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Live News and Views

No.

of the United States, it was rqaorud'
that only 62 were “authorized by the |
American Federation of Labor.”

.

‘Canadian Labor Press
- Sends Staff Represent-
ative to Great Britain

{ada taking a deep interest in adult
| education. .

Mr. Gunn, although a self-educated
man, bolds a position of lecturer in
one of the University of Toroate Col-
leges and has acted as examiner for
Toronto Usiversity students, comse-

E—r}eat Labor
Chieftain Passe

Death Came Quietly at San Antonio, Texas

= A gpjcultural
igration
in Canada

American Federation of Labor, Mr.!|
Gompers was constantly calleé¢ npon |
{to awert threatened schisms in the |
jorganization, and to bring mgeﬂnré
factional elements which dnnloved‘
{from time to time By his efforts
icomipromise after compromise was |
leffected, and the unity of the federa- |
Settled Many Strikes jtion was maintained. Throughout
Gompers was credited with settlid§ {he was a staunch advocate of the |
more strikes than any other Labor |“trade union™ system of labor organ-
man in history. He served on “’m!intfon as opposed to the “industrial

$

San Antonio, Texas.—Samuel Gom
pers, veteran president of the Ameri-
can Federation of Labor, died berc
at 4.05, December 13

Two hours before he pussed oway
Compers sald: “Nuree, thig is
end,” he said in a low voice,
he added firmly: “God Gless ouf Am- | council of natiomal defense and kept
erican institutions, may they grow |;n. Labor forces behind the givern-
better day by day.” ment

Gompers wag taken il In ,\lrxlrn? Gompers was married to Sorise
City, Mexico, and wag rushed Julian, an English girl who came to
to the United Statey when he in | this country obout the same time he
o'sted that if he was to die he want- | did. She died in March, 1920
ed to die “at home.” He arrived here Gompers was remarried on April 14,
December 12, and although his con- |00 10 Gertrude Neuscheler
dition was critical, physiclans were |
hopeful that e would recover !

He took a turn for the worse dur-| Samuel Compers, President of the
ing the night, howevér, and death | American Federation of Labor
resulted December 13,

According to Dr. W.
bis physician, who accompanied nlm"nm-r 2 long journey from Mexico
here from Mexico CHy, Gompers | ity where he had been attending a
death was due to a condition whied | Labor convention.
bad been acute for about a year and
& half and which was aggravated hy: TN of Bben Haniens

'“"‘in

over 40 years. @led at San Antonio,

lers of

| coterie” of small locals to’ a national

organization with a membership of | four years

{ more than 3,000,000 spent several of

civic and national committees. DuF |ynjon” system, and his efforts and |
g the world war he served as chair- | 13,050 of his followers developed the |
Thet | man of the Labor committee of hte | smerican labor movement along the |

for |

Samuel Gompers. “dean of Ameri- | apprenticed to a shoemaker.

{ ean labor leaders,” one of the found- (rade was not to his liking, however, | triet in which he settles, the
the American Federation of and he

{ Labor, which he saw grow from a |father and while working as a cigar- environment.

|
|
|

lines of the former plan. He was|
constantly ealled upon by unifoms af- |
filiated with the federation to act nf
arbitrator-and mediator in labor dis-
putes, and he probably settied by his

{ population from

What Possibilities Exist for the British
ﬁprm Worker in Canada

s

- L -
Puring the Svhele cighteenth ecentury, the total movement of
arope to the New World was less than that which

tnok place S a'siigle rear at the end of the nineteenth dentury.
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individual efforts more strikes thap | the opening veass af the twentieth century, this movement swelled !

any other man in labor history

Was Born in Londen

Samuel Gompers was born in Lop- |
don, England, January 21, 1850. His |
{ather was a cigarmaker and Samuelf
was the eldest of eight children. His |
mother was a woman of excellent |

|

8. Cockrell, | Texss. on Setirday. T mber 13th education and through her influence

he was led to study. Notwithstanding
the fact that at the age of tem he
began to help his father support the
family
sixth to hig tenth year and was then%
This |

learned the trade

maker attended even'ng school for!

He came to the United States when

the later years of his lite in fighting | he was thirteen years old and worked
s |
autocracy abroad and radicslism In g 2 cigarmaker in New York city

{ organized labor at home.
{ In a career filled with persistent
{ and vigorous efforts from his 15th
| year “to improve the conditions of
{workers,” Mr. Compers became

life. By the force of his eloguence

nd bhe wor over the solid
Jand_pstriotism be won ove

of Labor for the United States Gov-
! ernment when it entered the war

| The conflict ended, he went to
| Paris where he helped to organize
{the International Labor Congress
| Pive of its temets were incorporated
{in the Peace Treaty. They were:
1, Labor is not a commodity; 2, An
international 8-hour day; 3, A stand-
ard and adequate living wage: 4,

SAMUELGOMPERS
PRESIDENT A.F.OF L.

the high -altitude of the Mexican
capital where the Labor leader had
gode to attend the Pan-American

1abor: couference. | Bqual pay for menm and women for
“The Chief Is Gone” | equal work, and 5, Prohibition of
On Saturday morning at 4.10, Ches- | .puq 1abor,

ter I. Wright, press representative of | Outspoken fn his views om public
the American Federation of Labor‘:qmuw'. Mr. Gompers de many
eame out of the sick room and said |, ... oiey as well as staunch sup-
to newspapermen gathered in the Dorters. He ch i Ge e
g with Maving helped precipitate the
world struggle, blamed prohibition

“Boys, the chief is gone.™
t |
Failing heart action caused by the | for causing “unrest” ‘on the-Tinited

al
{ unique figure in American publici

gruelling trip from Mexico City,
brought on GCompers’ death, Wright
said.

Between 3.456 o'clock and 4 o'clock
QGompers grasped tée hand of one of
hig associates, asking for his wife in
a faint volce.

“Please send for my wife, I know 1
am dying,” he begged.

It was within ten minutes after he |
spoke these words that he died, ac-|

cording to Wright.

After ' Gompers’ death was an-
nounced men with iron grey halr, in
wrinkled business suits, stood i
front of his door and cried—un-
ashamed.

These men, every one of them lead-
ers in the Labor world—spoke hardly
a word They were too moved by
the death of thelr chief to talk,

Born In London Slum
Samuel Gompers, the controlling
spirit of organized Labor in the
United States, wag born in the slum
quarter of London, January 27, 1360.
He came to. America at the age of
13 and was & naturalized American
citisenn when he reached 21
He was an apprentice in the cigar
trade when he crossed the ocean and
contihued in the tobacco work, bheing
made pregident of the International
Cigar Makers” Union shortly  after
jolning, from which office he nwver
was removed.
When the Awlerican Federation of
- Labor wag organized in 1881, he wad

States, urged a labor union of the
| two Americas, demounced a United
States senatorinl investigation of
l\hxlco as “Prussiapism.,” supported
the League of Nations, indorsed De
Valera and “recognized” the Irish
Repubiic, assailed the open shop plat-
form of the United States Chamber
| of Commerce, demanded that Asiatics
ibe kept out of the United States
pleaded for thie release of all politi-
cal and war-time prisomers includ-
ing Debs, opposed the establishment
by the Washington administration of
# Department of Welfare, praised
President Harding's world disarma-
ment efforts, and approved America’s

|
i

to a Tloond, the ke of which the world had never seen before. To

| this eeaseless flow, the population of Great Britain guided by tradi-

tion and desire, gontributed in partigular tc the Dominion of Can-
ada
and few doles,
ful home building of so many old eountrymen in Canada who have
established fami the seeond generation of which is essentially
Canadian. A gieat many of these British immigrants settled in the
farming districtsof the older provinees and in later vears the drift
was to the farming distriets of the West

At the presefit time it may be well to spend some thonght on

He went to school after his | what are the comditions of success for farm workers immigrating |

from the British §sles to Canada. Now the success of a newcomer
is eonditioned amomgst other things by the possibilities of the dis-
reception he gets from those already

of his|settled there andithe attitude the neweomer takes towards his mew |, . .

Uspally the neweomer has tn nolearn some old things

as well as to leatn many new things for it is not as though an un- |
{ habited eountry was being for: the first time peopled. The land

immediately l'zglg'mp‘tion is the twenty million odd acres of
vacant land whigh is within twenty miles of s railway. This land
is privately owned and mingled with land under enltivation.

“THE CANADIAN LABOR PRESS”
ALL ITS READERS, BEST WISHES FOR A HAPPY
CHRISTMAS AND A PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR

‘““The Canadian Labor Press’ realiz es that whilst labor conditions in Canada
have not been as good in 1924 as they might have been, we feel optimistic about
the coming year and believe that 1925 will see a material change in the unemploy.
ment situation and a general revival of trade in gemeral, making for better con-
ditions amongst every working man.

Let us therefore look ahead to the year 1925 in a spirit of optimism and

Leeds, Cardif?,
T Dunee

EXTENDS TO

good will which is half the battle toward restoring good times again.

In 1864 he first became identified |
with the labor movement when he
helped organize the Cigarmakers In-
ternational Union. He served as sec-
retary and president of the union for
six yeéars, and under his management
it became a large and successful ors
ganization. He also edited the local
paper of the Cigarmakers’ Unfon the
Picket, during that time. It was in
connection with this work that be
became interested in a natiomal as-
sociation of trade unions that would

plnmuau-mﬂmmmtumauow

organizations. Under his leadership
the Cigarmakers’ Union fought the

two years, and in 1881 founded the
national federation, serving as its
presjdent for the first five years with-
out compensation.
Several opportunities to emter pub-
lic office ' were declined by Mr.
Gompers at Aifferent times In his
career. Fe refused to run for th{
State Semate in New York, although
offered both Republican and Demo-
.  He declined a
Republican nomination for Congress.
Governor Hill of New York offered
him a place on the State Board of

g
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offered the presidency, but declined
After serving & year as vice-presi-

dent, he assumed full command untdl |

1894, when for & year he yielded to |

John McBride, representing the coal  which makes it
miners. He again was elected to the |ed labor to make
offic, “which ideumbency he held  tive.
until his death, ‘The position at first | bave ecarned for
paid no salory, but allowed him ex- | emies and have re
penses. Howewer, in 1886, when th#  umfavorable
Federstion was reorganived. Gompeors | after ‘these words were spokes,

was given $10,000 salary yearly.

Arbitration and Presidemt McKinley

, | clined both. He wag active in the

agitation for a treaty Detween the
United States and Great Britain
which would provide for the arbitra-
tion of all disputes.

In 1898 he served as a delegate
to the nations! confersmoe held at
Saratoga, N.Y., to discuss ways and

These American

Tight.”

It may be asked, at the present time will Canadian farming
pay, and the answer is, undounbtedly, yes, for not only is the im-
mediate opportunity present to develop rich soil, but ean anyone
doubt that if a rieh oil field is struek in Alberta or the eapital forth.
coming to develop a pottery industry from Western eclays, the eon-
sequent increase in urban population, wonld react with instant
favor on the farmer. These and many other natural resources in
the other provinces must undonbtedly comé within the next decade.
Hence agriculture must hecome more intensive and the number of
farmers increase.

There is every evidence to show that an old countryman taking
up farming in Canada does receive a favorable reception in the
distriet wherein he settles and it is true that a great many of the
best farmers in Canada have not been reared on a farm, but born
and brought up in the cities of the British Isles. That this is re-
cognided in Canadian public life the Ontaric Unemployment Com-
mission in 1915 pointed out in its report wherein it stated that the
number of farmers and agricultural laborers in Great Britain is
not exeessive, hot it shonld he feasible to utilize other elements of
the population in the development of ocur natural resourees. .In
the opinion of many who studied the situation at first hand it will
be found practible to train dwellers in’ British cities, towns, ete.,
for snecessful eareers on the land. The experiences of Australia
agrees with this as for example, at the sittings of the 1923 Royal
Commission on Dominion natural resources, a number of witnesses
made statements sneh as this: ‘““My experience is that the town
lad will learn bis work quicker than the country Iad will, if We
wants to go on the land; he is smarter, practically all the lads that
come to ns are from the cities. Tn Lancashire, | met an emormous
number of young fellows who could drive a horse or a eouple of
horses, and who were a bit handy, and had a bit of go in them.'’

Western Canada is typical of this, for example, among the best
farmers in North Dattleford were a Seottish family who had farmed
all their lives: a Yorkshire shoemaker, 3 London Busman, the As
sistant Manager of an Old Country co-operative store, 3 miner from
the North of EHM and an electrician from the south. Here
and there of comrse, there are some failures. hut these types go to
prove that the old coumtryman with average intelligence can make
good in Canadian farming and the Canadian Labor Press feels that
Horace Greeley’s famous advice to the Ameriean youth, “Young
man go West,”” should be paraphrased in modern times to read:

more than 300 strikes in various parts (Continued on Page 2)

“Mr. British Workingman, Canada i your land of

Ovportenity.”

4 .

To them Camada appeared as a land of many possibilities |
That this is true bas been borne out by the suecess- |
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JAMES T. GUNN
Staff representative
‘Fanudian Labor Press”’
Britain

of

“The
in Great

Mr. Gunon will study general labor
{conditions In the British Isles apd
{the resnits of his investigations will
d exclusively to the Cana-
dian Labor Press

Among the subjects will decal
with are unemployment, emigration
cost of living, accident prevention,
{wages, how far is British Labor So+
{clalist, and what is the real strengt
of the Left Wing movement.

he

! Mr. Guan will remain in Britain
| during January. February and March
and will visit all the large industrial
centres including London, Birming-
bam, Derby, Liverpool, Manchester,
Glasgow. 1

. DUbIE SN Belfast

in addition he will make a special
study of agricultural workers organ-
i2alion wea conditions, and he will
ivndenvor to obtaiu the viewpoint of
| both workers and empluyers towards
| Canada.

Mr. Guan is very well known in
Canada, having actad as a labor re-
presentative for s number of yeard
and bas the reputation of being one of
the best informed men on labor ques-
tiong in the Dominion. He has held
various official positions in the move-

yment, such ag business manager for

the Bliectrical Workers’ Uniom and
Secretary of the Canadian Federation
of Labor. He has served on a num-
ber of Boards of Conciliation and a
Royal Commission in comnection with

lquently he is well fitted for the
studies he is taking up in Grest Bri-
tain.

Workiess Ask Work
at Union Rates

Winnipeg, Man~—TWo or three hun-
dred uvuempioyed fillsd the corridors
of the city hall walting to ree Mayor
Farmer. Miss Edith Hancox, one of
the leaders of the mem, stated that
they intemded to ask for work at
union wages or, in defapit, relief to
the same standard. Nell Crowe and
other represebtatives of the Trades
‘and Labor Coumeil, were also pres-
ent with the delegation

Most of the men were young. and
it is understood that more than 50
were from points outside of Winni-
peg. Many of them have been work-
ing in the harvest fields and. claim
that the farmers would not keep them
over the winter. Two brothers were
from Prince Bdward Island.

The civic unempioyment committee
met recently and is trying to get the
Dominion government to reconsider
its decision not to extend amy aseist-
ance in connection with unemploy<
ment relief to municipalitics, Som
members are disposed to take a very
!sharp stand against the unemployed,
while others do not think it possible
to refuse all relfef, but will insisy on
irigorous inquiry into the wvecord of
jeach man relieved.

'S-Hour Day in Can-
adian Industry

The resuits of s recent inquiry
made by the Canadian department of
labor to ascertain the present posi-
tion of the eight-hour day movement
n industrial usdertakings in Canada
Wwere made known to the select com-
mittee on industrial and international
relations by the assistant deputy
minister of labor,

The inguiry was based on returms
| received from employers baving fif-
{teen or more employes in the var-
| lous industries, excepting agriculture
lnd fishing. Information wag re-
|ceived from 5263 employers, having
| 690,317 employes.

1

trade unfon affairs and has been a| It Is interesting to note that the
candidate for the labor party in the | 'ndustry in which the highest propor-
Federal election of 1917 dnd the Ony|tion of employes was working a 48-
tario election of 1923. He has al-|bour week or less was transportation.
ways been active In public life and | with 915 per cent, and the industry
served on a mumber of social service |in which the smallest proportion of
and welfare committees and hag been | the employes worked a 48-hour week
& consistent supporter of the Work- and leas wag logging with 19.28 per
ery Educational movement in Can-!cent
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