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Republic Fails to

Bethmann-Hollweg’s Speéch

te Bethmann-Hollweg’s
usal to DiscloseKaiser’s
A.ms—Hope of Peace

h Russia Expressed in

clamor since. December, 1915.”
Supposition that central
“pelongs to realm of ‘fable.”
“1 shall

and would
Program of conquest would
conciliation to end the wa

iny to win a war of subjuga-
and oxrnmd the conviction
: a revolution must happen in
1Ge ny as it had happened in

“1f Russfa wants to prevent
violent plans for gonquest
be attained.” 7/

“The enemy in the

» .

“We gshall propose a constitu-
tional committee,” he said, “to take
' prepaiatory steps in the direction
¥ introducing a nyublio in Ger-

tulations given Spain

proached.

powers differ in opinions on peace

which Scheidemann (Socialist leader) .
among the people the possibility of a revolution.” " : .

Program. of renunciation of territorial 1
mt;gaer the future of the fatherland. :
m of

Flat rétuul given demands that peace aims be disclosed.
Best interests of nation require reticence “in face of continuous

aims

not allow myself to bs led astray by utterancés with

. ;. 'pelfeved he could spread
aims would. not bring peace

help as little as a program of re-

“1 see mno attitude o{ “peace in the Fnglish with their excessive
aims of conguest and economic destruction.” - ° | :
i Aga further bloodshed afd remounces all
I doubt not that an agreement could

: west cannot: break thru, despite his terrible
losses, and. the U-boats are operating with inereasing success.”
Congra/

on “strong,- independent policy,”

Time is on Germany’s side and a satisfactory end is being ap-

s

London, May 'lsf-A,-In one
ken

Berlin, via
the most v.gorous and plain
speschies he has yet made belors.the
peichstag since the outbreak of he

? 'ﬁt:o imperial German chancellor

refused to enter ipto a SCI lE

GERMAN REVOLT NEAR
| IDEMANN WARNS

dis on of Germany's P aims i
as demanded in Interpellations by the R
ons tives and_ ' Socislists. Dr. 4 &e : .

von Bethmonn-Hollwegg asserted that Socialist Leader i1n

go . called for the governments :
‘Specific peace program, the announce-
| ‘of which would, at the present
‘thue, mot only 'be premature, ‘ but
which it would be dfficult to formu-

Will Be Followed If
Do Not Abandorn

Reichstag Says Russia’s Lead

“Gang of Robbers”
Plers cf Cerquest.

Jate, and also of no practical servire

“fo the nation in the present situation.
" ' ‘Must Remain Silent.

appreciating’ the {onate

cll-li&l to knwmmi gov~

8 ) ! ..G‘)‘m ] rm -

p "t“'*he‘ would not permit

in the reichstag, Philip &wh?ldehll
introducing the -
’t'orpo.uuon.:?&é”“ :
“Ths.party’s decision
mand immediate peace,

DRE. 2.0 gt o B 1 e

does not de-

imsslf " to be: sWa ‘by pressure
T¢vbm Any soufce, and that he was not
pder the spell of any party or clique.
“Best interests of the ‘mation, he
‘Peljeved, demanded that the reticenge
“3 h‘bd lh;p'.led on 1‘:u'ﬁue‘..tm‘t:n éo
_of cohtinuous clamor e g W
sembler, 1915, should be observed by :x:at:rgl}’gog?‘:ﬁm?bszmw. .
fm until the moment was ripe, He | &\ ncellor must say what he wants.
‘wag sure that such a course would be | “uyye ‘aaners to
endarsid by the naticn at large. which
continued to ra.ly around its emperor,
and would also meet the views of the
majority of the members of the reich- | gna development, but today we
£ Demands Ignored.

‘ffhe chancelior then briefly review-
o the present military situation and
' Germany’s relations to the neutrals, in

" ‘the course of which he warmly prais-
ed the attitude adopted by Spain.

| “ “These interpellations demand from
‘me a' definite statement on the ques-
tion of our war aims,” said the chan-
cellor, “To make such a statement at
the present“moment would not serve
the country’s interest. 1 therefore
must decline to make it.

. “Sinoe the winter of 1914-15 I have
been pressed now from one side, now
from the other, publicly to state our
‘war aims, if possible, with' detalls.

 Bvery day they were demanded from
me. To force me to speak, an attempt
was made to consirue my silence re-
_ garding the program of the war aims
of individual parties -as agreement.
“ Against that I must again resolutely
protest.\/ On giving liberty for the
free discussion of war aims I had it
oxpressly declared | that the govern-
ment could not and would not parti-
cipate in the conflict of views. I also

(Concluded on -l—’:g_e—ﬁ, Co'umn 3).

both sides the nations are

final decision. It is our task to ex-

‘It {s enough’,

“We are convinced that the central
powers will stand fast in repelling in-
tentions of annihilation,
the wishes of the French, English and
German
realized. Thus think the Socialists,
and millions are with us.

for increase of power, increase of ter-
ritory, money and raw material.

organized gang of robbers.
statement provoked a storm of indig-

the kaiser into this agitation has as a

and the outbreak of war and that he
is continually being insulted.

“Peace by agreement would be good
fortune for Europe. Ninety-nine per
¢ nt, of all the peoples look with hope
and longing to Stockholm. If France
and Great Britain renounce annexation

| WAR SUMMARY

. THE DAY’S EVENTS REVIEWED

HE Italians, after months of preparation, have launched their spring
They have begun
the Aln attack on the section of the Austrian front between Tolmino ind
—- driatic Sea and they have made considerable progress in the Plava

e&, on the slopes of M;)nte Cucco, and also on the hills east of Gorizia
also made a thrust in the northern sector of th
Carso Plateau and/ reacl}ed the wrecked Austrian lines east of Dosso l!:‘a'itle.
ction was in the direction of Trieste, but the meagre de-
by y t‘h'e report, which was probably made up early on Mon-
, 4ay afternoon, for'»'ds the forming of an accurate estimate of how the
The fighting was still going forward on Monday

offensive, according to official news from Rome.

and Vertobizza. T

Thus the whole
talls furnished

battle is proceeding.

night, when numbers of prisoners were arriving in the Italian rear
" . P ® - i

As these big actions are proceeding accordin
g to the general staf
of all the allies, they all run a certain course, that of capturing fro:npm:
This s what Sir Douglas Haig has
:Ompleted doing east of Arras, and t7..s is what the Italians a:e nowjg;E
0g; only the positions under attack have only been in occupation during
The battle field presents many obstacles to an infantry ad-

enemy -his original positions.

the winter.

Yance, and therefore the progress must be slow.
L ] L L ] - ks

The Austrians report, concerning this offensive, that
% y after three
of artillery preparation the Italians began an attack against the Avvste-?:;
After the fashion of the Germ
:epom. the Austirians then say that the Italians at manv points eo!l::nsz:
1:‘}1 that wherever thev reached the Austrian trenches they were renul:ed
and-to-hand fighting. They also assert that in the defence they achieved

prison-
The battle, the Austrians say, continues

Isonzo ai? 1y on @ front of over 25 miles.

tomplete success and the Italians left in their
®r3, and several machine guns.
- Without Interruption.

hands 1600

The Italian offensive s timed to coincide with the allied
Balkan of-
fensive now in progress west of the Vardar and in the Cerna Bend, and

& (Continned on Page 2, Cols. 1 and 3).

_Berlin, May 15, via Amsterdam.—
After the imperial chancellor’s speech ]
+ 18 gignat this.
e’ iﬁr"‘Sﬁ‘m!- ’

but action by
the socialists of ail countries. My
Breslau  utterance ‘was to the effect
that the chancellor had stated he had
nothing’ to do with the memorial
~ | which had incited ourenemies to agree
must
and the

the same point-of
view as contained in the demand of
August 4—the territorial - integrity of

Germany and economic independcl:flel
8

refuse to oppress foreigm peoples. On
being put
off with the promise of an imminent

pose this playing with the fite of
peoples and we cry too all governments

but also that

annexationists shall not be

“The supporters of conquest shout

That
can only be wanted by a nationally

(This
nation on the right.) The drawing of

result that abroad the kaiser is made
responsible for pan-German madness

and Germany insists thereon, we shall
have a revolution in the country.”
- There were prolonged shouts of in-
d shouts of
#The president
cal'ed Herr eidemann “to order, but
Seheidemann eontinued: ¥
¥t Hgw not gone'sovfar as that yet;
the enemy does riot remounce annexa®
tion., A peace just fo all parties should
be coficluded. .1 am firmly convinced
that no peace can be concluded with-
out an alteration of frontiers, and
that must be arranged by mutual un-
derstandl%bnurly opposed to
the slaughter other million men
simply because certain Germans desire
peace that would follow conquests
Long live peace! Long live Europe!”

The independent Socialist, Georg
Ledebour, said:

“The chancellor doubtless desires
annexations both in the east and
west. With the exception of extrava-
gant visionaries no one believes that
Germany can win a war of subjuga-
tion. The Russian, socialists -have
made an offer whch opens up the pos-
sibility: of peace. This is what the
chancellor forgets. It is true that a
separate peace with Russia cannot be
achieved.. but the Russian govern-
ment can convert the entente and in
this direction, we ought to assist it.

“Herr Scheidemann must take up
cudgels against the government if he
does not want strong words which do
not shrink even from the announce-
ment of a revolution, to be followed
by deeds. We are convinced that even
this ‘must happen in Germany as they
have happened in Russia. That is
what those in power are working for.
We must soon introduce & republic in
Germany, and we shall propose that
a constitution committee take pre-
paratory steps in that direction.”

ITALIANS TAKE
THE OFFENSIVE

Considerable Progress Made
on the Slopes of Monte
Cucco.

Rome, viaa London, May 15.—The
Ttallans took the offensive tod~s.

The war office announces that con-
siderable progress was made In the
Plava area, on the slopes of Monte
Cueco. and on the hills east of Gorizia
and Vertobizza. -

The Italians also made a thrust in
the northern sector of the Carso. They
reached the wrecked lines of the enemv
eart of Dosso Faltl and took prisoners.

The statement says the infantry ac-
tion continues, supported by artillery.
Numbers of prisoners are being con-
tinnally bhrought in.

The statement says:

“Jul'an front: From Tolmino to the
gsea the destructive fire of our artil-
lery, directed against strong enemy
positions, yesterday morning, reached
great intensity and was vigrrously
answered bv numerous hostile batter-
jes nf all calibres.

“Toward noon our’ infantry made
several raids on various points a'ong
.the front, which led to considerab’e
inrogress in the Plava area. on the
slopes of Monte Cucco and on the hills
east of Gorizia and Vertobizza.

“At the same t{ime our troops made
« thrust in the northern sector of the
Carso and reached the wrecked en-
emy lines east of Dosso Faiti, cap-
turing prisoners.

“mha infantry actions c~ntinue, sup-
ported by arti’ery and trench mortars
which are keeping the enemy arti!-
jery in check. Numbers of prisoners
are beginning to arrive” .

¢

-

Wintetﬁ;urné; Pastor Terminates
Long Career in Service of
Guelph Presbytery.

Special ta The Toronto Worid.
_ Guelph, May 15—At this after-
noon’s - session ©of the Guelph Presby-
Rtk et bla " tobigmation
{ 18 - 8 res tion,
after forty years' ministry in the same
charge., His resi ion was accept-
ed and he ‘was appointed to moderate
sele of his successor. Mrs.
r, from the Deaconess’ Train-
“Toronto, was appointed to
n the Brooklyn Mission School.
Guelph, and she will be duly installed
Tuesday mnext Ahé moderater, Rev.
Mr. Hay of Blora. .- g%

3

Complaint Made That Capital
is BeingScaved Out _
of Country.

DEFENDED BY WHITE

Businessmien Mﬁst Make Sac-

Points Out.

; _-enopgh,  suddenly changed
front and charged the finance mf:;l-
ter with scaring capital out of
country. The attack was led by E. N.
Nésbitt, Xdberal member for North
Oxford, and was ably seconded by
McCrea,: Liberal member for - Sher-
brooke, and Mr. Carvell, Liberal meth-
ber for Carleton, N.B. Mr. McCrea
whe Is a large paper manufacturer
severely arraigned the goVernment for
fixing the price of news print paper
while making no effort to regulate the
price of wheat or flour.

Sir Thomas White was evidentlr
disturbed by the charge that he was
discouraging industries and keeping
capital out of Canadx. He explained
that the increased tax on excess pro-
its only applied to the third and last
accounting period under the war tax
n business profits legislation of 1916.
That legislation had been retroactive,
and will expire with the present year.
:‘taplylng to the criticism that accumu-
-ated capital was not taxed amd that
personal incomes from invested capi-
tal went scot free, the finance minister
vointed out that the budget of 1917
did not profess either to tax capital
or ordinary income, but only to take
for purposes of the war a share of
abnormal and extragrdinary profite
made during war time. The tax on
business profits, he said, would not be
continued after the war, but he felt
that during the war| business men
should be as content to sacrifice a por-
tion of their incomes as the soldiers
were to sacrifice their lives. ;

When the house was moved Into
committes of ways and means, Mr.

(Concluded on Page 4, Column 4).

ARMED U. S. STEAMERS
ARE VISITED BY KING |

———

Lieutenants in Charge of Gun
Crews Presented to His
Majesty.

Liverpool, May 15—King George
today paid a visit to the American
Line docks here. Captain Hill, com-
mander of one of the liners, and Lieu-
tenant Stanton L. H, Haz>rd, U.SN.,
were pres:nted to him. The King,
during his visit, inspected the Ameri-
can gun crew aboard the vessel and
engaged Lieutenant Hazard in con-
versation for some minutes,

Later King George, at his own re-
quest, visited another liner, where
L.eutenant King, U.S.N., was present-
ed to him.

VENIZELISTS CAPTURE
STRONG FOE POSITIONS

Serbians Beat Off All Bulgarian
Counter-Attacks on
Dobropolye.

Paris, May 15.—The following offi-
gial communication was issued® to-
ay:

“Fastern theatre, May 14.—The Ven-
izel.st troops, acting in conjunction
with the French troops in the region
of Lymnitsa, captured in succession,
two works of 1,000, and 1.500 metres
north of Hadji Barimah and took 45
prisoners.. All the enemy counter-
attacks directed against these works,
against the positions gained by us on
the Srka di Legen, and against the

rifices During War, He |!

Serbo. on Dobropolye . completely

5§

 FOR SALE

NORTHEAST CORNER YONGE -
and GERRARD STREETS.
50 x 111.
. $5000 per foot.
Apply— ’

H. H. WILLIAMS & CO.

38 King Street East aln 5456
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NVERGING ATTACKS AGAINST BULLECOL
{OSED DESPITE THREAT OF REVOLT
osses from U-Boats Show Surprising Decline
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BULLECOURT

{Four Deliberate Attempts

S

Made Tuesday to Recover
Lost Ground Result in
Repulse and Heavy Casu-
alties for the Enemy.

| London, May 15.—The official report

from British headquarters issued to-
night reads: /

“Further detalls concerning the

| |fighting ot Bullecourt this morning

‘| carefully concerted. attacks. with

| show that the enemy made a deliberate

attempt by a series of strong and
in-

~{fantry supported by artillery and

trench mortar fire; to drive our {roops
out of Bullecourt and the section of

| |the Hindenburg line held by ua east
| o the viliage, ‘

“In all, four attacks were undertaken -
by the enemy. The frst of these was
launched at 4 a.m. upon the right .
flank our position in the Hinden-
burg line and temporarily gained a .
footing . : ches. The enemy
was immediately and completely eject-
ed by our counter-attack, leaving 250
killed and wounded In our lines, A

1 | simultaneous attack on the left flank

ELECTION
D THIS YEAR

Government Is Conciliatory in Attitude Toward
Opposition, But Is Determined to Force
Extension Thru if Necessary.

3y a Staff Reporter.

Ottawa, May 15.—Neithe» *he prime
minister nor his colleagues who have
returned with him from overseas, are
disposed to discuss Dominion poli-
tics. Indeed, they seem anxious them-
selves for information, and .enquire
freely about what has happened dur-
ing their absence and as to public
sentiment in Canada on many ques-
tions. Yet, from members of their
party and other sources, enough in-
formation has been gleaned to justi-
fy the rumor everywhere in circula-
tion tonight, that the Dominion gen-
eral election will go over for another
year, at leasty

The prime minister was given a
party ovation when he resumed his
seat in the house this afternmoon, and
Sir Wilfrid Laurier took an enrly
opportunity to refer to his safe re-
turn. A moment later Sir Robert
crossed the floor and seated himself
ty the leader of 'the opposition, and
the two engaged in a friendly chat.

Governmerit Conciliation.

The avowed policy of the govern-
ment toward the opposition is one of
conciliation, and every effort will be
made to have the lifetime of parlia-
ment extended by unanimous consent.

Should the Liberals, however, oppose
extension, the address to the crown,
praying for an amendment to the B.
N. A. Act will be passed thru both
houses of parliament by a party vote,
and it seems to be pgenerally under-
stood _that the imperial- government
will lose no time in passing the neces-
sary legislation at Westminster.
Meighen’s Surprise.

There was some surprise and even
consternation last night among gov-
ernment supporters when Hon. Arthur
Meighen made the flat-footed state-
ment that the government had no in-
tention of passing a Dominion fran-
chise act at this session. Donald
Sutherland of South Oxford and R.
B. Bennett of Calgary, who had jusi
forecasted such legislation, were some-
what taken aback, as were other Con-
servative members, who had from
time to time received intimations from
members - of the government to the
contrary. Today it was informally ex-
plained that the solicitor-general made
his statement in view of the fact that
no general election was to be held for
at least a year and, therefore, no
amendinent to the Franchise Act)
would need to be passed at the pres-
ent session.

SINKINGS BY U-BOATS

HAVE BIG

FALLING OFF

British Anti-Submarine Campaign Destroys G‘eat-
er Number of Submersibles in Past

Week Than Month Previous.

London, May 15.~The report of the week’s losses thru submarines to be
iss1ed tomorrow will be the most favorable in several weeks. The number
tcryedced 18 well telcw the averagel while; the number of ships

ci’ g2 irs
escaping .attack is very large.
Those in

sul over the resuits of actual attacks on submarines,

with the utmest vigor during the fine
has been particularly
more submarines have been sunk in the

touch with the anti-submarine campaign are also very ¢cheer-

favorable to airplane activity. According to one report,

which have been pushed

weather of the past fortnight. This

past week than in the month previous.

SIX TRAVELED FAR '

H

BUT COULD NOT JOIN,

Came From British Columbia to
Apply for Admittance to Royal
Flying Corps.

Of ten British Columbians who came
‘0 Toronto to join the Royai ¥lying

Crowe, McLaren d Brown, came to
Toronto with inst s,to report to
the R.F.C. office, the papers having
been issued by Capt, C. Tweedale, D.
1.0. of No. 1 military district. Lieut.
Grealy, the R.F.C. officer in Toronto,
who examined and rejected the six
men, stated in exp'anation of his ac-
tion that none were likely to" make
sficient officers and that *‘we never
make a mistake when we turn a man
iown.” He also said the men are
only provisionally accepted out west.

Corps as aviation officers only four
were accepted. The party, which con-
sisted of Messrs. Hull, Gifford, Peid,
Willy, Treewin, McConnell, Cutler,
& 3

On Friday last eleven other western~
ers were rejected by the R.F.C, at To-
ronto, They left again for western

|artiilery,

Jour posts in the
+he village

- terday;

of our position was dispersed by our .

“Later in the morning a third at

|rack was made uvon the northeastern

corner of Bullecourt. This was stic-

| cesstulty repuisea oy our artillery, rifle

and machine gun fire. The fourth

a ‘”‘ * " p.“.‘ red m 3 Im

: e ‘western

n&h Mh
for a of  about

DS,

‘were

ght aawn in thofk ] es

d;d ;l&hbthor'tho-ﬁl! 1e 3
ven down out of control

our airphnu’ are missing.

LITTLE AT A TIME.
Haig is Qplp‘ping g‘nund Slowly Every

smtet—a—— %
By R. T. Small, Staff Correspondent
of the Associated Press.

With the British Armies in F'rance,
via London, May 15.—Tho a lull over-
'angs the greater portion of the
ine, so complete in places that
singing amd swallows fussing make
welcome breaks in the oasis of silence,
sther spots are witnessing unending
1ghting. Bullecourt is one of these
spots. Lens is another, and the Val-
ey of the Scarpe another. Here the
Giermans never cease counter-attack-
ing. throwing in fresh. battalion after
battalion, only to pull them out after =
three or four days as slashed rem- -

nants,

Fie'd Marshal Douglas Haig, ‘Tecog-
nizing the homely axiom that there are
more ways of killing a dog than by
shoking him to death on butter, re-
‘uses to sacrifice his men in fromtal
1ttacks on such positions.  Thus day
by day, snipping off a piecs here and
there, he is gradually cutting away
the fabrication known as the Hin-
tenburg line and threatening positions
*urther back. He carefully nips the
sdges of the enemy’s strong points,
sonserving his own force untll, at a
ziven moment, he closes in like a cat,
‘n capturing points, with their garri-
son amd supplies.

The Bullecourt fighting is a typical
example. Here, what amounts to a
"nand-to-hand struggle has continued
‘or two we sometimes advancing
and sometimesCretreating, but always
netting slow bu gains for Halg's
legions. The German wireless recent-
'y-sald:

“This is the twe'fth attack on the
nass of craters which represent Bulle-
sourt since April 11. If, however, the
Wnglish are bent upon possession of
his heap of ruins, they will have fto
-epeat the attack for the thirteenth
time.”

In effect the village is now virtually
a1l British, not needing the Geman
admission that the thirteenth assauit
was complete in  its conquest. The
Germans twice have frenzledly coun-
ter-attacked the British hold‘ngs in the
Hindenburg line thru the edge of the
vPiage, leaving many dead as they
staggered back, defeated. g

The British are almost impercept-
ibly closing in about Lens in mudh
the same manner with almost contin-
uous fighting reported. Southeast of
Loos the Germ3ns attacking from
trenches near Cite St. Laurent are:
preaking up under the British artil-
‘ery. In a snappy encounter around
the G'I'emont farm the G2rmans drove
out the Britiss in a midnight attack,
but the British counter-attacked and
recaptured the farm before dawn.

DINEEN'S ALTERATION SALE,

An alteration sale is in progress at
Dineen’s while the premises are being
decorated snd repaired sfter the re-
cent fire. The ba’ance of the fire stock
is offered at prices that represent hut
a fraction of the actual cost of the
goods. Do not without

Canada,

shopping
looking in at Dineen's, 140 Yongs.
street, . B g e ML :

3




