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Theme were nincly ani raine that lafely laiy
Ina tire sheltcr of tire foldi

Ilut ane was out on the huIs nway,
Far ofr front the gaies tif gold,

Away on the niountiins wild and iare,
AwYay (romn the tender Slacpherd's care.

Lord, Thou hast litre Thy rainet~ and i ne;
Are ihcy not enougli for Thee?' k

But the Siieplicrdl malie answer :"lThis ai Mine
las wvandered awny front Mc:

And, aithotigh the road tie rougir and steel),
I go t0 the desert to fnd My %heep."

But mine of the ransoned ever knew
Ilow decp were the waters cmasseil.

Nor how dark nas the nîghî iliat tire Lord paçsdilarough,
Ere l le f,'und Ili, shîecp thtat ivas losi

Oui ina the descrt lHe htarui ils cry.
Sick, and hcîp)lcss, and rcady to die.

Lord, whence are those hloodl draps ail the way,
That mark oui tire maounllant track? "

"Tire), wete shcd for anc who bau gaine astray,
Ere tire Shepherd coutl liing hum b)ack."

"Lord, wlaencc are Thy hands so ment and tain ?

"«Thry are picrced to.night Iîy naaray a thorra."

And ail tbrougb the inosartains tbundier.xivcn,
And' up froita the rock<y stel),

There rase a cry ta the gaie ni laraven,
"RîZjoice! I have !ound M), sherp !

Ani the angels eclic!-3 araunul the thrane,
IRejoice 1 for the Lard brings lack Ils own."

This bynîn is only about fourteen years aid. It %vas
anc of the fruits o! the great aivakenirag an Scothanti
ira 1873, ira whicb Messrs. Moody andt Sankcy tank
sa great a part; but though s0 young, il is airecl<y in
the front xiank o! aur modern hyanns. lndced, it
made its way ait once into great populir faveour, and
Mi. Sankcy niaintaitîs that no anc hynîn that lie ias
accustometi ta sirag %vas more sagnahly blessed-tbat
no anc n'as more frequentîy calleti for- that no une
hazl sa inany scals of the dl% ime appros ah.

The bymn bchongs ta tue badladi order, or narratite
style-a style dcaliaag %vith the great faits o! Chras-
tiarity-a style very commuon in the carlier aes o!
the Cburch wben tlac peaple %vto indoctrinaîtd ta a
great exterat ira this %way, anti were indebtcd more ta
the sang than the sermon for tiroir instruction. Who
does not know that for tire farst two ceraturies crecds
and confessions %vce unknowvn in thse Chsurch, andi
tbat for the next tn'o or thre centuries it n'as sangs
like this rather than sermnons hike Oragcn's that
formeti thse chief.Éabuilum; o! tire people ? The naines
of the earliest bymn-writers, for tire mobt part, arc
unkraown ta us, but ise knon- that St. Gregory, Bishop
o! Nazianzen, St. Jerome, heati a! the ilionastery o!
Betblehem, St. Ambrose, Bashop of 'Milan, anad I-la-
larius, Bisbop of Paictiers, hiat id'e large contribu-
tions ta the Churcis belore the close o! thie tourth îcen-
tury-nîearly ail o! tise narrative or bahlad style, set-
ting forth tire great facts o! the Gospel stnry ira termes
so simple that cs'en the !oolish could comprehlenti.
Tiiose founti great favour ivitis the people, so much so
that Jerame declareti that anc cannot goa into the
fildits witbout finding thse phoughcr at bas laalhlujalis
and the mnower at bis byraîns. The bymra a! Venan-
tius Fartunatus, ivrittera 58o, bcg"-ning with

Parage lingua gloriusi.
is a gooti specimea o! the ballati order o! bymns, set-
tirag forth as it duaos thse story of tbe fait andi thz- re-
demption o! man ira terans ag«Làn.ýt nb.,h no objcm.tîora
can possibly bc ra;scd.

Sec bon' it ruras ira Eng!isb serse

Sing, my tongue. the baviour s glory,
Tell Ilis trauniphs far and wide,

Tell around tie wondrous stars
Of I-lis body cruciicd.

Ilaw upon tise cmoss a victimt
Varaquisbang an dc2th lie dicd.

Eaiag of the irce forbiduien, etc.
This is a specimen.o! tire way ina whiclb the great

facts o! Bible story % tse popuharizeti, and who does
nlot sec hon' adanirabiy suited tire ballad is for sucla a
mission? Thse meanory ai sut.. outlaws as R~obin
Hood, Rab Roy, Boanie l'rince Charlie andti ir ai-
venturesis kept up ta a wonderful extent ira somne la-

calities irn the OId Land, througb tlîc failnaus ballads
in wvhichi such staries arc prcscrvcd ; and when one
thinks of the t mss ignorance of thous.inds of our poor
people -%S to the great facts of Ille l3rble, and Ille lit-
ncss of tire ballad for popularizing sucli laics, ho is
led to raisc tire question %vhcther il %vnuild not bc wise
tni give a larger currcncy to such hymns as tire

N incty and INine."
Many of tire hymins of Charles WVesley and Cowpcr

.and New ton uac ton subjective in tiroir character- ton
lîigh for lis to understand, ton cthercally spiritual for
commnon mottais, requiring anr experience on tieri
part wvilîih thcy have îiat yet roached, and for which
they cannot bic c.\pccted ta have any syanpathy. But
in such byawns as the" "Nety and Nine "-byiiits
that deal wvih tie gscat outstanding facts of Chris-
tianity ralier tlaan the recondite înovcanents and
fltictuating inoods and (railes oftire believer, ne (anr
have lin difticulty in securing the sympathy, the ina-
tcrcst and even the enthusiasnil of our people, higli
andi lowv, lcarned and unlcarnced.

%Vhat an illustration ofali this have ne iii the grcat
Reformnation of the sixtcentlî century 1 Who does
nt kniow that tire hynins vehîch that grea nvenient

caUlcd into bein, 'vere religiaus ballads, set to well-
known meilodics, roimarkzablc for tiroir intensity and
strong ricli cojaimon sense ? In those stirring days of
a newv-fotind freedoi-wlhen the lioly Ghiost descend-
cd as of oid, as; wiîh the sound of a miighty rushing
wid and filcd men's hcarts vrith the glorious truili
that the just shall livc by faith, the ballad accotai-
phishcd a grc.at mission. It was the great vehiicle of in-
Ltruction. It %vas on the wings of suela hyrnns dhat the
doctrines of the Reformation made thecir wvay ta thîc
heairts of the peCole. Sometinies one hynin sung by
a solitary minstrel whose lieart had been touched
%vith its powver, would captavate a %viole town ; and
bcforc long another and yet another aninstrel wvould bc
fouind to take it up, tili tire whole country, cast and
ucst, north and south, becanie permnated %vith the
truti'. Lnthier %vas a great powver as a preacher, but
hie wvas stili greater as a hymnist, rougit and strong
thoughi his hyîwns were. ils paraphrase of the
Forty-sixth l'salut, "«A Sure Stronglbold our God is
lie,*' is called the "Mlarseillaise " of tire Retformiaiion.

Cardinal Thoma* tî-Jesub, lits c(Jntempolary,' de-
clares that the interest of Luther was furthercd in an
extraordinary dogrme by the singaing of bis hymns by
people of et ery Jass, not oniy in scbools and
churches, but in dwcllingb and shops, in anark-ets,
streets and1 fields.

Nr, dvehling in thre lighit of the nincteenth Century,
on wbhose palate tire sancere milk of the word is begin-
ning ta pahl, can scarcely understand the jay wvith,
which people long ensiavcd, graaning under th icut-
bus o! Ramie, who sav' no mercy in this world cxccpt
through a priest, and no escape in tnae next except
througb purgatorial lire, cannot xanderstand tire relief
experienced by the clarion tangue of tbe bold preach-
er, and the strange sweet joy that tool, possession of
the people through the niinistry of sang. And if ail
that can lbe said a! such a suite of socicty as that ivhich
Martin Luther ropresented%,certainly not hieathen- -not
altogether ignorant of the Bible stary), what inight ive
nat expect were such hymns largely difluscd tbrough
aur poor people ina town and county-still more w~hat
might wc elt cxpect in aur missionary settiments
throughou. the wvorld-wcere hymns of thoballad order,
lake the "l N incty and Naine," put anto the bands cf the
beathien ina which every man could read in bis own
tongue the wsonderful ivords of Gad ?

The hymn under consideration first made its ap-
pearance in a sanaîl periodical called the Chi/dren's
H.7ur, now extince in 1873',. In this way it eas dis-
cocred Li~ Mr. S.inkcy une day ý%hen trasc1làng by
train betneen Edinbtirgh and Glasgow an hits evange-
listic tour in, Si tland. It accurred ta him that in
that ]and of mauntain and flood, great factories in
the n'est and sheep farnis ina the north, that were it set
to apprapriate aaiasic.it rniglit be turrned ta goad ac-
counit iii the great work in wbicli hie and bats comn-
panian Nvere engaged , and accordingly lie addressed
ilimself to the xask, îvith what succcss tice world now
knowvs. It was flot long tili these charming lines
were sounded in the great Churches and halls af Glas-
gow and Edinburgh, atid grea. was the power which
fol!owed. What witli tire plaintive air, sa weîrd and
strange, and thec unes no nen' and sweî, sa simple ina
their struc.ture, and so rich ina Gospel story, aIl] set forth
with a minstrelsy thc like of which bas becn scîdons

biezrd in this world-atnd.a splendeur af execution that
took evcry ane by surprisc-and no cite more so
than tire gî!ted authoress, rit once becanie a favatar.
ite and attained an ninazing poaatilaraty. It burst
tiîon the country as a thing of bicauty, and non' it
bis taken decp tout and fialed tire land, for yeti cari
hecar its delicinus strains wherevcr you go-from the
mnilkmaid in tire early micmn, the fishierinan an the
lak,, the shecpherd on the bills, tlic nother at bier
hotaschold dItitaes and the rnîssionary tailing on thc
banks of the Congo. *Such as thc genesîs of thas lay
of surpassing beauty ; and if the question be raised as
to its povver an the way of quickeaaing and refîeshing
the souls of men, ive have to say thiat it bas a glari-
eus record. The testimony of Mr. Sankey h-as becen
alrcady citcd, and 'Miss Clephanc, tic sister of the
poc t, ira wrîtîng to a friend of tire wrîîcr o! this paper,
says there svas recently publisbed a tract containing
tL stary o! a young man's conaversion, full of întercst
anad flttcdl t0 do rnucb good ina its way. Miena she goes
on to spcak o! a raeiglibouring minister wio at bis
I-onîiniunion scasons as an the habit of repea.ttng.tlie
third verse:

Buta none o! the ransonicd ever kncw, etc.
as if hie could find notlaing miore appropriate for such
an occasin. Once nore, upon the retura o! Messrs.
Moody and Sankey ta this continent, tlýcy resumed
tlaeir work in Northfield. Tire crowd was sO great un
one occasion that thie Congregatianal Cliurch could
nat contaia it, and the whalc audience turracd out inta
the wide space ina front of the building. M\r. Sankcy
antd bis organ werc placed close ta the cburch, the
wooden wival of which, as hie faced it and sung, made
a splendid sounding board. As tbis'great minstrel
rolleti out in distinct anîd sonorous strains the final
verse a! the l'Nincty and Nine,"' there sat a man at
bis assi door, sanie cansiderable distance across the
Connecticut River. Hîs family liad gane ta the meet-
ing, but hie would not lie fourad fooling around aftcr
those crazy evangelists. There hie sat ira no genial
(raine of mind îvhcn the triumphant notes af the final
refrain:

Rejnice, for the Lord buings back Ilis own,
floatcd on thc quiet sunimer air across the intervening
valley and dropped right down into bis heart. Coin-
ing to him ira sucb a way, the îvors %vere as a mes-
sage straiglit (romn God, anad hie nas awakencd ta deep
and strîous thought. Shortly atftcrwvrd he aucended a
meeting, and verified the prop hecy o! thc byrnn .

The Lord brought back Ilis own. -

But numerous as the instances are that may bie
citeti ina the way o! illustrating the power of this
byan, thc grandest is thc faveur vihh îvbich il bas
been receiveti by the Church ira ail its sectians-its
great influence ira reaching weary seuls that may bave
waradered, and that may lic writing bitter thaings
against thaemselvcs, fancying they are- lost-that there
is no hielp for 'hem ira God. It is precisely such a.
state af mind that the bynin contemplates ; and îvhen
the prodîgal, aut of a true sense of bis sin and the
tender niercy of God an Christ Jesus, hooks on bimself
as the lost shecp-au:t in the desert, sick andi ready
ta due-lie soon finds that hie is dealing îvitlvtruth tlaat
n'i prove spirit and life ta bis saut.

<Ta be condluded.)

PRESS O1N.

This is a speech, brief, but full of inspiration, anad
operaing the way ta all victory. It salves the probleni
of ail bornes :it is the rule by which ta wcigh rigbtly
ail ivonderful successes andi traumphal marches ta for-
tune anti genius. It shoulti bc tire motta af al], aId
and young, bîgb and Ion', fortunate and unlortunate,
s0 calhed. "IPress an! 1,% eyer despair, never be
discauraged, hosseler stormy tbe belivens, hiowever
dark the %vay ; however great the diffitlties andti e-
pcated. tbc fatilures-" Press an ! " If Fortune bas
playeti (aise with tiîee ta day, do thou play true for
thyselfta-morrow. If an unfartunate bargain bas dc-
ranged th; business, do not folil îhy arms andi give up
ai as lost, but stir thyscîf, and %vork the more vigor-
ously. Let the foolisbraess of yesterday make aee
wise to-day. If anather bas been false ta tbce, do flot
tbau increase the evil by being (aIse ta thiysolf. Do
not say tlîe world bas jest ail its poetry and beauty ;
'tis nlOt sa ; andi cvcn if st be sa, make thy own poctry
anti beauty by living a truc and, above al], a rcligious
if e.

692


