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situation as rail equipment and roadbcds themselves were
deteriorating ycar aiter year.

The Gavcrnmcnt of Canada bas recognized a vcry funda-
mental commitmcnt ta injcct federal dollars in invcstmcnts ta
upgrade the rail systcm across the prairie wcst. In the first 18
months or sa, bcginning a couple af months aga, and continu-
ing until the beginning of 1979, the federal treasury, again in
the context af the restraint program, will contribute something
in the order of $100 million ta that rail rehabilitation program
in order ta develop aur transportation spines into first class
condition ail across the prairies. That, of course, is couplcd
with the ongaing aperating subsidies which the federal trea-
sury bas paid in the past and will continue ta pay inta the
future.

When we consider the total cost ai specific rail rehabilita-
tion and development an the anc side, plus thc aperating
subsidics on the othcr, during this pcriod ai restraint, thcre is a
federal commitmcnt ta rail rehabilitation and operatian in
wcstern Canada ai something well over $200 million. This is a
very important cammitmcnt ta bc made ta a fundamental part
ai aur econamic well-being in thc westcrn part ai Canada.

Incarne Tax

Those are four priorities which 1 arn glad ta sec high on the
federal governmcnt's priority list in terms of the spending
initiatives we will have ta take. In the context of restraint the
selection of priorities is a very tough, delicate and difficuit lob,
and in that context particularly 1 arn pleased ta sc those kinds
of important western projects going forward, ta the advantage
of the grains industry and the entire economy of western
Canada.

Those are some thoughts and ideas 1 as a western repre-
sentative have had about the thrust of government financial
policy generally and with relation ta this bill specifically. 1
simply repeat once again what 1 said at the outset: it is
important ta Canadians that this legisiation be passed as early
as possible.

Mr. Howard Johnston (Okanagan-Kootenay): Mr. Speaker,
may I caîl it 6.30?

Mr. Deputy Speaker: It being 6.30 p.m., this House stands
adjourned until two o'clock tomorrow aiternoan, pursuant ta
Standing Order 2(l).

At 6.30 p.m. the House adjourned, without question put,
pursuant ta special order.
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