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HALF-HEARTED OPPOSITION 1.

ALMOST PREPARED TO QU
DEBATE ON SPEECH FROM

F. M. Sproul. Took all Fight Out of Blustering Mr.
Copp in Vigorous Speech in Which He Scored
the Lying and Misrepresentation by Mr. Rob-

inson’s Followers.

The “dizzy Telegraph and Its Evening Reprint”,
Leaders in Campaign of Slander, Held as a
Laughing Stock for Entire Province--Mr. Sproul
Moves Adjournment of Debate.

$pecial to The Standard.

Fredericton, March 7.—The debate
-on the address in reply to the speech
from the throne is still in progress.

Mr. ‘Copp concluded his speech to-
night and was. followed by Mr.
Sproul, and the House was treated to
the somewhat unusual situation of an

ition on the def: ve.

When Mr. Copp has lost his bluster
and his loud talking and cannot find
anything on which to make what at
least sounds like charges against the
government the bottom has fallen
pretty well out of the opposition.
Mr. Copp was half hearted and seem-
ed to put little interest into his
8peech tonight.

A Fighting Speech,

On the other hand Mr, Sproul was
there with a fighting speech which
provoked a storm on one occasion
and brought frequent outbursts of ap-
plause from the government benches,
fs time dfter time he scored the op-
position for going about the country
making charges which they must
have known to be false and which
they didi not dare to reiterate in the
House or else denied when brought
face to face with their opponents.

Mr, Sproul also scored the oppo-
sition’s  scurrilous - newspaper .cam-
paign and produced data showing
instances of the manfactured news
appearing from time to time
in the St. John Telegraph and some
of the lesser lights. One glowing in-
stance was that regarding the Tele-
graph’s cooked up despatch appearing
ihis week containing a lot of buncomn

bout the annual report of the New
runswick Coal and Rallway Com.
missioners.

The debate was made the order of
the day for tomorrow and before ad-
journment tomorrow night there will,
perhaps, be an end in sight.

An Opposition Caucus.

The opposition had their first cau- C

cus of the session this evening before
the House met. Dr. Sormany had ar-
rived today to take his place in the
House and he was presented, but M,
Lowell of St. John county, who made
his first appearance in the House this
evening, did not attend the caucus for
some reason or other,

The caucus did not last very long
and nothing of importance was taken
up so far as can be learned, except
that an effort was made to stir up
some enthusiasm among the members
of the opposition; but nothing of that
kind has as yet been evident.

One of the matters taken up in the
caucus was the question of what
ought to be done in the debate on
the speech from the throne. Of
course the members of the oppesition
realize that to date they have made a
prelty lame showing and thete is
some difference of opinion as to
whether they had not better just quit
rather than keep 'the thing going
along,

Fredericton, March 7.—The House
met at eight o'clock.

Mr. Wilson presented the petition
of the city of St. John in favor of a
bill ampowering the city to conduct
a plebiscite on the question of intro-
ducing a Commission Plan of govern-
ment in that city.

Mr. Burchill presented a petition
in favor of a bill to amend the incor-
poration of the Tabusintac Boom Co.

Mr. Wilson presented the petition
of .the city of St. John in favor of a
bill to empower that city to fix the
asgessment of James Pender & Cq,
Limited.

Mr. Lowell gave notice of enquiry
regarding the safety of the suspension
bridge, St. John,

Hon. Mr. Maxwell presented the
petitions of the city of St. John in
favor of bills relating' to civic elec-
tions and to assessing of rates and
taxes in the city of St. John. "

Mr. Robinson presented a petition
fn favor of a bill relating to sewers
and waste land in the parish of
Moncton. :

Mr. Bentley gave notice of enquiry
regarding timber cut on crown land
and exported as pulp or pulpWood.

Hon. Mr. Flemming submitted the
statement of the bonded debt of
Sackville.

Mr. Copp Resumes Debate.

Mr. Copp, on the order of the day
being called, said that when he was
speaking in the debate on the ad-
dresg on Friday he was pointing out
that the exports of lumber from the
province in any one year were not a
sure criterion for estimating the cut
on the crown lands. His honorable
friend opposite had said that the cut
on crown lands for 1907 was the
largest in history and if that state-
ment was correct there was a large
amount of money due to the province
a8 stumpage collections in that year
were not as large as then.

rators to province money
iﬁ'ch iu’xemdmm-hoiﬂdhu
i | ¢ statements were not true,
such' insinuations should not be made,

/{demned before the people

He was informed that the sealers now
at work for the crown land depart-
ment were to some extent the same
as those who worked under the old
regime. One of these officials was now
known as superintendent of scalers,
a gentleman for whom he had’ the
greatest respect and who had no
doubt faithfully endeavored to see that
all stumpage due the province was
paid, and no doubt still did so.

The insinuations which had been
made, however, were intimations that
he must have known that st

4sentatives in this House from that
county whenever the government saw
fit to call on elections.

The Valley Raliway.

The hon, leader of the Opposition
had been taken to task by the pre-
mier because of what he said rogard-
ing the Increase in the public debt of
this province by $6,000,000, by guar-
anteeing bonds of the St. John Val-
ley Railway. If obligations of the pro-
vin¢e had not been increased by such
guarantee why did the hon, gentle-
mén when in Opposition in 1907, use
the same argument and send it forth
over this province in B campaigh
pamphlet which they had printed and
circulated. If such ecriticism was
Justified then, it is right for the Op-
position to use the same argument
now,

It had been sought to eriticize his
hon. friend when, as provincial sec-
retary, he had made a short’ term
loan at 5 per cent. The hon. gentle-
men opposite should have been fair
enough to have stated to the House
that at the time such a loan was ne-
gotiated, the money market was very
stringent and' it was almost impos-
sible to borrow money, but when the

the money market some months lat-
er it was easy to get money, so he
was able to effect a loan at 4 per
cent,

Mr. Copp Explains.

He confessed he did not know much
about the legal position of the pro-

was not all collected under the old
government. If this was so, this man
was not- fit to hold his present po-
sition. The government stood con-
for not
having investigated this matter and
having money which was due the
province paid by the lumbermen.

Oh What a Change in Mr. Copp!
| He said on Friday that he beligved
the time had come when definite
steps should be taken to find the reai
value of the crown land of the prov-
ince. The present government had
made it a plank in the platform on
which they had been .elected that a
survey of crown lands be made so
that they might be properly conserved
but three years had passed by since
they had come into power, and nothing
had been done. 0

He had no fault to find with
the paragraph in the speech re-
garding  the proposed amendment
of the public health act if it need-
ed attention, but the House would
learn with interest what amendmént
it was preposed to make to the pub-
lic utilities commission act, The Pre-
mier had not told the House whether
he proposed to add a member to this
body, cut. one -off, or what hei proposed
to do.

N. B. Coal and Railway Co.

A bill had been promised regarding
the New Brunswick Coal and Railway
pany. This nt was of
more interest than on Friday, because
since then copies of the Commission-
ers’ report for the past year on the
operation of the road had appeared
in the newspapers.

His  honorable friends opposite,
when they were in opposition, used
to speak of the great expense of ope-
rating this railway, and they used to
say that money was being spent with-
out service being given therefor.
Under the old government in 1906
earnings of this road amounted to
$44,253.36, and the expenses were
$42,028.50, leaving a surplus of over

2,000 on the year. The following
year the receipts were $40,502.57, and
the year's operation brought about a
deficit of $57.

His honorable friends opposite
greeted these announcements at that
time with horror, as a terrible waste
of money, and said that the public
funds were squandered.

They came into power, however,
in 1908, when the earnings of the rail-
way were largely Increased as a result
of the construction of the National
Transcontinental Railway, and that
vear the earnings of the road amount-
ed to $64,000, but expenses had fn-
creased until they amounted to $56,096
a deficit of $2,000, with such large
earnings.’

The next year earnings were up to
$69,000, but expenditures jumped still
further, so that there was a deficit of
$6,000 that year, while last year the
report showed a deficit of $16,000.

Surely, when one compared "the
statements of these gentlemen before
1908, such great expenditures would
not be expected under their manage-
ment. The House awaited an expla-
nation of these expenditures with
pleasure,

Income and Expenditure.

Regarding the general clause of the
speech relating to the income and ex-
penditure of the province, he felt he
could almost detect the smile about
his honor’s face when he remembered
that he, in years gone by, had support-
ed a government which carried on.the
business of this province on an fn-
come of only about half that of the
present administration, and later on
when he was at the head of an ad-
ministration which ¢ on the
public services of the country on a
revende two or three hundred thous-
and dollars less annually,

Mr. Copp As A Prophet,

The hon. leader of the government
had referred to,some remarks made
by his hon, friend at a political con-
vention at Hampton and he had critic-
ized his hon. friend because there was
not larger representation of farmers.
He believed it was a proper thing to
let electors of every county select
their own candidates, but after those
candidates were selected by their pro-
g constituted convention, it was

e duty of the leader of the to!
step in and do what he could te elect.
!ho:hwut.her farmers, lawyers or
R P S

supporting government.
from Kings county were rather bother-
ed at the candidates chosen at that

convention, and he believed those
| candidates’ would be_the next repre.

vince in tion with the Albert
Southern Railway.The attorney general
sald that the province had no lien on
the property that would prevent rails
being taken up and sold. The former
attorney general did not agree with
him, and he refused to allow the rails
to be taken up. Mr. Trueman then
applied for permission to take up the
rails and sell them, but Hon. Mr,
Pugsley refused to allow it, and told
him if he attempted it he would take
out an injunction.

It was only when the present gov-
ernment came into power that their
political friends at Sussex were al-
lowed to do this. He never had said
and would not say that Fowler and
Jonah were going to squander money
or defraud creditors, but he did say
that the only excuse the government
had for allowing the rails to be tak-
en up and sold, was that they should
see to it that the proceeds were dis-
tributed among creditors pro rata.

‘What happened in the county of Al-
bert had created a suspicion that all
was not fair and honest and it was
the duty of the government-to have
interfered to see that tie money wen
into the right channelg and to th
right parties.

The Public Works,

The first plank and the prineipal
plank in the honorable gentlemen’s
platform when they were in opposition
was that all public works should be
put up to tender, and contracts award-
ed to the lowest tenderers.

They ,criticised the old administra-
tion, because, they said, money was
being wasted on the public works,
and if they meant anything at all,
they meant that was not the proper
way to spend'the people’s money,

Look over the province, and gO
over the Auditor General’s report,
and it would be found that under the
present administration thousands and
thousands of dollars are spent on the
public works by day's work, and cost-
ing as high as one hundred per cent,
for inspection. In some recent ad-
dresses, made by himself and his col-
leagues, they had referred to these
matters, and they had been mis-repre-
sented and severely criticised for so
doing in the press supporting the ad-
ministration, but he would tell the
government that their newspaper
critics would have to be more fertile in
excuses before they could disabuse
the public throughout the province
of the conviction that public monies
are being wasted.

Expenditure Criticised.

He could not think that the Hon-
orable Chief Commissioner realized
the position he was being put into
by those who had spent some $140,-
“000 on public works and bridges in
this province without tender contract.
It was no answer to criticism of the
government’s course in this regard to
say that the old government was dis-
honest.

The old government was not mow
on trial. The present administration
was now on trial, and he charged that
they ‘were not keeping their pledges
and promises made to the people to
put up all public works to tender and
contract.

He did not complain of the number
of bridges that were. being built, but
he did say they were costing twice
as much as they should. There were
lots of bridges that should be built,
but the government was spending
too much on bridges they built so as
to give their friends something to do.

Another Complaint.
He called the attention of the At

istration of justice was being admin-
istered in some counties of the prov-
ince. He had no complaint to make
of the men chosen in his own county
except for a fow minor officials. They
;tnre men of good standing and abii-

.

He did not complain because the
Attorney Gceneral selected his politic-
al friends to do crown business that
he or the Solicitor General were un-
able to do, but when he told this
House that he was bound to take the
advice of his political supporters in
selecting such men he laid down a
doctrine that was dangerous to follow
in all casés.

Albert County Justice.

He would say to the hon. Attorney
General and to the House, that in
the county of Albert, the administra-
tion of justice was a disgrace to the
province, If the Attorney General

county of Albert and find out, He

\

present provincial secreary went to]l

torney General to the way the admin- | fri

did not know it he should go to the|
did not .ask him to appoint. friends|
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Chatham, Mar, e
air craft .has .been
this viefnity for s
| ¥ ¥ enorn
veracity goes u Honed. 3

The strange it of the story Is
that this particular’ conveyance tra-
vels thé ether withouit apparent planes
and seems capable of staying up for
days without al 8. During the
past three days it 8 been sighted
from several villages round about,
but it has never been known to alight.

Last night it was seen by parties in
Chatham township, when it was brilli-
ant with_lights. For a time it float-
ed along about 100 feet from the sur-
face of the earth, Suddenly with a
great whirring it rose to a greater
altitude and soon disappeared in the
distance.

i o il
FUNERAL OF THE LATE
JAMES J. PIERCE.
Chatham, Mar, 7.—The funeral of
the late Jas,J. Pierce took place this
afternoon starting from his late re-
sidence, King street, at 2 o’clock. Ven.
Archd n Forsyth ducted the ser-
vites in St. Paul’s church and the re-
mains were interred in the church
burial ground. In spite of the long dis-
tance from the house to the church
there were many present to pay their
last tribute of respect to the depart-
*The pallbearers were Col. J. D. B. F.
Mackenzie, Danlel Ferguson, Patrick
Connors, Samuel Habberley, G. B. Fra-
ser and Dr. Baxter.

e,

of the Opposition in that county, but
if he could not find men in his own
party with honesty and ability to pro-
perly look after the administration of
Jjustice there, he should send in men
from other parts of the province,

Hb said this not from hearsay, but
from his own personal knowledge and
the hon, Attorney General could very
quickly learn the facts if he would
make inquiries,

He and his collcagues had been
very severely criticized because of
some remarks they made in meetings
recently held in Westmorland county.
He admitted having made observa-
tions and he proposed to repeat them.
If he was not correct, the Auditor
General's report was to blame and
not he because he had quoted only
from that report. His friend and
colleague (Mr, Sweeney) did refer to
monopolies and particularly to the
New Brunswick Telephone Company,
He (Copp) believed the New Bruns-
wick Telephone Company was a mon-
opoly that was bleeding the people of
thi: province.

on, Mr. Hazen—How about your
end Frank Carvell? o
Mr, Copp said he was not here to
defend Mr. Carvell and he did not care
anything about his connection with
the telephone company. When the
leader of the government admitted
he is a stockholder in g telephone
monopoly, he pleaded guilty to betng
one of those bleeding the users of
telephones in this country,

A Gallery- Play.

He had sald at a meeting in St.
John and he would repeat that he did
not eare who were aristocrats and
autocrats, but. give him the co;

ple. The Liberal party had

n the ds ‘of the common peo-’
ple and areoduxe llr{iondl of the
common people today. He' believed it
was the thing to discuss these
things the closer we get to
‘t):e common people the better we will

alvays

LAURIER TRIES TO STAY
PANIC IN LIBERAL RANKS

5 MERELY A
GAIT DODGE

Alleged Endorsement Of Reci-
procity By Western Farmers
Is Sent Out By Liberal Party
Boomers.

[—

Ottawa, Mar. 7.—It fs noticeable
that resolutions in favor of the re-
ciprocity agreement are beginning to
come in from grain growing districts.
These are not spontameous. They are
part of an organized campaign In-
spired by the government and worked
by two or three of the Liberal politi-
cal leaders of the grain growers’ as-
sociation,

James Bower and Roderick Mac-
Kenzie have been here from the west
for some time and are engaged in
what may. be described as a political

.| publicity campaign for exploiting the

Liberal policy and to get the farm-
ers to commit themselves to the re-
ciprocity agreement before they are
given an opportunity to understand it.

These two men are now Liberal
workers of the meost pronounced type,
and are in daily consultation with
members of the government in pur-

suance of the campaign they have in-
stituted. The expectation is that they

L{will be well paid for their services

if they can swing the west into line
with the government at the next elec-
tion.

They have called upon the farmers
in all the districts to pass resolutions
wholesale and send them to Ottawa in
order to stampede parliament into the
idea that the agreement is universally
popular. They are giving out inter-
views which some “hewspapers print,
but these interviews carefully avoid
talking of the demands of the farm-
ers as put forward by the big deleza-
tion. Bower and MacKenzie have be-
gun to use the parliamentary press
lleries headquarters for their cen-

of activit:

WEER WS
SUEK ON

“Uncrowned Queen” Of Mada-
gascar Fined $17500 For
Obtaining Money’ Through
Frauds.

London, Mar. 7.—Mrs. Hlizabeth
Horne, the well' known spiritualist
and preacher of the ancient theory
that the earth is flat, was/ assessed
$17,500 damages in the King's bench
division of the high court of justice to-
day for fraudulent representations
regarding alleged concessions in Mad-
agascar. {

Accerding to the allegations, Mrs.
Horne's victims were many. She col-
lected in the neighborhood of $150,-
000 on the pretense that she had a
c i in Mad ar that would
yield gold and diamonds to the value
of $50,000,000.

The prosecutor in the present case
fs the owner of a livery stable in a
suburban town., He was so impressed
with the stories told by the defend-
ant, that he regarded her as the “un«
crowned” queen of Madagascar. It is
expected that other suitg will be press-
ed,

FAOM TAPE +
10 “BAEKS”

Former Montreal Haberdasher
In Trouble In New York
Over a “Get Rich Quick”
Scheme.

New York, N, Y, Mar. 7.—George
H. Munroe, the former Montreal ha-
berdasher, who after conducting a
notorious “stock laundry,” 'in New
York, had a short but sensational ca-
reer in Toronto, where he exploited
the Bernal motors, the Bartlett Mines,
and an appliance for the prevention
of railroad accidents, was placed on
trial in the United States circuit
court today, charged with using the
mails to defraud. His brother Alex-

on | ander' Munroe, who was indicted with

him has never been arrested, though
postoffice inspector O'Brien has visit-
ed both Montreal and Toronto in at-
tempts to locate him.

The charge upon which Munroe was
put on ftrial today dates back to 1907,
when he cut such a dash in New
York while he was running what was
known as the “biggest stock laundry”
in New York, washing over $2,000,000
worth of Montreal and Boston copper

stocks.in a few weeks,

“larrive on Friday and will

Only a Few Lliberals
Heard Sir Wilfred’s La-
‘bored Address on Reci-
procity.

e -

His Speech Showed That
He will Try to Force the
Obnoxious Measure
Through.

R

Major Currie, in Effective
Reply, Says Proposed
Plan will Endanger Can-
ada’s National Spirit.

—_—

Special to The Standard.

Ottawa, March 7.—8ir Wilfrid to-
day spoke on reclproclty in a desper-
ate effort to stay the panic which has
seized the Liberals. He defended the
reciprocity agreement on every point,
proclaimed it a great boon for the
country and showed every inten-
tion to force it through. The attend-
ance of Liberals was unusually slim
for go important a speech.

He began with the declaration that
the policy of the government had met
with the enthusiastic approbation of
a majority of the Canadian people. He
knew that it had not been universally
accepted and that an organization had
been created in Montreal and Toron-
to to fight it, however he saw no
cause for alarm. He repeated the
argument that Canada always has de-
sired reciprocity,

As to the Conservatives, Mr. Fos-
ter had declared that the Conserva-
tive party abandoned reciprocity in

Sir Wilfrid YLaurier recalled the
tentative negotlations at Washington
in 1892 and 1894, and the fact that
the tariff of 1894 had cantained an
offer of mutual free trade in 8 nrum.

er 1897,
The Case Against Him.

The case against him on this point
rests on utterances, one a statement
in the House of Commons in 1898,
Second, a statement at the Imperial
Conference of 1902, and third, a de-
claration at a manufacturers’ dinner
in 1901, that Canada would
treat the Americans when they asked
for reciprocity as they had treated

| her,
| He ignored the first and third of
{these and dealt only with the sec-
iond, contending that the context
|showed that he still expressed a de-
|sire to improve the trade relations
| between Canada and the U. S.
| From this he passed into an attempt
|to meet the argument that the govern-
ment had no mandate. He dissented
from the doctrine that the government
could initiate nothing that had not
been discussed in the preceding gen-
eral election. He attempted to meet
the “Let well enough alone” argument
by asking, “Is this Canada or China?”
Continued on page 2.

THE LANCTOT
 GRAFT CASE

The “Plunder” Of The Sorel
Ship Yard Is Now In The
Hands Of Elections Com-
mittee.

—

Ottawa, March 7.—Inquiry into the
charges made by Mr. Blondin, M. P.,
for Champlain, that “plundering” has
been going on at the government ship-
yards at Sorel, and that Adelard
Lanctot, M. P, for Richelieu, had his
house painted by government work:
men, was taken up by the committee
on elections and privileges of the
Commons today. No evidence was
heard, but the preliminaries were ar-
ranged, and the inquiry will go on
next Tuesday. Both sides will be
represented by counsel, and the ques-
tion of whether this counsel will be
paid for by the government will be
decided later.

Mr. Lanctot denies the allegation
and says, while the work was done by
the government men he paid for it,

NA. BRYCE
T0 OTTAWN

Oitawa, March 7.—Hon. Jamesg
Bryce, British ambassador at Wash-
ington, is coming to Ottawa. He will
be the
guest of Earl Grey at Government
House. The ambassador was here
last year and discussed with the pre-
mier a number of questions of an in-
ternational character, but his coming
this time is of especial interest in
view of the reciprocity debate. He
will spend the week end here,

UNGLE SH
IND MEXIO

20,000 U. S. Soldiers To Be
Mobilized On Border Of Re-
public—President Says The
Move Has No Meaning.

Washington, D. C., March 7.—~The
most extensive movement of troops
and war vessels ever executed in this
country in time of peace is now un-
der way by order of the president as
commander in chief of the army and
navy, the objective being the country
north of the Mexican boundary and
waters of the two oceans at either
end of it.

Twenty thousand soldiers, more
than one-fourth of the army of the
United States of all arms of the ser-
vice, are moving toward the Mexican
border; four armored cruisers, com-
prising the fifth division of the Atlan-
tic fleet have been ordered from north-
ern waters to the naval station at
Guantanamo, Cuba, and most of the
Pacific fleet is, or shortly will be, on
its way to assemble at San Pedro and
San Diego, California, and 2,000 mar-
ines are preparing to make the Guan-
tanamo their temporary headquarters.

It was officially announced at the
white house and at the war and navy
departments today that the purpose of
this great mobilization, unprecedented
save in war times, is the training of
officers and men under .service condi»
tions, and practice in co-operation be-
tween the land and naval forces. The
real significance of these activities,
which have been confined, apparently,
to last 48 hours, or less, is thought
to relate very directly to the condi-
tions in Mexico, and to the growing
belief that the situation there is by
no means so satisfactory as the Mexi«
can government would have it belieye
ed to be,

e o

AT T

St. John Candidate Failed Of
Election For Representation
On Board Of I. C. R. Provid-
ent Fund.

Special to The Standard.

Moncton, Magxch 7.—The counting
of hallots for the election of two rep-
resentatives for the employes on the
Provident Fund board of the govern-
ment railways was finished today and
resulted in the election of W, P.
Hutchinson, train despatcher, and
J. W. Nairn, Jocomotive engineer, botix
of Truro. Both have served before.
The vote-——Hutchinson, 1830; Nairn,
1704; W, M. Thompson, conductor,
Moncton, 5, Thomas Ryan, master
mechanic, Rived du Loup, 1128; W.
H. Collins, checker, St. John, ¢ H.
B. Gordon, conductor, Moncton, 492,
Hutchinson and Thompson were mems
bers of last year’s board,

NO TRUTH IN
BOSTON VAR

Moncton Vics. Have Not Ar-
ranged Hockey Games In
Hub—AIll Negotiations Are
Off.

Special to The Standard.

Moncton, March 7.—There is no
truth in the Boston despatch publishs
ed in, a St. John paper of this even-
ing in regard to hockey. No arrange-
ments have been completed for the
Moncton champions to play Boston,
since the first arrangement was can-
celled by the Boston people. Man-
agers of the Moncton team say that
all negotiations are off.

HR P SENE A

THE FEVER
IN OTTAWA

Ottawa, March 7—A canvass of all
the physicians in Ottawa today fixed
the number of typhoid patients in
their care during the present epidemio
as about 1,200. This is understood
to be a rather conservative estimate,
It was found that each medico aver-
aged about 20 cases. The number is
|considerably greater than that given
out by the local board of health, which
today reported 833 cases,




