hiarmony, every Chiristian quality, must be diligently
souglit and stamped upon ail his architecture, and especially
upon the rnost important part of it, ecclesiastical architecture.
Upon aIl lus architecture because apoîî ail his wvork, for hie must
do ail to the glory of God directly or indircctly ; but upon his
ecciesiasticai architecture especiaily, because by it lie inteîîds to
do a direct work for God, to have places ini which to join with
others in offering wvorsliip and intercession, places in wlîich to
have tic faith tau"ght to the young and old, places to fécd the
hungry and tend the sick, and to carry on the wvliole wvork of
Christ.

<9'But," sorne one asks, «"wlîy tell us to stanîp our Cliristianity
upon our work ? Do not the great thîiikers agree that we mnust
impress oui- cliaracter upoïî our wvork, vhether wve wli or not ?
Do thev not showv thuat ail races and ages have tlîemselves
reflected in their architectural remains ? Yes ; they do
undoubtedly showv this; and tlîey prove thecir point too beyoxîd
question. We.do impress ourselves upon our w.ork at the present
time ; our %vork reflects us; and the mîrror is flot a1togrether
complimentary, for amnidst nuuch tlîat is good our leading feature
is shown to be tlohoulkssiiess. Yes ; thcre it is as clearly showvn
as aîiything can be, and ivili 1,e there tîli voices eîîough'can be
raised ini warningy protest to remove the cause of it.
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