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lU Myi: "In our coiiDtrtoi on tb«
Pint* tha >ntl-tIcobol campadn hai not
7tt been orfanlztd, illhouKh It li
nwdad. Tha reaion the evil li Icnorad
li bacauaa no ana hnn itudlad It In Iha
lliht ot Boclal ic .aca, with itatutlcf
at liand. Ood grant that ihara may ha
a cry of alarm and opportunity for

tudy and local InTeitlgatlona that will
raraal to ioclaty tha magnltuda of tha
parll."

Tha Hyilanle gaellon of tha Sctantl-
flc Coniraaa recantly bald In Santiago,
Chill, Totad for a law damanding that
antl-alcobollc Inatructlon ba mada obli-
gatory.

The Economics of the Drink Question

The rollowlng wrlei of articles li

Intended to show to some exteDt how
the liquor trafflc affectH Canada floan-

clBlly. It l8 well known that the
drink habit and the drink trafflc, work-
ing together, are reaponsible for much
waite of wealth, and tbU waste not
only Involves the Impoverishment of
the liquor consumers, but the Impov-
erishment of the country as a whole.
When attention Is called to the

great expenditure on strong drink It

Is sometimes said In reply that this

amount of money Is not destroyed,
that It remains and circulates, and,
therefore. If some are made poorer by
the expenditure, others are made
richer and the aggregate wealth of
the community is not lessened.

It takes no deep knowledge of
economics to demolish this absurdity.
The liquor consumers have toiled for
the production of the wealth which
their money represents, or someone
else has tolled for them. If" they pay
that money for clothing, food pur-
poses, fuel or othe'r necessities or
luxuries, thay receive value for their
toll. The producers of these articles

have the money, the purchasers have
the goods, and the community pos-
sesses the wealth represented by both,
or double the amount which the pur-
chasers have Invested.

If, on the other hand, the money Is

spent In drinking, while the liquor

vendorH may have the amount of
money named, the liquor consumers
have absolutely nothlns to show for
their Investment, and the)-(> Is In the
possession of consumers and dealers
00 the whole only one-half the wealth
that existed when the money was
otherwise invested.

What applies to the country at
large applies also to a munlripallty.
The money spent at the bar by the
people of a municipality leaves the
local community that much poorer.
Money cannot be spent on strong
drink without being as really wasted,
as absolutely destroyed as If that
amount of money or goods were hurled
In the bottom of the sea, or as if the
money were spent in purchasing ar-

ticles of value and committing them
to the flames.

The actual spending of money in
Intoxicating liquor is not the only
waste of wealth chargeable to the
drink system. There Is serious loss of
wealth production through Idleness of
men who are out of employment be-

cause of the drinking habits of them-
selves or others. There Is serious loss

through the curtailment of the lives

of citizens w^fl, had they lived, might
have been fai tors in the country's
wealth production. There is loss
through the practical destruction. In

liquor manufacture, of large quantities


