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The Care nnd Managemeit of Jrood !nnd managomont of brood sows is as

Nows,

Read by Pranois Ureen Jr. betoro the Dotminion
Swino Breedor’s Atsociation, Septembor 18th, 1820

For success in pigraising their is noth-
ing so esgential in order to ronder the
undertaking profitablo as a good broed
gow. Sho is like the goose that lnys tho
wolden egg, but more thon one ata time;
hence in solecting a young brood sow it
ig of the utmost importanco to seo that
she Lo possessed of the characteristics
which are obviously adapted to thatend.
It must bo untderstoad that Iam not re-
forring tothe fancy points of any parti-
colar breed but rather to those which are
to 4 gront extent ap licable to all breeds
and which are conducive tothe greatest
profit, viz., prolificness aud muternal
solicitude.

In the first placoe thep, I should insist
on great length as well as dopth, and the
teats should not number less than 12, or
more if possible. Length gives moro
space for the young pigs to sucklo, and
they will not crowd and fight so much
and it ig besides usually 2 concomitant of
a good number of teats; while depth I
have found to be an indication of & pro-
- pensity to large litters. In the next
place temper igimportant. although even
uick-tempered sowe can be made tract-
able by kindness. At farrowing (ime
one is sometimes of necessity compelled
to bo working round the sow and nothing
is 9o unpleasant ag being compelled to
be ready to leap out of the pen at a
moment's notice, As an instance of the
kind system, & young sow (one of our
recent importation), which was naturally
of aslightly quick-tempered disposition,

but which had become quite docile under Jeavo them alone for a time.

kind treatment, was giving birth to her
first litter ; after thoy were all come sho
permitted them under protest to suckle,
but showed a dispositson tosnap at them
when they approached her mouth, sub-
saquently, she Ieft tho young pigs and
appeared afraid of them, still keeping up
the snapping. I'felt;some apprehension
that she might kill them if left alone, so
I resolved to stay>with them, and by
potting her, induced her in a littlo while
again to lie down while I invited the
youngaters to step up and take a drink at
the bar, a treat which thoy at once took
advantago of with avidity. After some
little time tho 3ot accepted her family
cares, still under protest, and the follow-
ing day she took completely to them.
Now 1 bave very little doubt that had
she not been handled with kindness
both before and at the time of farrowing
she would have killed the whole lot ; as
it ig she is raising us a nice litter.

Qur practice in regard to the feeding

follows In summer, up to the time cf
farrowing, thoy arp fed usuwally on a
little bre n and barley meal, mixed with
kitchon swill and in dofault of swill with
waterona grare run; in winter, wo
employ tho same feed, pulped mangolds
{about 4 to } peck; heinp allowed to cach
sow, three times a day), boing substituted
for grass. Tam awaro that mangolds
are considered by many breeders, both
in England and Canada as deleterious to
brood sows  that it is said that when
fed on these roots the young pigs come

weak and often dead, but I wish emphati-
cally to state that last-wintor we gave a
more liberal allowance than usual, and
we never had better or stronger litters,
or had groater guccessin raising them.
Possibly if mangolds were used as
the sole food tho results might not have
been so good, but in the proportions and
quantities fed by us,they were ominent-
ly satisfactory.

A week bofore the pigs are due we re-
move the sow to the breedingpen, which
is eurrounded by o fender composed of
planks about nine inches to a foot above
the ground. The food of the sow is now
usually changed to bran and s little oat
chops, particular care being taken af
this timo that their bowels are kept
loose; if there is any appearance of con-
stipation we administer sulphur and
perbaps a little linseed oil in her food.
Every day up to the day she is due she
is turncd out fur exercise in the yeard.
When the young pigs begin to arrive we
take them from her one by one, and
when they are all come we return them
to the sow, and if she takes to them we
For a fow
days we feed the sow very sparingly,
gradually increasing the food until the
pigs are three weeks old, when she
should be on full feed.

Thero is one peculiarity which I have
observed in gows that are ingood condi-
tion, and espacially these that are ex-
cellent mothers: they vxhibit great re-
luctance in getting up and leaving their
young, 8o much that they will neglectto
fulfil the calls of nature. Qurinvariable
practice now in such cages is to tske a
switch and turn out the sow the day after
pigging, and compel her to take exercise
in yard, when they will ususally at once
relieve themselves, and sfter this there
is mo farthor trouble. '

Many have doubtleas been annoyed by
gows lying on their young, In some in-
stances tbis is owing to carclessness in
the mother, and may he counteracted in
a great measure by a fender around the
sides, sometimes, however, this practice
arises from the irritation occasioned by

lico. This. information I acquired. unfor-
tunately by axperience, and goon remedi-
ed it by o dressing, after which the
sacrifico of the innocenis was nbandoned.
The moral of courso is, .sde that your
sows are freo from lico farrowing time, if
atnoother. .

Young pigs vary a good deal in the
timo at which they commonce to cat;
some will come to the trough at two
weoks, othors not till three or four weoks;
I need no. say that the oarlier one can
get thom started tho bstter; nol only
will tho young pigs grow wmore rapidly,
but the drain on the sow i8 algo some-
what relisved. Our custom is to partition
off n small portion of the pen with boards,
nailed atsuch a8 height that the young
pigs, but not the sow, can run under and
feed out of a gmall trough, the capacity
of the trough being its length not its
depth. Six weeks aflor farrowing we
wean our sows, which aro relegatéd, to
their own quarters, thoir food consisting
of a light ration at first, after which the
method mentioned in the beginning of
this paper is resumed do novo.
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An Agricaltural Crimiuoal.

frison Chaplain (to condomned)—
*My poor man, you are about to die ; arc
you ready for the reaper—Death—that
sooner or later must gather us all in ?”

Condemned~—“I don't object to tho
raaper; it’s the twine binder that bothers
me.”

-

Charles A. Dana, the famous editor of
the New York Sun, has a hrother who
is o farmer in the town of Lubee. Heo
moved there some years ago to take
charge of a mining scheme. When
the bottom dropped out of tho mine he

married him a wife,.bought a farm and -

settled and has been there ever since.
He i3 a vory intelligent man and keeps
u]p with the times and is happy as a
clam.
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Maino- farmers who turn their atteat~
i6h to poult ‘y-raising are likely to come
out better than those who spend their
time hunting for gold mines. "And.the
birds may take the place of mining ex-
perts in the last named  business, too.
Two more ducks are reported—this time
in Holdon, with gold in thelr crops,

Their owner had mover supposed he
?\w]'ned a gold mine but now he is- hope-
ul,

el

A.C. Bell and H.J. Townsend, New
Glasgow, publish a prospectus slating;—
“ It is-proposed to form an association
with a capital of $10.000 in share of $25
each, to acquiro the property of the

Union Trotting Park company and of
the Now Glasgow Agricaltural -Bociety.”
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