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THE IRISH QUESTION.

The present determination of Ulster
seems bo be not to become a part of the
Irfsh Free State; although in some
quarters it is felt that the complete
acceptance by Mr. Bonar Law of the
terms of the agreement should go a
long way toward disarming Ulster's
apposition to that dooument. Mr, Law
said in his speech on Friday that the
Government holds out to northern Ire-
land, as an altermative
the agreement which applies to the
south, the very terms which he would
have recommended to Parliament on
his own responsibility.

A _problem that is interesting
speculabors is as to how many
will elapse before Ulster will want to
join the rest of the country, and how
soon economic forces will comped her

to accepting

years

to adopt this course, Ireland is
A economic unit; and after
passion, pride amd prejudice ‘have
worn away . their edges during a
decade or more of quiet trading and
ceful intercourse, union with the
rest of Ireland will bave a m«m“{
\lluring aspect 1
With Mr."Law joining Lord Birkem
vead and many other solid Unionists
the ranks behind the agreement,
rd Carson finds himself more and |
more lonely in his position. 'l'nn.
Bonar Law, who was the leader of |
the opposition in the Asquith days,
suould have come to Asquith's liberal
ew of the Irish situation must be
ery discouraging to Lord Carson
Although lhe has not come to see
t gh 1 to’appreciate that
i Go s  not co-erced
Ul son is helping the

a fashion. His bit
like-
that

ng after
against the agreement Is
ern Ireland
i\nr;(n-r

terness

lv 10 convince soi

is getting something even

than first expected.

Meanwhile,
Free State, must
A tremendous cr
n the decision about to be made. The
split in Dail BEireann may mean 2
referendum in which the Irish elector- |
ato will vote directly on the :\ccom-‘l
ance of the treaty. Unanimity is not|
expected in the country
the Irish® Parliament;
a strohg minority standing out for
full independence is already in.sight.
The republican propaganda has been
past five
absolute

Ireland, the
take

is faces

coming
no false step
the country

to be any

more than in

pushed the
ideal of

too zealously
years to permit the

pendence to fade away overnight.
¢ indications that a majority
Free State are reassuring

g':mﬁ ing. Alll reasonable Ir
men must see that with meagr
military forces, the extremists could
not hope to succeed Britain has
C farthest north in her conces-
ns. Besides, the Naval Armament
nit.tion Treaty being negotiated at

\gton must po destroy
t hope of Irish irreconcilables
that the United States could somehow
70 to the help of an insurgent Irel land.

ively

R
TWO SIDES TO THIS.

5 |

While the reduction in naval
armmaments will no doubt be an excel-

lent thing from some points of vitw }:rimng its character, will be made

the fact remains that it will strike a
very heavy blow at the ship bduilding
wnd allied ‘ndustries in Great Britain
T nemployment, bad enough as conci-
tions are, will be increased to an
alarming extent, rot only in the ship-
yards, but in all other industries the
putput of which is used in naval con-
struction. The result is likely to be
that instead of paying money out of
one pocket, taxpayers must only pay
it out of the other. Money that has
been paid in taxes to keep up the
Navy, will now have to be provided for
local relef work unless, of course, the
money that would otherwise have besn
spent in warship building s devotad
to other public works. With 3 re-
duced number of warships will
naturally come a large reduction in
the personnel of the naval establish-
ment, and the number of boys and
young men who will be taken into the
Navy m future will therefore be
My reduced, thus throwing them
into other lines of industry which are

. alregdy sadly overcrowded. Bloated

armaments may be & menace, but it
is not difficult to see that the conse-
quences of applying a remedy may be
such as o make resulting conditions
even worsé than the disease. Keeping

up Britain’s large fleet has been a cost- |
ly job no doubt, but it has created em- |

‘bait must be tempting them strongly.

without deliberately creating a set of
- conditions which are likely to be
» disastrous in case of accident. A

Whether the claims made were be-

| tion

ANOTHER UNHOLY ALLIANCE?

That there should be opposition in
U. F. O. circles to a political alliance
with the King Liberal Government 1s
logical emough in the opinion of the
Mail and Empire. The leaders of the
movement, such as Premier Drury and
Hen, T, ‘A, Crerar, may, says that
journal, be ready enough to sh'ft over,
because they were once attached to
the Laurier following, and ari. no:
*ven mow, really alienated Bu: for
the purpose of Progreskive propaganda
the organizers had to find
method of clearly distinguishing the
sheep from the goats. They proceed-
ol to emphasize the “corruption, B.g-
Interest Alliance, Campaign fund”’ cry,
charging. that both the old parties
were in servitude to the money barons
of the country.

suwme

The Progressives were
the simom-pure, honest, untainted
patriots doctrine been
preached steadily to the rank and file

This has

of the Progressives, They wegre to be
the “new people’s party” democratic
ally conducted from the common voter
upward, and from the top downward
A crusade was carried on against the

“holders of privilege.

But already whispers are heard
that perhaps an alliance with the King
Liberals would give the Progressi
more voice in the policy of the coun-

try That bait of office is tempting. If

they had their way, Messrs, Drury
and Crerar would probably be glad to
shine in the King galaxy of stars, and
carry with them the great, “independ
“ent, nncorrupted and soul-free” move-

ment to which they had hitched their
political fortanes. Thaere are many
former Conservatives and former, Lib-
erals in the Progressive group—inen
who have been entioed by the plati-
tudes of the improvers of political
morality, and an open alliance with a

Ministry containing Sir Lomer Gouin
and Hon. W. G. Mitchell would hardly
be palatable to them. Mr. Drury and
Mr. Crerar did not make their group.
It made them. But the lure of the King

—_—————————
SAFETY FIRST.
The advice: given by the New

Brunswick Board of Underwriters with
regard to keeping Christmas trees free
from lighted candles, and all inflam-
mable substances, may be prompted
to some extent from motives of self
but the
less sound

interest, advice is neverthe-
and timely. Fires occur
often enough as it is, and from causes

in many cases quite involuntary

heavy increase in the number of fires
which have taken place in Canada,
many of them of a mysterious origin,

i3 one of the adverse developments of | ¢

the past year.

It has usually been the rule when a
fire took place, unless there weére very
obvious reasons for suspecting that
the fire was of incendiary origin, %or
insurance to be paid without guestion.

coming a little “too thick” however,’
or whether it is merely for informa-
sake, the fact remains that m
future every fire, no matter however

the subject of strict investigaton, If
the knowledge that should a fire occur,
the Board of Fire Underwriters will
want to know'the réason why, should
result in greater care and caution be-
ing exercised in regard to dealing with
substances of an inflammable nature,
it will be an excellent thing for the
community,

R
FIELDING AND QUEBEC,

The Toronto Telegram says that the
Hon. W. S. Fielding’s years did not
prevent him from being freely used
in the recent campaign to reassure
business interests that under the Lib-
eral regime the tariff was safe. With
the exception of his mental lapse over
the Reciprocity issue, Hon, W. 8§,
Fielding displayed sound judogment in
making very slight aiterations in the
tariff as he took it over from his Con-
servative predecesers.

“Shall Fielding start another era of
good times?” can safely be put into
cold storage.
It will be noted Hon. W. 8. Fielding
now occupies a much less prominent
place in King Cabinet gossip.
The major force back of the Liberal

“Shortly before one election” nddn
man yesterday “as I was going into
8ir Wiitred Laurier's office, I met
Lord Atholstan (d\anl!nﬂﬁﬁhn)

testant. He was the leader of the

ald, another Protestant, had been &
rd|leader in the rebellion of 1798, Both

Now the election is won the slogan,{ and optimistic regarding the effect

. hero/
m.
Pro-

m:
ing in 1803, as Lord Edward Fittzgen

of Ireland is not Ihmol
Catholic, but Robert BPmmett, thi

ended disastrously, Fitagerald was
shot while resisting arrest, and Jom-
mett was executed. With his last
words he directed that no epitaph
showld mark his tombstone until Ire-|’
land should be free; but nobody knows
where was burled, this being a secret
which the British refused to disclose.
Theobald Wolf Tone another beloved
Irish hero, was a Protestant. So were
Henry Grattan, Thomas Davis, Isaac
Butt, Smith O'Brien and Charles Stew-
art Parnell, So, also, by the way, Is
Captain Robert Barton, one of the Sinn
Fein plenipotentiaries, who signed the
agreement with the British Govern-
ment c

1lustrative.

. (Hamilton Herald.)

It is natural that professional Irish
patriots in the States should view with
alarm the prospect of a contented Ire
land. That would mean that their oc-
cupation would soon be gone. It would

§ LR AL Dl Rl

Ahmhtnnmolpmmpdmnd
- "Wich you could see it ferther if it was higher,
But if & mountalns enywares in thesnaberhood,
Youll know it without stopping to inguire.

L5 '

A hill can get Jower and lower

And yet remain one still,

But beware if it once gets high enuff
Its & mountain insted of a hill

For wen a crick gets big its & river

And a big squert of watter makes a fountain,
So likewise a hill thats a mlle in hite
Immeeditly terns into a mougtain.

A volcano is a mountain

Squerting assorted lava and fire,

Wich the foolish clime up and peek into
But the sensible stay away and admire.

If we dident have hil's and mountains
This werld would be all flat,

But we have, 50 the result is,

Nobody thinks of that

R e R R R R L A
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mean the waning of their political in-
fluence and the drying up of a rich

" You'll never make a mistake in giving a pocket

_knife as a gift to a man or boy, and if you choose it
here you can be sure that he will carry it a long time.
 There are scores of good knives to choose from
here, in all the styles and hnds of handlea that men
and boys like best. ¢

McAVITY’S

1117

M.2540 King St.

source of revenue. One can almost feel
sorry for them, the more so because

—e

THE LAUGH LINE .

@

-
¢
@

of their hopeless blundering. Could
there have been a more egregious blun-
der than the one made by the national

convention of the Friends of
Freedom yesterday when it coupled
with its condemnation

peace settlement its denunciation of

the four-power treaty for maintaining tri

peace in the Pacific as “a betrayal of

American principle ?"

Fiddiing With a Country Afire.
(Toronto Telegram.)

of the Meighen Government is possible
in Ontario only among blind partisans
who take joy in any victory no matter
how dear the cost. The price which
Canada has paid for last
voting is the surrender of Anglo-Saxon

pre-eminence in the counclis of the
nation A traitorous press fn Ontario
threw

of sectionalism; but it was before the
in the west that the
with the Union
went down to

the foreign vole
Conservative party,
Jack at the masthead,
honorable defeat.

Ontario was split over the guestion
whether it was a privilege of a penance
to face the terrible expense of a war
fought on Canada’s behalf and on be-
half of the British Empire. Even a
dearly-bought victory brings discon-
tent in its train, and the party which
scoffed at the menace of war and ham-

taxation and the curtailment of indus-

wake.
were the other: Anglo-Saxon provinces
of Canada split.

is due to the French-Canadians of Que-
bec and the foreign vote on the
prairies.

French-Canada was marshalled to
the polls with the cry of “Avenge Laur-
jer.” 'The Liberal sweep of Quebec
means nothing more or less thant his,
that Arthur Meighen and his party
were bludgeoned at the polls because
Quebec blamed them for the passing
of the Military Service Act, which help-
ed to win the war.

but a kindred slogan of vengeance.

where the newly
way they wish. They were told that
the Conservative party was responsible

for the War-Time Elections Act, which

who had, beyond doubt, the heart and
the vision of Canada. And they, too,
have wreaked their vengeance.

the King victory in Quebec is Dr.
Deslauriers, of St. Mary’s division in

The defeat of the Conservative party|venom.

Wanted Demonstration,
Bobby—Are you the trained nurse
Irish| mamma’ said was coming?

The Nurse—VYes,
of the Irish|trained nurse.

Bobby~—Let's us see some of your
icks.

Edith—I think
wonderful.

Ella—Yes, the trouble is he thinks
Exultation over the rnmpl(‘lv defeat|so,

too.

“He hit me on the koko, yer Hon-
Tuesday's|or.”
“Your head.
“Yes, yer Honor."

“Why

its mite into the collection-box|lish langdage”’"
“I do, yer Honor
French-Canadian vote in the east and|of dis country

Mother—“Willie,
matter how guiet and peaceful things
are, as soon as you
scene trouble
Witlie—*I guess it's
mother.”

Disarmiaament on the Links.

it was

pered the winning of that war made|certain golfer what sort of round he
shameless capital out of the burden of had played, for as he approached the
clubhouse after
try which war inevitably leaves in its|several idle caddies made a rush for
Thus was Ontario split and thus{him,

sayis
“Clean

“No!” he réplied, with tremendous
“Let ‘the d—d things rust!”

“And when we are married,
morn I'll bring the violets.”

“You mean well,
pect all that,
to the breakfast table—that is all I
ask.”

When you see two fellows nodding
The foreign vote of the west was wisely at each other and then look-
marshalled to the polls with a different ing pityingly on
prevyya A Bdison’s statement
is ly a ridi ol just read Thomas >
oS o rl?:ﬁn;)::lliile‘(el r:r:ti::«s 2hat only two men in a hundred are
annot swing an election in whatever intelligent. .

A

. Patient
restricted the franchise in 1917 to those|on earth’s

Young

pathing with his bigger brother)—
Willie dropped the towel in
The man who can exult most over!water and he dried me wetter than
1 was before.

A BIT OF VERSE

'S
2 d

dear, I'm the

At Headquarters.
Jack is

simply

Americanized,

an

you mean?

don’t vou speak the KFng-
1 was never out
in me life.,"

The Young Genius,
how is it that no| 'To die as hard today.

appear on the
begins 7"
just a gift,

quite unnecessary to ask a

leaving the 18th,

ng:

your clubs, sir?”

Her Choice. -0 8,

every

but I don't ex-
Don’t bring a grouch

Vancouver, Dec.
Kindred Spirits

the rest of .the
ou can guess that they've
for Eastern Canada,

"

THE DIE-HARDS.

Whether with backs against the wall
They face the incalculable odds,

Or in the final ditch of all

Stand todefend their fathers' gods;
Though they be ultimately biffed,

I always feel a great regard

For those who have a natural gift
For dying really hard.

But in a war of words and mud,

A war entailing no expense

Of life or Jimb or even blood,

Save in a metaphoric sense,

I'm apt to cast a colder eye,

Nor waste in compliment my breath,
On watriors advertised to die

A violent sort of death,

What of the men. you ask, who made
Those famous fights of other years?
Whaeare are their noble corpses laid
Who died so hard to save the Peers?
Tut! tut! we have them still alive,
For, like Valhalla's heroes, they
From fatal yesterdays survive

And it will be the same again

With those resilient men of steel
Who on the Liverpudfian plain
Rallied about the bold McNelll;
Who put their courage to the touch,
Prepared to bathe in streams of gore,
To prove they loved their Ulster much;
But loathed their Premier more.

For when the windy scrap is through
And both the sides have been to bed,
And on the morrow, we review

The bloody difch to count the dead,
We see no sign of bodies scarred

Or gallant spirits gone aloft;

After the strain of dying hard
They're elsewhere, living soft.

in London Punch.

A e

Mails For Eastern
Canada Destroyed

18—Omne hundred
and fifty sacks of mafl were destroyed
when a car attached to Canafian Pa-
cific train No. 2 caught. fire at Haig,
92 miles east of here, Friday night.
Much of that lost was Christmas mail

FOR HIGH SPEED MACHINES, TRY OUR
EXTRA C LEATHER BELTING

OAK TANNED
D. K. McLAREN, Limited

MANUFACTURERS
Main 112]. 90 Germain St., St. John, N. B. Box 702.

Arcotop Waterproofs

and Preserves Old Roofs.

Gravel, corrugated iron, composition and tin roofs are
quickly restored and render many years of service, by
a single coating of Arcotop—and only one labor cost is
aecessary. Write us for descriptive folder and prices.

Haley Bros.. Limited -:-  St. John, N. B.

Make This An

Electrical Christmas:

ELECTRICALLY AT YOUR SERVICE

Tue (DEBB GJLECTRIC (JO.

Phone M.2152 EBLECTRICAL CONTRACTORS 91 CERMAIN §T.

_— e
Leather Presentables —

are favored this year! Our showing
is excepticnally large, and complete in
every detalil,

We await your visit with interest,

Barnes & Co., Limited

Sip——
Prohibition Rub-Down.

Parent—Well, child, what
the  matter now? SUGAR
Hopeful (who has been

'PINE
INTERIOR
DOORS

the

Montreal, who was elected by 10,000

majority because he sat up nights ex-
empting possible recruits for the Can-
adian army in Flanders Field.

The man who can rejoice most over
the Crerar sweep in the west is the
German or Austro-Hungarian voter
who was kept by the British navy from
going to the help of his fellow-Huns in
Hurope and who was prevented by
Hon. Arthur Meighen from going to the
help of his fellow-Huns in the polling
booths of Canada.

Where there can be least of exulta.
tion and least of rejoicing is in those
Anglo-Saxon communities which paid
more attention to whisperings than to
warnings and which fiddled when the
country was on fire.

Great lniprovement

fn Shipping Business 8

Painless Extraction
Only 25¢

Boston Dental Parlors

Head

527 Main: St.

'Phon
DR. J.

Open 9 a. m. Until 9 p. m. J

For doors
Douglas Fir.

Branch Office
35 Charlotte
e 683 ‘Phone 38

Office

Good clear doors in 5
panels, 2 “styles—4 up-
right and one cross, and
5 cross panels. Bead and

cove mouldings.
in pine or

'Phone Main 1893.

The Christie Wood-
working Co., Ltd.
186 Eric Street.

Hcfe’s a Chance on f-_—“
Planed Refuse Lumber

Priced Reasonably

A substantia’ sav.ng awaits you in this lot ot Planed
Refuse lumber It is good stock, we have p'enty of
it, and can make deliveries promptly.

For Quotatoins 'Phone M. 3000,

Murray & Gregory, I.lmlted

o 5

GIFTS THAT LAST

Grandma is
Still a Girl - ' ;

D. MAHER, Proprietor.

SR

Expected Next Year

Halifax, N. S, Dec. 18—Confident
that there will be a great improve-
ment in shipping business next year

upon’ Canadian industry, Robert W.
Reford, president of the Robert Reford
Company, Limited, arrived here on
Saturday to meet his son and family
who were passengers- on the Cunard
liner Scythia. Mr. Reford said that
normal conditions had practically re-
turned to Montreal during the past

Select your Grgeﬁng' Cards
for Christmas now,

Advertising Calendars a

FLE)

ln.uv-u & Printers
Market Square, St. John.

specialty.
G PRESS,

shipping season, the grain exportshav-

OUR mzw TERM
BEGINS

‘

Tuesday, January 3rd,
Calendars and Rate: Cards
‘maifed to any, address.

Time has silvered her hair. Perhaps it has some-
what slowed her brisk step, too. But she loves
jewels and pretty things as much as she did when
grandfather brought ‘her the quaint locket she
treasures so tenderly. So don't think of some-:
thing *‘useful” for Grandma this Christmas. Use-
ful gifts are sensible, of course, but she would
enjoy possessing something she would not buy
for herself. ;

These are the gifts that will delight her eye:—
Dainty pins of diamonds or pearls. A ring in one

ing established a new record.

“We will have a.great service up
the St, Lawrence next season,” said
Mr. Reford, speaking of the resump-
tlo:} of the Ounard services to Mont-

s

NOW LANDING

Aputmﬂkpmdueuot.hwpme.
: Try a sample order.

cursrmsom,mnm

SUGAR BEET MEAL

of the new styles. ‘A dainty bracelet watch., A
string of pearl beads.

Come in and let us help you make the selection,

L. i"' Sharpe & Son

. Jewelers and Optometrists ¥
it 21 King Street s:.Joh,N.B. 4

really was American prohibition, ax
ils relation to the problem of publ
control of persoumal conduct
describing the history of tt
which led to the passing of
teenth Amendment of the Const
of the United States, and gi
etails of votes in its favor at v
stages, the lecturer showed th
total prohibition was the culminatic
of efforts extending over nearly
century. The history of Great Brital

é%

vance and retreat in the local enfor:
ment of prohibition, the area unde
prohibition increesing as time wen o
Advance in prohibition had been re
dered easier by repéated legal deci
ions, to the effect that brewing an
distilling properties and salooms wer
subject to the police powers of th
state and that prohivition was n
confiscation, but only deprivation ot
privilege.

Factors Leading to Prohibition.

Among the motives and facto
leading to American national prohib
tion were the active propaganda ¢
the Anti-SBaloon League, the teachin
respecting alcohol in elementar
8chools, the desire for “clean” politic
and the desire to make state an
township prohibition successful. Th
repulls of the first year of mnation

hition were admittedly only pa
tial—partly because of the wide C
nadian and Mexican borders ove
ich emuggling at first was easie
ef®n than from overseas. The dome
Y manufacture of alcoholic . drink
b#d increased, but this was a sma
offset to the general result. For th
vast majority of the population eo
cerned in enforcing prohibition, ale
holic drinks had become unol
tainable, or too expensive to be
dulged in frequently.

The lecturer stated that man
Americans had told him that aithoug
they had voted against prohibitio
they would not vote to have it r
moved, The United States afforde
overwhelming evidence of increase
progperity under prohibition and ¢
the diversiom of large sums of mone
to the purchase of better clothin:
food, and so forth, and & raising ¢
the standard of life generally. Rescy
work in large cities had been large!
replaced by preveative work. Drun!
enness and admissions to institutior
showed a remarkable decline. T
“ghort cut” toward removal of - tl
liguor traffic which prohibition. pr
vided promised to be successful !
diminishing poverty and crime.

Discussing the question whethe
prohibition was likely to exercise
sinister influence on the moral fibe
of the peopie, encouraging also othe
“prohibition cranks” to enter (h
fleld, the lecturer said he regarde
such fears as fantastic, governmer
majorities forming an adequate pr
tection. The notion that prohibitio
was the cause of lawbreaking an
perjury had no better foundation tha
in regard to other prohibitions—e. g
of smuggling. Incidentally, it wr
mentioned that in the United State

)oreigners were the chief lawbreakem

Why Prohibition 1s Justified,

While pedantic consistency cou’
not be expected in regulations affec

ing personal conduct, in ‘a dem
cratically governed country the asa!
of an article for consumption woul

probably never be prohibited unles
its consumption could be shown to t"
satisfaction of a large majority of th
people to produce mischief on a scal
Justifying the limitation of enjoymer
of a large part 'of the populatiol
Admittedly rpn*al suasion and &
dividual initiative were healthier an
more valuable motives to secure ten
perance than prohibition, but prohib
tion may be justified if the evil ¢
intemperance is great, and if the su
cess of these moral motives can onl
be secured after many years. Tb
case in favor of enforcement of pr
hibition was rendered stronger whe
@ large majority of the people pe
sistently demanded it, and when
became clear that prohibition could t
enforced.

Dealing with the fundamental que
tion, raised by prohibition, as to ho
to reconcile liberty and aufaority, th
lecturer in a historical review trace
the evolution of the present idea
which is rather one of liberation «
large gtoups of the community froi
oppression—parental, social, indw
trial, or political—than of person:

§ Iiberty, which might easily becom
‘Ilcem, The extent to which con
munal life had necessitated police r
strictions, poorlaw obligations, inte
ference in industrial relations, and i
the parental control of children, an
bad produced severe differential tax:
tion was shown, and the ways |
which coercion had Jed to .extende
Uberty were Hlustrated.

Compulsion Necessary.

The lectwrer, in conclusion, pointe
out that comp is a y ol
ment in gov t, that i

government can only be permaner
with the consent of the governed, an
that democratic government is gover
ment by large majorities. = Majorit
government was practicable and ben
ficial to society only when the welfar
of the majority was given priorit
personal liberty. It failed if
minority demanded the privileg
disobeying laws which ran counte
their own appetites or opinions, I
ized countries there are many e
‘aamples of enactments involving dimi
fshed treedom of action for the man



