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and Dther Wonders of the Aborigines.

(Copyright, 1001, by the New York Herald Co, ANl rights reserved.)

OW 1 came to be living In a maldea, or tribal
hut of the Mangeroma Indians, In the heart
of the Amazon Jungle, hak been told Jn my
previous stories. Briefly, after Jerome, the
last of. my companious, had perished with the
fever, 1 had dragged myself on ali fours through the
all:but impenetrable underbrush, antil, when 1 ver!-
tably beliere | could not bave advanced a dozen fest
further, I had been picked up and carrfed 1 knew
not- whither and cared for during five days of
delirium and fever.

When consclousness finally returned to me I did not
fully. realize where 1 was. When waking I would lie
for hours In & so6ft of bewllderment, wonderiug
whether the dim recollections of the awful experl-
enced I had been through were realities or merely
Tever dreams.

Then one morning 1 waked with a cl2ar mind. and
& tull realization of my plight., There must have heen
some trace of the fever left, for my first impulse was
a strange, unmanageable curlosity as to how many
persons were in the great, semicircular hut in which
1. found myself, 1 immediately began to count them
and reached 223, though I may have counted some of
them twice,

The mwaloca I& an Institution much resembling the
Long House of the famons Five Natlons of New York
Colonlal days. Many familles luhabited It, each fam-
siy réralning a small space for Ity own use. Thix I
yatliered from the way in which groups of men and
women were hnddled about a dozen or more fires, the
womnen cooking and the men Iylug in hammocks and
eating. ¢

1 did noc know in what manner I would be tre.ited
by the savages, so for a time | lny there with my eves
balf closed. trylng 1o get my bearinge. Just benind
me 1 heard what seemed to be a discussion. Two men,
1 judged. were conversing in low, guttural syllablas,
and in some way I felt that | was the snbject of their
talk. Suddenly. with no sound of motion, a band was
laid on my shoulder. 1 turned over startled and saw
the face of Jahe, the Indian with the blow gun whom
1 had seen in the forest hefore misfortune had over-
nken us.

My beart beat wildly and I scarcely dared breathe,
1 was In the hands of the Mangzeromas. Their repu-
tation was, to say the least, not savory, and it was a
guestion io my mind why they had saved my life. Xl-
ruough rhey live by themselves and seldom invade an-
other’s territory, they are mare dreaded by the peoples
of the Amazon than Js the fatal cobra. | sickened at
cwrimolight that *hey were cannibals,
~Beblud Jabe stood a sleek sided, well fed man
whom,,from bis bearing and from the gaudy, splendid
feathers which were iuséried in the cartilage of his
nose,’T took to be the cbief. He regarded. me coldly,
with a stolid, unblipking expression which I could ot
réad. 1 suppose this tableau lasted for about twenty
seconds, but to me it sesmed that it had no end. I
wanted to spring at bis throat, then 1o run, then to
lapse agaln into the fever where at least the horrors
were not resl. Thén quietly, withouwt the fiicker of &
change in his expression, the chief made a conven-
tional sign with his left band which means “Wel-
come.” \

90 the ecstacy of rellef which seized me I sprang
from the hammock to greet him, but my llmbs were
weakened by the fever and I tottered into Jahe's arms.
I think without an effort he picked me up and placed
me in tbe hammock. 7Then the chief, with a look
which approached a smile as nearly as anything I
ever saw on the face of a Mangeroma, pointed to the
hammock In which I lay, to the walls of the maloca,
and to the food which the women were preparing, at
the same time uttering a sound which resembled
“Heh-eh-eh.” By this I took it that I was welcome to
stay as long as 1 desired

The hospitality of my friends proved unbounded
The chlef appointed two women to care for me, an¢
though they were not startling in any point ot
beauty, they were as kind as any one could have
been to me, watching me when | tried to walk and
supporting we when I became too weak. There was
& certain soup they cooked, which was served In
a half bread-fruit gowrd and was delicious. Many
of the other dishes they prepared were delicious,
but there were others which were nauseating
and which I had to force myself to eat. I soon
learped that it was impolitic to refuse sny dish, no
piktter how repugumant.  Ome day the chief. whe
had by now taught me much of his languiige, so
that by means of .signs and wvords 1 could speak
fluently with bim, had prepared a very specialidainty
of which he Invited me to partake. Noue of the’
others was permitted (o eat it. At the first wouth-
ful 1 nearly choked. Not cnly did the meat which
was one of the ingredients tasie and swell us theugh
it: had been kept for weeks, but the herbs which
were used were so bitter and gave out such a pungent
odor that my mouth puckered and the muscies of
my throat refused to swallow. The chief was en-

raged.

Forcing His Guest to Eat.
*Do you not like my dish?" he askea in the dialect.
“f am afrald it sickens me,” 1 feplied as politely
av I might,
' “It Is the dish of my fatbers, and their fathers,
and thelr grandfatbers.” be swid. “You sball eac
it, or I will turn you into the forest for the: piay-
thilng of the berl-beri and the Evil Ove.” -
+1-ha@ no desire In my weakened condition to be
turned again iuto the forest, but to 4o what the chief
seemed physically impossible. Jale, who
was behlnd the chief, motioned me thiat 1 had better
ent it or the chief would certainly turi we out; if. -
deed; I dia not ‘suffer some harm &t his hands. Such
ia.the vindictive, unreasoulng nature of these forést
men. - Easlly Insulted  thiey are..when angered weil,
ﬂplhﬂl&m I ate the concoction which was set
before me, and, strange to say, before 1 had done with
1t 1 redlly began to like it. This lucident shows upon
what 4 slender thrend my safety hung. The friends of
one mbment might become the vindictive foes of the

it

‘word of the chief was law and none daved ap-
peal from his decisions. In fact, there would bave
been nothing to appeal to, for the natives belleve him

i

to be in some mysterlous power which makes
Bim the riler of men. 1 once had occaslon to sée hin

t, aud although the matter in dispure
be cilled trivial it showed the absoluteniess of
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arrows and 1 my antomatic revolver, although 1 had
no great Intention of using it.  'What little ammunition
was left I desired to keep for emergency and, besides,
1 reasoned that I might at some future time be able
to use the power and noise of the weapon to good ad
vantage If 1 kept the Indians Ignorant of it for the
present.

We bad scarcely goue & mile from the maloca when

more hrilllant than 1 bad ever seen himn wear and
wilst at

rolored girdle or i W Y was his

court robe, =at cross 1egged o
of the maloca In the redd!

wearlug a
| the ~entre

of the fr=:

f'eh ever e

dimmed by the smoke, very !itle of w

caped throngh the hrle « h servol as 8 chimaey,

the scene was weirdls fantastic. O 1hd gnnoxite side
of the * from where the chiel <at 'ay the body of
the Y and each side of and- S huntere,
&t § saplings, and gazing <tolidiy 1d. In a
semicircle, facving the chior and wrround’ng the
hmaters, sat the tribe, sq! el ) The
el motioned to me to tn 1 place ! I'ie

n told 1elr storles, «aYy M In

turesque langnage to remember “hat he had ever
Leen faithful to the ribe, and assuriug blm that the

*“We Had Not Proceeded Par Up the River When the Canoces Came ts « Stop and Our Opera-
to. Begar to Beat Upon His Instrument.”

we discovered on the opp(':sln- slde of a creek, some
hundred yards distant, a wild hog rooting for fowl,
We were on a slight elevatiof ourselves and under
cover of the brush. the hog being exposed to view on
the next knoll.. Almoest simultanedusly my 1wo com-
panions fitted arrows to thelr bowstrings. Iusiead of
a*mulug in the usuad mauner they placed the great
and second toes of the left fuot on the cord, angd with
thelr left arms gave the proper inclination to the
bows, which wore at the least seven feet long. With
& Whirr the polsoned arrows left the weapons. and
while the cords still twauged salied gracefully alnvfr.
describing a hyberbola. dropped with a speed which
made thém almost invisible, and plunged into the ani-

.mal at each side of his neck a little distance back of

the base of the sknll. f

The hog dropped in his tracks, and I doubt if he
c6uld bave lived éven though-the arrows had uot been
poisoned. - Tying his feet together with vegetabie
fibers, we slung the body over a heavy branch aund
earried it to the maloca. All the way the Indians dis-
puted as to who was th: owner of the carcass. From
tme to time they put thelr burden on’the ground to
gesticulate and argue. 1 thought they would come to
blows, aud when they appealed to me I declared that
the arrows had descenlted so rapidly that I had been
unable to follow them with my eye and could not tell
which bad found the mark first. A few yards from
the hut my two friends fell to arguing again, and a
crowd collected about them. cheering first one, then
the other. My suggestion that the game be divided
was scoffed at.  Sueh a ‘hing would bave been ¢on-
sidered In a way wmythical. Finally the dispute grew
to such proport’ons, the relatives of each bunter join-
ing In the debate, that the chief sent a messenger to
learn what was the trouble.

Dumediately the ercwd dispersed and the combat-
ants quieted. The messenger velurned from the chief,
saying that he would fudge the cuaxe  Wirh diftenits
the Bog Wax deapleddLmdngd the door, 17 sueh Ui
tare fool Wigh dpen g to T0# Bt Jonfd e Cafisd. ane
all the lobubitants crawled TF aflérward. The Cliets

decked wut tu x new set of nose feathers, larger and

Good Oune would rewand him If he gave a decision
rable to (he speaker
When they had finished

a
» citief turned to me

*What wounld you do. white mans" he 2

uld give f 1o each™ 1 replied

groeted

vef, and there was

that he lield poor opinion of my legi

The Chief's Decision

In a very dig:

ficd manner Lie ardse, examined the

game very

putants,
“The hog is mine,” he said
The matter was ended

minntely

i serutinized each of the dis
“Gol"

There seemed ro be no dis-
position to grumble or to appeal again to the chief's
gacity. The tribe applauded by grunting. At any
rite the chief had shown no partisanship.

My life among the Mangeromas was for the greater
part free from adventure, and yet I was wmore than
once within an ace of meeting my end. In fact, 1
think I looked more squarely into the eyes of death in
that peaceful little community than ever I did in the
wilds of the jungies or in my most perilous adven-
tures.

The little creek which ran néar the maloca supplied
the Indians with water for all purposes. What wash-
ing was done—and that was very little—was done at a
distance down the stream, so as not to unfit the
water for drinking, and whenever I was thirsty I was
in the habit of stooping fo the stream or scooping the
fluid vp in wmy curved hands. Ouve morning 1 had-been
iramping through the jungie with a party of natives
who were in search of foodstuffs. We were tired and
hot, and my throat was parched almost beyond en-
durance when we came upon a stream which I took
to be the same which ran by the maloca, My friends
were at a litte distance from me, beating through
e brush.  As 1 reached the water's edge 1 stooped
to gquench my thirst. Just before my lps touched the
water the hundkerchief which swas about my neck be-

ame looscacd and the end dangled o the brook di-
ceatly an feaut of my menth ;b straightened partly
and sinded the wet wid back dto the ueckband of
wy shivt.  Then 1 stooped again. The cool water

looked to me like the yery elixir of life.

-
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UEST, OF THE AMAZON CANNIBALS

[ [IN Which the Last White Man Tells of a Jungle
Solomon, a Poisoned Siream, a Primitive “ Wireless”’

1 hesitated a second In pleasant anticipation, my
lips pursed to velcome the lifs giving draught. At
that sacond 1 was, Yterally sp- - Zing, two inches from
a terrible death. Before the first “~op bad touched
my 'ins there was a cry behind me. I farned «lighily

1l then a rongh hand gripped my shoulder and | was
finng %, ward fll length on theé ground.

angered, | «prang to wmy feet ~nd drew the pistol
wileh 1 alwags carried.  There stood one f my
f“lends with a grin on his face which must have met

the back of his bead.

Ungh,” he grunted. “Poicon’™

“Are vou erazy’?” 1 Jdem
stream we drank of up above?

Then he exp!iined to me and as he talked my nees
wabbled und | turned faint. | had barely missed one

“Isn’t that the

LA IRAFERL

of the most terrible deaths a man can die. It s;ems
that the Mangeromas often polson the sireams Lelow
ibelr drinking places in order to get rid of thel:
enemies. In the present case it had been rumored at
the maloca that a party of Peruvians might be coming
up the river and t"is is always a signal for alarm
among the Indians AMY ugh you canpot induce 1
uative of Brazil to go into the Indian country rthe
Peruvians ar> more thar willing to go thev+ because
of the girls. A band of Peruvians, or even (wo or
three alone, will sneak close to - malc - at nigut,
force the door, vhich is always bolted against the
Evil One, but which can be cut opex, and fire a voiley
of shots into the but. The Indians sleep. with their
blo guns and bows suspended from the rafters and
before they have collected thelr sleepy senses and pro-
cured their weapons the Peruvians in the coufusion
have carried away three or four of their girls. O
this account t ¢ Mangeromas hate the Peruvians and
will go to any extreme to compass their death.

The polsoning of the rivers is the favorite wmethod,
bui this often -results in injury to the wwnocent and
even to their own people, though so delicate is their
cense of smell that they ean usually detect the odor of
the poison if it Is strong enough to kill.

Two mouthfuls of the water which 1 had attempted
to drink, 1 was told, would have resulted In a death of
agony before I conld have risen from (he stream.
'wn-m\ strange (o me that during all my stay
myg the Mangeromas, who were heathens and can-
1s. 1 saw no signs of idolatry. They believed im-
itly in a good and an evil spirit. The good spirit
ned merely to exist and was not very active. He
terest in protecting man or In try-
He was purely pas-

no especi
g to guide him 10 a good life.
sive,

The Evil One, on tbe other band, was extremely
energetic, and could be heard at nighttime shrieking
and howling in his pursuit of rhose wandering alone
in the forest. Sd thoroughly afraid Is the Mangeroma
of thé Evil One that at night he bolts the ouly door
to the maloca so closely that a mosquito could not
crawl in. This keeps the evil spirit out, but it very
nearly stifies one who Is not accustomed to sleeping
in such quarters. The men all sleep in hammocks,
while the women have to content themselves with the
bare ground. It is this fear that makes the Indians
80 easy a prey to the Peruviaus, for not one of them
remains outside the hut after dark, and they bave
thus no sentries.

Thinking to amuse some of my friends, I one day
kindled a flame by means of my magnifying giass and
a few dry twigs. A group of ten or twelve Indians
had gathered, squatting in a circle about me, to see
the wonder 1 was to show them, but st the first sign
of the tiny flames they rau howling to the waloca. 1
stood nonplussed, the glass in my band, until the chief
emerged from the hut.

He asked me to show him what I had done. Two or
three of his people crawled part way out of the majoca,
hut he avdered them hack and waiohed my proceedings
with the greatest intentuness At laxi ihe lttle fawes
Lroke out W a pile of twigs  The chilef was deliguted
sod asked we 0 wake Liw a pressut of the glass.

—— - oo oe |

Now 1 had no desire to part company with the lnstru.
ment, 8¢ it had been too good a friend hefore: and it
| were agaln thrown oh my owp resources | might
need it sadly, so thinking to détér him from asking for
it I explained that it was inhabited by & sort of a spirit
who would obey none but tme.

Fear of the Evil Spirit.

The chief shot me an angry glance and depant
why I brought evil spirits to hurt bis people. Esplai
as | would, I could not muke him understand that the
spirit was harmless and could not act Without my
ommand. At last, in desperation, to appeasé bimn |
offered ro give him the glass, but he grunted In ferror
and told me that if 1 should dse it again He would
have me strangled. It was two days before 1 was
es(ahlished again in the good gra~es of the chief:

It was no easy poxition 1 occupled in the family of
this despot.  Kind a8 he was. the least thing insulted
blm. and my !fe was not worth 4 sgap when e was
angered.  Besldes this. 1 was entirely well of the
fever and antious to return ro my home and to civili-
zatlon. One night | explained as tactfully as | could
fo the chief that I was strong enough to march and
that | was desirons of going homd. o my own chief in
order to tell hin, how kind had been my treatmeént at
the hands of the Mangeromas. A little to my sur-
prize, the chlef took my suggestion in good part Avd
geemed rathe i<ed thap otbherwise. He never, I
think. quite forgave me for the cpisode of the mag-
nifying giass,

fe was very kindly, however, ind told me that it I
would wait until the next full moon e wounld take me
‘o & triendly (ribe further np the river, who. In turn,
weald see me well on my way. Tais meant a delay
cf several weeks, hut In addition 1o not wanting o
«fend my benefactor, 1 was more than glad of the
h:lp he promised. 1 had no desire to repeat my for-

Ter experiences in the forests

At lasl the moon was full aad the expedition was
or. apized. 1 was not absolutely sure of how I would
be treated hy the nelghboring Indlans, and 1 am al-

maost ashamed to say that despira the faithful, un-
swerving friendship which the Mangeromas had
shown me [ had it in my mind that they wight ai-
tempt to do me some harm, so hiack was the name
woich popular conception had given them.

I'had und) this time never used my gun, but before
we staited an our jonruey | decided to give them ap
exa I f its power, hoping to awe them, Inviting
and all the tribe to an exhibition, | explained
tha: with the lirtle weapon | éould make great thun-
der and could bore holes in a tree. The chief ex-

igerly. He had heard of such

wined the plstol g
tpors, Le said, but supposed them to be much
r and heavier. ‘This one, he thought, must be a
ned to doubt its power.
nz an assal palm of about nine luches dlam-
‘ter neross the brook, | took steady alm and tired
three tles. T'wo of the bullets went through the
same bole and (he other plerced the trunk of the palm
gbout two Inches higher I'ie chlef himse!f hurried
Across the siream sud examined the holes, He and
some of his men discussed them for about an hour.
The empty shells wh lind been éjected were picked
up by two young . who fastened them iu thelr
ears with coarse wirelike fibres, whereupon a dbzen
other women éerowded about me, beseeching twe to
give thewn more shells. 1 discharged more than' a dozén
of my preclous cariridges to please these children of
the forest, who weré as completely slaves of rashion
as are thelr sisters of more «!rilized lands.

Early the next morning we started up the river.. In
one canoe the chief and 1 sat on jaguar Skins, while
wo savages paddied. In another were four ten
armed with bows and arrows and blow guns, avd a
fitth who acted ax A “wireless operator.” "The system
of‘signalliug which he emploxed was by far the ot
ingenious device | saw while among the. ll'llﬂ.'&

‘ot o

1 he was

cousldering their respurces -and’ the state
civilization 1t was reaily rémarkable, -

¢+ Before the canoes swere ‘launched. one . the min
fastened fwo upright forked sticks at each sigs-of-the
canoe ahout the middie. Abhout threé and a half feet
astern of these acrossplece was ldld on the bottoni‘of
rhe craft.  To this were fasténed two short sticks,
forked. Between each j ir of uprignt forged sticks
was placed a crossplece, thus forming two horizontal
bars. parallel to each other, onie 4 few Inches from the
woitom of the hoat and the other about a foot and a
half above the gunwales

Next four slabs of hard wood. of different thick-
aesses. about three feet joug and eight nches wide, are
suspended from these horizoutal bare, so as to hang
Lengtiwise of the canoe and inelined at an :ugie of
forty-five degrees, ‘h pair of flabs, though sep-
arated by a longitudingl slit, are joined by end pleces
which are finel; earved and painted.

‘fhe operator or the fignal man strikes these slabe
with a heavy wooden mallet or hammer, the bead ot
which is wrapped with an loeh layer of caoutchoue
and then with tapir skln. Each section of the wooden
slzbs gives forth a different tone when struck. and-as
I remember them they were the first four dotes lu the
scale. By means of all the combinatious of these
four notes. and by what corresponds to a dot and dash
system, the operator is able to send any message to
any person who understands his code.

We had.uvot proceeded far up the river when the
canoes came to a stop and our operator began to beag
upon his instrument. He repeated his message sev-
eral times, but. receiving uo answer, we proceeded for
another mlle. Then we stopped and signalled again,
Very faintly came a reply. .| learned afterward that
we were at least five wiles frow the answering station,
Our man was asking It we were welcome, the chiél
told me. It was & momeni of suspeuse for me. Per-
haps we would be repulsed, in which case 1 would
be in a worse plight tban before. Quivering on the
air came the auswer.

Dot, dash, dot, dot, dash. s

Welcomed by “Wireless.”

“We are welcome,” sald the chief, and my heart
pounded with joyousness as the canoes résponded 1o
the sinewy backs of {he paddlers.

Avpother mile up the river and we stopyed again.
The wan in our other canoe was asking how many of
our friends were walting for us.

“Two bundred,” was the aun

“Are any strangers with you?" asked the man up
the river. and the chief read nie the question.

We replied that there was a white man in cur party,

“Is he welcome?" asked our chief.

Again 1 was o a perspiration of suspense, and the
answer was slow In coming

“He is welcome If you will vouch for him,” was
the decision.

The chief replied that I was a great and powerful
friend of his, that I bad lost my pegple and that 1 was
seeking belp in finding them. Afier that there were
no delays, though the operators kept signalilng Inces-
santly.

“Are you armed?" we were asked, ?

“Does the cobra travel without his fangs?” was t
reply of our chief. %

“You must come no further unless you. will leave
your arms in the canoes,” came to us.

“We will do so iIf you will léave yours in the
maloca,” replied our man. a

This was agreed upon, and although I wak scavy
about parting from my pistol, the chief Insisted. tliat
1 should not break faith with his friends, and 1 was
obliged to acqulesce, not without some misgivings.
Loug before we reached & turn In the créek aud came
suddenly im sight of two malocas and a crowd of
men, women, childrén and dogs, the clear, xylophonk:
tones of the answering signals seemed to come from
the water diréctly beneath us.

After the two chiefs had welcomed each other, 1
wis presented to my new friend.

“What is your name?’ he asked.

“Mister,” I sald, knowing that he could not pro-
nounce my real name. He was very much pledseda
with this and repeated it again and agsiu.

“Have you no people?’ he asked. :

“Yes,” 1 replied, “but theéy are far away and | ¢an-
uot reach them.”

The chief expressed sympathy for me and ™M
to help me. This he did handsomely, unam“?-nm
ils men to start me on my jourmey. They escorted tne
« within six hours' walk:of a rubber camp. It toak
me but a few weeks more (0 reach the coast hy'w&n

w

the Branco River, where ! (ook n stepmier "
{quitos, Peru, to New York.

As .1 liave related To' §HOMNEr S106F  my \iren cot
Fades who bad gone by the other tratl chine through
alive, and it s oue of thé most slucere wishes of my
life that I may cue day weer them agalu.




