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to charge the government or any member
of the government witb this fraud, until it
Is brought home to them, but I believe that
If the matter is thorougbly Investigated It
will be found that the provincial organiza-
tion of the Liberal party is at the bottom of
this wrong-doing. The goverilment have
the Dominion police force under Its control,
and tbey have ample means of fiading out
wbo, supplled the eaumerators with tUis
document. The country will demand that
the Minister of Agriculture shiahbhave bis
chief enumerators placed on the stand un-
der oatb to declare wbo supplled these docu-
ments. A thorougli Investigation of that
kind is the only means by wblcb the gov-
erument caa clear ltself. If tbey fail la
this, the ministers will bring dowa on them-
selves tbe utter contempt of the people for
sucb conduct. Even their own party or-
gans to-day bave coademned tbe tbing. Tbe
law declares tbat these enumerators must
flot exact any furtber information tban is
on tbe scbedule. Lt clearly says iii section
11l 'Aad no0 other sncb information.' Is
there anything to be found ln the scbiedule
about asking a man wbat bis politics are ?
Not ait ail. Wboever was at thie bottom of
'tbis fraud biad flot only Iu mind the ob-
tain-ing of an advantage for tbe local gov-
erament, but tbey are asked to make ln-
quiries of men between the ages of sixteèh
and twenty-one, so it is plainly intended
that wbea the next Federal elections come
on, tbe Liberal party ln the Dominion sbould
bave a knowledge of the politica of tbe men
wbo, shaIl then be twenty-one, so as to bielp
tbem lu the preparation of their llsts. lii
the famous circular issued by Mr. Coté, chie!
commissioner for tHe provin-e of Quebec,
he states that ail this Information is obtained
under oatb, and as I bave not yet seen tbe
formi of the oatb, I shahl reserve mny re-
markis on that point until Inter. I do trust
that the Minister of Agriculture will rise
ln bis place to-nigbt and announce that bie
wlll Institute a tborougb investigation ia or-
der to please bis friead, the Montreal Wit-
ness, and in order to give Liberals as well
as Coaservatives tbroughout tbe country an
assurance that tbe perpetrators of this gross
fraud sball be discovered and punisbed. Tbis
goverument ls fond of commissions.. Let lt
produce its enumerators before a competent
commission, aad Jet it discover wbo Is guilty
of tbis Infamous act. Surely, there must be
some law in this country to pnnisb tbe men
wbio are caugbt red-banded perpetrating this
fraud.

The MINISTER 0F AGRICULTURE.
I have stated already, and tbe bion. gentle-
maîa (Mr. Bennett) no doubt accepts my
statement, as I am sure the committee wili,
that I kuew notbing wbatever about this
matter until it was drawn to my attention
to-day la a copy of the Mail and Empire. I
did flot look to see wbat was the date o! the
copy, but I tblnk it was the issue of lnst
Saturday. I knew nothlng whntever, and

I bave not beard auytbing, except wbat the
hon. gentleman (Mr. Bennett) bas said, in
regard to the debate lu the Toronto legisia-
ture. I bave not followed the proceedlngs
tbere. I did not know tbe question was ap
there, and I did flot see either Mr. Wblt-
ney's or Mr. Ross' statement ln regard to IL.
VToday for tbe first tinie the matter was
brougbt to my attention. I bave stated,
and I state again, that if anytbing bias been
doue beyond the law and the requirements
of the duties of the enumnerators, tbey will
be brougbt to task, and it will be seen by
me as biead of the departmnent under which
tbey are working, that tbey do their wvork
legally, lawfuliy, and properly, accordiag
to tbe strict letter of tbe law wbîcb lays
down their duties. If any of tbem do amy-
thing wbicb is wrong and improper, tbey
will be broughit to book and prevented dong
it in tbe future. As regards investigation,
I will find ont the facts of fhîis iatte~r, and
will be guided by tbe facts I discover ln my
departmneatal searcli and inquiry.

Mr. BORDEN (Halifax). 1 bave made
some inquiries ia regard to tbis matter, and
I am-iaformed by a member of tbe Ontario
legisiature tbat it was practically adniitted
ln tbe debate there, that thiese formns had
been supplied to tbe census enumerators.

The MINISTER 0F AGRICULTURE.
By wbom ?

Mr; BORDEN (Halifax). I do not know.
I am not cbarging the bon, gentleman. Lt
does flot inake any difference by wbom. Lt
bias been doue by soaxe person, and if tbis
circular whidbi lias been sent ont by the
bion. gentleman's departmnent and for whicb
lie assumes responsibility, the circular signed
by Mr. Coté, if that Is correct, then whoever
put this iato the bands 0f the census enum-
erators was asking tbe census enumerators
to commit perjury. Tbe circular sent out
by Mr. Coté declares that the enumerators
are sworn to secrecy. Any census enumera-
tor wbo undertook to supply the Informa-
tion asked for in tbis political memorandum,
wbicb the member for Simcoe has brougbt
to tbe attention 0f tbe House should
iustantly be dismissed from tbe posi-
tion. Any census enumerator wbo un-
dertook to act upon lt witbont reporting to
tbe bion. gentleman's department witb re-
ppect to It, is nnwortby to hold lis posi-
tion. Not. only bas the enumerator been
asked to commit perjury, but lie bias been
asked to defraud tbe goverfiment, for thiîs
reason, tbat every one o! tbese men Is paid
by the day, and hie Is expected to bave these
circulars filled out durlng the tie for wbich
bie Is paid by the goverumeut. The resnlt ls
that wboever bas put these circulars Into
the bauds of the census enumerators for the
purpose o! baving theni fllled ont, and then
sent to Liberal members or to unsnccessfnl
Lîberal candidates at tbe last election, is
asking that those enumerators sbiall com-
mit perjury and also commit fraud on this
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