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Although among Ontario Pro-
hibitionists there has been quite
general disappointment—not to use any stronger
term—in reference to the conditions under which the
referendum is to be submitted, it seems probable
that a very vigorous campaign will be carried on
with the hope and purpose of securing the adoption
of the Prohibitory Liquor Act by the popular vote
on the subject to be taken next December. A mani-
festo of the Domimion Alliance on the subject
has been published in pamphlet form for distribu-
tioa throughout the country. It is accompanied by
two leaflets, one of which urges Prohibitionists to
vote in full strength, because, if they stayed away
from the polls, the result would be a nominal victory
for the liquor traffic. . The figures would make it ap-
pear that public opinion had undergone a change,
and the explanation that many workers had stayed
at home would not be everywhere accepted, It is
also stated that ** the last plebiscite was taken under
conditions that were unfavorable to Prohibitionists,
It did vot represent their full strength. They can
poll in Deceniber a very much larger vote than they
polled in r8¢8. Doing this will make their position
before the public and before the Legislature even
stronger than it is now. They have before them an
opportunity to add strength to the prohibition move-
ment and hasten the triumph of the prohibition
cause.’’. The Prohibitionists of the Province appear
also to be taking vigorous action to secure in the
approaching Provincial elections so far as possible
the nomination of candidates pledged, if elected, to
strive for the enactment and enforcement of legisla-
tion prohibiting the traffic in intoxicating beverages
to the extent of the ascertained power of the Prov-
ince,

Freparing for Battle,

O
Reports published some weeks
The Courtemafinled o g0, but yensrally-discredited, to-
Australians. the effect ihat certain Colonial
soldiers in South Africa bad been tried by court-
martiat on the charge of cruelty to Boer prisoners
and had been sentenced, some to death and some to
imprisonment or transportation, have been renewed
in such explicit form as seems to leave no room for
doubt as to their truth, The soldiersso severely
dealt with are said to be Australians, and some of
them at least were officers, The London - corres-
pondent, Mr. I. N. Ford, alludes to the matter in a
letter under date of March 31 as follows : The story
told in these despatches several weeks ago about the
trial and execution of Australians for atrocities in
retaliation for Boer outfages has reached Melbourne
and caused excitement. The details have been
known in military circles here through a leakage
from the War Office, but have been kept out of the
newspap Lord Kitch 's rig enforcement
of discipline can hardly escape observation when
Parliament meets.
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. A’ recent advance in the price of
The Beef Trosh: (eoh meats, which, we are told,

it is congervatively estimated will take $100,000,000
from the people of the United States to swell the
profits of the ‘‘Beef Trust,” has served to call
special attention to the operations and methods of
that colossal combination, *‘Absolutely controlling
trade aggregating $600,000,000 annually, the un-
official combination of interests known as the Beef
Trust,"” says the NVNew York Hevald, ‘'has succeeded,
after many years of organization and expansion, in
so completely dominating the provision markets of
the United States that independent competition iy
killed. The strategic policy of the Beef Trust has
become steadily more despotic and aggressive, un-
til wholesale and rétail butchers in New York and
other cities who will not sign the iron clad agree-
ment of the Chicago combination are dtiven out of
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business by scores, both by being cut off from sup-
plies and being openly undersold by agencies espec-
ially established for the purpose of crushing com-
petition.”” Of this $600,000,000 of yearly business,
all but some $40,000,000 is said to be handled by
only four firms who co-operate to the smallest de-
tails of regulating supply and demand, from the
stock yards to the retail markets. These four firms
are Armour and Co., Swift and Co.,, G. H. Ham
mond und Co. and Nelson A. Morris and Co. Mat-
ters are so arranged between these great firms that
natural competition in the meat trade is strangled
In the purckase of supplies from the stock yards
they refrain fro.g bidding against each other, and
whenever independent buyers show pernicious
activity, the Beef Trust men by united action and
undmtuvndlng sweep the yards clean of stock, so bar
ring out competition, and advance prices to & point
at which the opposition cannot market its purchases
By such means and by special rebates obtained
illegally from railroads, the Trust is able to place

products at any point in the country ata cost
which enables it to kill out, by temporarily under
selling, any competition which may be offered by
deslers who kill their peef in their own country
gide.”” And not only in the purchasing market,
but in the selling market, competition must be
crushed. The wholesale butchers were asked to
sell the Trust's products on commission instead of
buying from the farmers. If the dealer consented
competition was by so much removed and the farm.
er's industry by so much embarrassed; if the dealer
declined, the Trust promptly opened an agency in
his territory and pushed Western beefl at prices
which compelled submission on the part of the deal
er. In the same way commission dealers were
crowded out of business or compelled to accept such
positions and salaries as the Trust might grant
them. It would appear that the Beel Trust, now
feeling secure from effective competition, has raised
the pxsu: of meats to sach a point as to call forth a
vigorous protest from the retail sellers of New Vork
and to make the price of fresh meat almost prohib
itive for a considerable pmgoﬂlon of the city 's popu-
lation. Whether or not the agitation against the
‘Beef Trust will have any practical results remaing
to be seen, but it at least serves to call attention 1o
schemes and methods grevnllin in the business
world of the present, which tend to prowote (adus
trial and commercial oligarchies as soulless and as
tyrannous as any which the political world has
seen.
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The reports widely published in
Dawsoa a0t Desseled: ;004 States asd Oanadins
papers of an impending exodus from Dawsos which
would leave that town in a practically deserted con
dition appear to have been largely, if not whally,
fictitious, and are explicitly contradicted in a state
ment published by Mr. Saylor, United States, consul
at Dawson. Mr. Saylor says that there is absolute-
1y no truth whatever in the rumor publish®d, “The
statement that a business panic prevailain Dawson
and that the miners are deserting the creeks, is also
entirely false, From al investigation | am
able to say that the business men of the com ity
have the utmost confidence in the future of Dawson,
and are pt:rrlng for the heavy summer trade,
Concerning the creeks I have within the past week
visited B Eldorado, Dominion, Sulphur,
Gold Run, and Hunker creeks, u which the
greater portion of the work of the district is done,
and have found that operations are progressing satis-
factotily upon all of them. . Mining men generally
with whom 1 have conversed regard the outlook as
very hopeful. They expect that the clesn-up of the
present season will compare very favorably with
that of previous years. Preparations for the summer
work are well under way, and a demand for addition-
al men will manifest itself very shortly.”” Mr.
Saylor adds that he is at a loss to explain the origin
of the false which have been spread abroad,
and believes they should be denied as forcibly as
ble. There are no indications apparent either
mining or commercial circles which justify any
such statements as have been published. At the
present time (Mar. 29) everything points to an active
and jus season both asjregards the mining
the business interests of Dawson,
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Advices from South Africa tell of
Sory Sesies. Bty continued and severe fighting on

in South Africa.  March 31st, in the neighborhood of
Hart's River in the southwestern Transveal belween part
of General Kitchener’s forces and the forces of Genersle
Delarey and Kemp resulting in the repulse of the Boers
and heavy loases on both sides. Lord Ki chener's report
forwarded from Pretoria on April 3rd, says : ‘' General ;
Kitchener, (Lord Kitchener's brother), sent Colonels o8
Kelt and Cookson from Vriekull, Western Transvaal, .
March 3ist, to go towards Hart's River. They. soon
struck the track of guns and carrfed on a runnivg
fight for eight miles, following the track through the
bush Hmerging on a plain, large Roer reinforcements
advanced against their flanks, forcing the British
troops to take up a defensive position, which they
hastily entrenched, Fighting ensued at close quar-
ters untll the Boers were repalsed on all sides. Delarey,
Kemp and other leaders valnly attempted to
persuade thelr men to renew thelr attack, Fifteen hun-
dred Boers participated in the engagement, butl they had
suffered too heavily and cleared away to the northwest
and south. The British losses were also severe,. The

Canadisn R fles especially distinguished themselves:
one party, commanded by Lieut. Bruce Carruthers, hold-
ing its til every man was killed or wounded.
(N‘cuo the forces showed great steadiness, allowlng
the Boers. to advance within two bundred yudn of them
and repelling them with a steady rifle e, A despateh
receivedipy Governor-General ed Minto dated Kleln-
hart's River, March jist, states that the Second Can.
adian Mounted R:'fles had nine non-commimioned « Hoorsy
and men killed and forty nou-commissioned offiowrs and
men wounded, among whom were L'. R H. Ryan, of
Keutville, N. 8 ,wounded severely in the foresrm, Lt Goo
B McKay, of Montreal, in the hand, Lt, «. ¥ Markbsm
of 8t. John, in the arm and Lt. W. Loudon ¢f Toronto, is
the sboulder. The three latter are reported alighily
wounded. The gallant behaviour of the Canadisua in
this engagement has received the highest pralse
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The referendum held st Wodues

The R
he Rehwonduin i day in Manitobs on the Prohibitery
Maaitobs

Liquor Act resulted 1a the 1 jeation
of the Act, This result was nor generslly unexpeciod
but the largeness of the vote polled and of the majority
sgainst the Act excite surprise. We have ot seen any
which i be based o8 complets re |
turns, but it seema probable thaet the total vote will sot 3
b Tewn than o8 000, and that the majority agalast the
Act will be more then Sooo. These fgures are In
startling contrast with the figures of the Pleblacite taken
in 8ol whet the total vote waa 15 397 and the majority
Fa favor of peobibition ¢ 441, In explanstion of this
apparent change of sentiment, It ls to be considered that
in 188 the wote wai On grohibition as o principle, as
applisd to the whole Dominlon, and alic as having

reference o the manafacture, importation and all ¥
whiolesale bDusiness a8 well ws to the sale of
Hguor within the Provines. It i not improb-
able, therefore, that a good many who voted

* Yes'' in the Plebescite would fall to cast au affirmative
vote for the Manitobs Act, regarding such a measure of
partial ibition as necessarily ineflective. Then there
is clear gvidence that the leading prohibitionists of the
Provinge were by no means united {n the «ffort to-secure
an afficmative vote on the referendum. Many of them
had been greatly exasperated atthe course pursued by
the Government in calling for a referendum on the Act,
after the party had made Provincial Prohibition a plank
in the platforms on which it had gone to the country in
the last general electiots and had obtained the popular
endorsement. So stroug was the feellng against the Gov-
ernment that the Manitoba Branch of the Dominion
Alllsnce had taken decided ground against the referen-
duny, and had lssned a proclamation, urgently requesting
prohtbitionists in the Province to abstain from voiing on
April snd. Other Prohibitionist leade s, it is trae, took
& different course and soaght to promote a large sffirma-
tive vote, but the course pursned by those who rejected the
referendum no doubt largely influenced the result. As
a further explanation of the result it is slleged by pro-
hibitionists that the grossest frands were practised on
the part of the liquor meun ia the eleciion especa'ly in
Winnipeg and its vicinity, men recording votes. where
they and as often as they pleased. Certainly the
record of the liquor trafficis not so exalted as to make
these allegati probable. But whatever may
be the facts in this connection it is evident that provin-
cial prohibition in Manitoba has for the present suffered
defeat. But perhaps the resuit is not really so much of
a defeat for the cause of temperance reform nor so m}n‘:h
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of.a viciory for the liquor basl as those i
it-‘mldﬁe!y"




