(ONGREGATIONAL STATISTICS.
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Your Committee being deeply impressed with the importance of this
matter, and the urgent necessity of steps being taken to remedy this

|l pectfully direct the attention of Sync
the Temporalities of the Church.

I Stipends promised, the large arrears owing by many (

shew, not so much the material poverty of the people, as

of the Christianity of very many of them.
it be said, they are not Christian?

‘ have robbed me.” (Malachi III. 8).
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and paralyzing the energies of not a few able Ministe

arelessness and an indifference which are highly culpable.
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This state of things, it is possible, may arise in
not from dishonesty or an attempt to defraud God’s
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{| cure, it ought surely immediately to be attempted. To quote from the
| excellent address of our present revered Moderator at the close of
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# carrying into prompt operation an economy that would
« of Ministers free from the absorbing, racking, cares of life, an economy
¢ liberal, yet prudent, that would check avarice, repress selfishness and
 be a sure token that Christian charity and benevolence (the genuine
¢ fruits of Christianity) were prevailing more largely in every congre-
Unless something of this sort be done, you may legislate as
iritual welfare of the people under
You may put forth the most assiduous efforts for the ex-
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But your laws will stand inoperative
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« The responsibility of the Synod and Presbyteries

¢ heathen to the faith of Christ.
‘“ on your records,

is peculiarly

No delicacy of feeling should hinder them from devising and

set the minds

your supvrin-

“ folly; your College Halls will be deserted; your churches will be
“ empty ; your pulpits supplied from the very refuse of corrupted huma-

¢ nity.
« The hardships and privations incident to new se

ttlements have

« hitherto prevented and will for some time continue to prevent the for-

« mation of an efficient ecclesiastical organization.

Inability at first

« hecomes indifference in better circumstances, and the Minister, who

« gontentedly toiled with his flock in poverty, is left to
# gharing the fruits of their prosperity. Inadequately

toil on without
and irregularly

¢ paid, he is too often driven from a field where his affections centred,
“ and they are left without the regular administration of Divine ordin-
“ ance, or to find a successor whose qualifications seldom rise above the
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