454 .

IHE VOLUNTEER REVIEW,

[ Scerexser 21, 1875

GOING OUT WITH THE TIDE.
Ralse me up In my bed, wt e,
Thero's the snund of the »¢a 1 my car,
And 1t sings to 11y soul {n & music z
That e¢ar b is ot bHilossed to hiear.
Open the littic window, wife,
‘Then come unid ait by 1wy sldes 1
Weo'll witlt God's sweet tood.water
‘To tuke me out with the tide. !

1 seo the hiatbour-bar, wife,
And my dear little boat in the bay;
. But whostull be nble to gutde hier
When her dfuster hath passed away 2
I kuow that her helin, 80 trusty,
Will answer no othier and
As jtanswered «sine whien 1 knew, wife,
You were watting for me on the strand.

—

Qur boysare all before us. wifc,
Wee Jucek - heneath the wave,
A blue-eved Freddio sleeps, wife,
113 Yonder yew bowered gruve,

Wherethe early dalsles ciutter
Aronnd Lis bany bed,

And tho thrush stis cianting softer,
1 you tree that stin tes the dead.

There's a chitl runs through our hieanty, wife,
When the harbour-bur douth sicang

Byt u darker grief wiit be yours, wife,
When your're ‘eft fu the cot ulones

But u few nmiore fows of tuc sea. wite,
Auda few more cbbs af the tide,

Thien God's sweet fluod stiall vring you
Aguln toyour old man’s side?

The red sun islow in the west. wife,
Aud tlic tide stuksdown with thie sun:
We will part with cacliothier fn love.awife;
Forsweetly our lives have run,
Glve me your hand, my own love,
AsS yYou gave it inthe days of vore;
We will clasp theni neter 1o de sudered,
When we mect Inthe far-off shoic?

—=Chambers® Journul.

.Military Criticism.

“The time ®e e »t,”” as Carlyle would
say, 13 remarkable for many things, bue for
few things u.ore than thie inordinate amount
ot its nulitary criticism.  Few Liviug prisone
on remember anything like 1. These
were Do cheap papers during the contiien
tal stauggles nt the end of the st and the
bLeginhing of the present century ; nnd 1l
thete had been, we very such doult
whethier Writers or readess would bave
cared very much for the military details
which are tow tound 20 fascnatinge. in spite
of ths oxtuprigning of the Peace Soctety and
the preactmen:s o! aD increwsing legion of
divines. Duting woie recent perinds of
military fervour, in our stiuggies v India
aud Ching, in the Allied ctlorts in the Cii-
mea, duning the American Civit Wen, aud in
several othier instsnces if there was politicsl
eXcitement, nith crnstant discussion, these
was notlung exhibited approaciing our
present 1asaion 10r detaits, or ous pnesent
frality lor understandiug thear. Wo bad
Lig pampbicis uowand then, warm sdebates
in enthe iouscs of P'arliament. sod capital
letters frow the seat of war, but no com-
plete popular comprehiension ol all the
powts at issue. 10 detaited criticism of
sruiies and systemus, and uo disposition to
regud war ftom » purely scientilic poiut of
view. This deaducss was nisinken for
disgust, and for everytbing but what it was.
Dreams 01 3 new ora became nztural. Qur
mudesn nposties of Arbitration imaginethey
are Lioaclhers o novel docirines, whereas
they m1e mrrely sdeveloping =nd reducing
iuto rigid tormulas the notivie and fechogs
ol au age which bias passcd away. lustead
of besng belute the nge, they ato betaud it,
avd ey kuowit not. JMr Richard was
boin vut ol due time.  Heshiduld iavo been
contemipur 1y with Cotden, aud withh Cob-
det xs Lo was 1 the szt of bis posers.

Weunt lias occurzed 19 wake all this diter
ence? dimply, tho very things wo wese
twid not to expect. Peace was prophesied,
and wo Uave had great wars, utlecting the

map of Europo, changirg its nationalities,
and sbifting thoe political centre of gravity.
The dormant ailitnry feelings which are
part and parcel of the nature of Eunglish-
men, have been nroused. ‘The imagintion
hns been fixed, War hiag been lifted into
the region of romunce, in becoming som:-
thing that it never was before—an art, a
mystery, o science. The war between Aus
triz and Prussia began the work, and the
war between France and Prussia finished it,
sofar as it is finished. We may reduce it
dowa by sullimation to the introductiog of
weapons of precision, and correspouding
improvements in strategy uand tacties, But
improvaisents hiave heem mado aforetiie
thut pever led to such a rage of militury
criticism. to such a p.ssion for military his
tory, and to such s intelligont study, by
civilians, of all wilitury wmitters, ‘Two
things secms to have joived —=n age of con
flict such ns Europo b not seen during
the p st sixty years, and an ngo of discus-
ston, whch is entirely novol. Men begin
to ses whit their resote ancestors slaays
saw, that a antion’s deztiny iy have 10 te
decided in the battte field, and decnded bo
youd aunytuing like immediste hope of re
cuvery, excepl as the nution becomes more
wmlitnry. To many persons, nursed op the
thiy pap 0° the Peace Society in their in-
tellectusl nonage. thus simpie fact has come
with all the lurce and freshness ol arevela-
tion. The Bittle ot Dorking wzs only an
innocent bit «f liction, but it drove right
hiome the iron into the soul o! many =@
earnest Chnatinn patgiot. Just in propor
tion 10 the presivus beliet in the Bumaizing
mission of Grest Brituin in the woild, was
thie dread lest nny Power, or combination o}
Powers, shiould destruy 1ts  zepato and
suvereign vitality as n nation. A nation is
sumedung bigher thay an individual  suu-
luner thau asect, und its annitilation, Ly
counquest, Whencver it was worthy of con-
tinurd existence, would be an univelsasl
calamisty. Itis no: arbitration that would
savo 1t, whenever 1t was threstened 5 it is
nut -the pulpit drum-ccclesiastic’” tha
would Lr.y our enemies us in 1 wmoriar.
W.r is 50w su sudden, so tragic, sosaiftin
us approach and its ending, that we can
litwrato the dullest imagmation by a por
traya] of its incidents aud  horrora,

{et us not forget the controversial aspect
of e queativia.  Look nt our military lice.
ature- ~LOW 3t graws, how it gathers to itselt
mitmactions iu style, and what an immense
rauge it covens! Napier's * Pemausular
War was the fist of a sertes of tughiy-
wrought Listorical narratives. This roman
ticis:n 0f tas bLattle tivld bias renched its
present bigizest developuient in Kinglake's
narratises, which are read by tho least war-
like, nud r 14as our forefatliess read novels.
1o attewpt 10 punt war in this vizid style
occn. iontally iends to inaccuracics, to unwar

ramtable Lalerences, and 10 an unduly atlec. |

tactics, not yet accepted ns a whole, or pns.
sing, by visible siages, outof acientifictheory
into hard, matter-of fact practice. The ne-
cessities of modern jrurnalisin, which must
needs makeits renders ubiguitous, hava in-
crowed this controversial tone. Marches,
hattles. and sieges have bieen described day
by day, alongside roligious colebrations,
Parliamentary discussions, and fashionahle
gatherings. Thegroater battles ars familir
to most.persons, #nd can be sucsinctly des.
cribod by even the uneducated, The farm-
iatiourer hias ns good an ides as to why the
French were betenas the town demogogue,
if ois unable to he quite ns fluent in con-
versition atout it. Cirsilians »nid soidicrs
compare notes and tha result cannot help
being an incresse in the sum vul of mili-
tary criticiem.

‘These aro the more grneral causes, But
there are others more especially domestic,
‘T'his pence-breathing nation of ours is very
military when 1t is veally touched. Serateh
the Russian, s1id Nupoleon, and you find
the Turtar.  Scratch»an Euglishman, » peace
m-n, and you find the soldier, the hero.
Qur fondurss for litigation is only snother
and more subued form of our innute fight-
ing propeusity. What did all this turmoil
on the Cuntinent do for us? Did it make
us somnolent, complzcent. ready to disarm,
and turn the other cheek also? The quest
tions apswer themselves. The nztion was
mored to Legin a military revolution—a
sevolution =s yet incomplete. Panics we
hiwve had before, but this was something
deeper and morereasonahle. We abalishied
Puichase. It was no slight matier, and we
cannot Jook uack upon it now without wou-
denng how anybody had the courage to do
it. A hitte collapse and exhausiion, after
such 2 tremendous cffurt, is not at »ll ex-
traordinary.  Wa hiad, before tius abolition,
Lieen quietly coucentrating troops at home,
and Mr. Disraeli oaly repeated one of tho
obsolete political tallacies of all parties,
wiien, ai Manchester, he referred to this in,
creass of tue humeariny =8 unconstitutional.
No one bad thought it so, and the ** Conser
valive working i’ certainly did not  The
ary locslizatiun sc.ieme camo next in im°
portauce, followed by alterations 10 terms
of gervice, in enlistment, and in the
Rescrves. New woapons, summer camps,
and a hundred other winor tinngs, bave all
ia their kind and degrec testitied to ths
commplete distppearauce of the old militare
apathy, best illustrated by the picture ofa
veteran who hies fallen asleep in reading
Alnson’s * History of Europe.” It is not
casy, 1o find x aell conducted newspaper
that has not amilitary as well as n Parlia
met a1y and politiced policy. A New Zox-
lander. droppng down upon us from a bal:
loon, and cultivated enough 10 read our
newspapers, would think we were tho most
military nation uader the sun; and if ho
cuanced 19 cowe across one ot Lord Eichos

tivnate regand for what is persen:l and!specches o nnght be innocent enough to

sinking. Baro matters of fact neverexcito
hialf tho controrversy these histonical nar-
ratives do. It is impossible to sulliciently
tnterest readers in details as details. Bat
when you hare once preseuted 10 tho imags.
nation a bold pauotamn, itisnstonishing what
attraclions xro crented 107 e controvcrsies
that spring out o them. Germany has
added to this stock of military hterature,
aud added bwoks of im:menso importance.
Some of thein ate sulier narratives that cut
tho very ground from uuder the feet of
liasty, sensativnal writers. Otliers wmiko
admissions o) ditliculty where nonn were
supposed to oxist. A third class are purely
controversial, nnd deal with changes in

t:uagine that Uo was the author of the
= Bttt of lukerm=n,” or ono of tho gene
rals who comuwaaded on that terzible day,
w;inus that pivus usoe of expleiives which,
suinchio®, helps Eoglishalen towin battles
Matters seew 10 gow worse.  Wo xro almags
dizcussing recrunting wnd recraits, breech
loaders and munzle-loders, lung servico and
sbort service, pensions aad pay, promotion
and exchange, the Miius and the Volua®
teeTs; 10 say nothing of small contiover
sies about lighting to mwintun the indepea®
dence 0! Belgium, the Franclh Cadres Law,
foreign eavalry  tacuics, ballcoaing, and
PReon scIvIces.

Itis ephaticai y zu age of military criti



